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ig-The present number of the RecisteR contains 
twenty-four pages of very solid matter. A great effort 
has been made, and a heavy extra expense incurred, that 
the important proposition concerning the tariff, submit- 
ted by Mr. Cuar to the senate, on “uesday last, and all 
the discussion that ensued, might be speedily presented 
to our numerous readers, as reported for and published in 
the ‘National Intelligencer” of Wednesday. ‘The absorb- 
ing interest which 1s felt on this question, neither per- 
mitted us to consult our convenience—nor our pocket. 
A few remarks on this proposition will be found below. 

But—and notwithstanding this excess of matter, we are 
far behind in our reeord of current events. Every day 
seems pregnant with important transactions. ‘There is 
an hourly “excitement”, or sensation, at Washington!— 
and one thing presses so closely on the heels of another, 
that it is difficult even to trace them, and impossible for us 
tokeep up the chain with that promptitude which is so 
desirable in seasons like the present. And hence many 
debates, and speeches, and other things, which must not 
be unregistered, are, of absolute necessity, delayed. In 
two weeks more we shall have a little discretion over the 
contents of our pages. 





{rg¢We have a valuable report from ‘the committee 
on agriculture”? of the house of representatives of Penn- 
sylvania,—and intend to give it a place, in extenso, as 
soon as the rush of matter is relieved. ‘‘Let others do 
as they may,”’ we shall not “give up the ship’’ while a 
single plank remains above water—while there is one 
loop to hang a hope apo. We have faith in the truth of 
the principles which we have adopted, and taught. 
When the deliberate judgment of a ane of our fel- 
lows decides against those prineiples, we shall cease to 
urge them on others, though cherishing them in our 
own hearts, and ready to be rallied under them, at any 
time, and in all times. 





fGThe ‘*National Intelligencer” of Feb. 13, says— 
Yesterday was a remarkable day at the capitol, in both 
wings of the building. The senate, however, was the 
scene of the most intense interest. A multitude of both 
sexes filled the hall; profound silence and gravity prevail- 
ed, and deep sensation was evinced, as much by the gene- 
ral silence as by the marked interruption of it once or 
twice, by audible emotions. The subject of debate was 
Mr. Clay’s promised motiow for a compromise of the 
tariff. His bill was received, and read a first and second 
time. A copy of it, and a sketch of the proceedings upon 
it, will be found in their proper place. 

In the house of representatives, the same subject, (the 
tariff), was under consideration, with a variety of propo- 
sitions, of which some account will be found hard ont the 
proper head, but a more particular account will be given 
inournext. ‘There was excitement enough in this house, 
too; but, as usual, it was of a livelier character than that in 
the senate. 

message was reccived in the senate yesterday, from 
the president of the United States, forwarding the docu- 
ments called for by Mr. Poindeater’s resolution, being 
copies of all military and naval orders issued to com- 
manders of troops or armed vessels on the Charleston 
station, &e. Some of them were read to shew the gene- 
ral character of the whole. T hey appeared to be in ge- 
neral pacific, defensive, cautioyary, and disercet, indi- 
tating at the same time some reason for apprehension of 
violence being attempted on the other side, Ke. &e. 





&§The Charleston City Gazette of Feb. 8, says, **We 
‘earn that the Hon, Mr. Leicu has, in a very respectful 


tanner, declined the entertainment sed to be given 
him this day, at St. Andrew’s Hall, by. the city sound. 


from Mr. Leieu, communicating the a ble intelli- 
gence, that the convention of South Carolina will be con- 
vened by gen. Hamilton, early in March, in consequence 
of the intercession of Virginia. Mr. L. has been re- 
ceived with great cordiality by all parties.” 
_ 
9rg-The instant rejection of a bill from the committee 
of ways and means, to authorise a sale of the bank stock, 
is among the curiosities of the times,—and, in times past, 
would have been regarded as a serious reproof; such as, in 
England, might have brought about the resignation of a 
chancellor of the exchequer. The house would not al- 
low the notion to be entertained, for one hour, that the 
stock of the United States, in the bank, should be thus 
hastily and rashly, and injuriously, disposed of. We 
have heard much about surplus revenue, and so forth— 
and yet, it seems, that money is needed !—to be obtained 
at a large sacrifice, on the part of the government, and 
through an aet of injustice, to innocent persons, who have 
invested their money in that institution. Ler THE BANK 
piE—the people who have supported the veto of the pre- 
sident, and we render ‘‘unconditional submission” to the 
public will, in this matter; as well asto the establishment 
of three thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine new 
banks, because of the want of a corrective power over 
the currenecy—if so the people shall ordain, that rags 
may abound. We can get along as well as others-—-with 
rags; and without them—the Reeisrer could not be 
rinted. 

rs The brief debate that took place on this bill, shall be 
recorded. 





fig-The obligation imposed of keeping-up a pretty full 
journal of the proceedings of congress, and especially 
when the sessions are about to close, allows only a small 
comparative space for other things—~of more present in- 
terest, perhaps, in many eases, yet less necessary to the 
paramount object of the Aegister. But our readers, as 
well as ourselves, will soon be, and, we think, gladly, 
relieved of an overflow of the matter alluded to, We 
have collected and laid aside an unusually large quantity 
of statistical and other articles, which our friends will 
more heartily reeeive—and especially such of them as 
have aceess to the daily journals. But our business is 
most commonly one of se/f-denial—a yielding of private 
wishes to what are esteemed public duties—in a greater 
regard for future reputation than present effect. It is 
this system of policy, we believe, which has caused this 
work to ‘*WEAR SO WELL,” and retain a liberal portion 
of the public favor for so longa pericd of time. We 
cannot, therefore, sacrifice to temporary purposes those 
rules of conduct which have so ably sustained us in sea- 
sons of much pressure, as well asin some of proscription; 
and many articles, as well of our own manufucture, as the 
produet of other pens, must be ‘laid on the table,” until 
after the rising of congress. And we much doubt the 
utility of present diseussions of the leading subjects be- 
fore the body just named—time, we think, is not given 
even to the members to considerthem as they ought; and, 
much less, afforded to the people to direct, or command, 
the attention of their representatives to the great interests 
of the country, now “shaking in the wind.” ' 





Mr. Cray’s NEW TATIFF PROJECT will be received fi 
a crash of thunder in the winter season, and some will 
hardly trust the evidence of their senses on a first ex- 
amination of it—so radical and sudden is the cliange of 
policy proposed, because of a combination of cireumstan- 
ces, which, in the judgment of Mr. Clay, has rendered 
such a change necessary. A proposition of this sort was 
not altogether unexpected—for many plans to determine 
the disputes between the two parties to the tariff question 





en Richmond Whig of Feb. 12th says—‘‘We under- 
d that the governor of Virginia has received letters 
Vou. —SiG. 27. 


have been afloat at Washington; but we did not think that 
any Procrustean method which had been recommended 
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We have attentively read Mr. Clay’s speech introduc- 
tory to his bill, and the speeches of the other members 
of the senate delivered ov the occasion, all which will be 
found in subsequent pages—but have not discovered the 
necessity of abandoning the principle of protection, or, in 
other words, the undoubted right ‘*to regulate commerce,” 
that a temporary safety may be obtained, We reuder all 

ible respect to the motives of our honored friend— 

t cannot go with him in a measure, which, in our hum- 
ble opinion (and ¢iis must be our own guide), contains the 
sirrendry of a power which is vital to the independence of 
the United States—which is firmly held and daily exerted 
by every commercial nation in the world—the power to 
“regulate trade” by discriminatory duties on articles im- 
ported, as they may encourage or prove injurious to the 
domestic industry. ‘Thus, England prohibits the impor- 
tation of meats, and levies an average duty of three or 
four dollars on a barrel of flour, (for ripen ae to encou- 
mage her agriculture; prohibits fish and nearly prohibits 
fish oil, &c. to encourage her navigation—levies on coals 
imported, 960 cents, or nearly ten dollars a ton, to pro- 
tect her miners-and coasting trade—and admits cotton 
at 5-8d. per lb. to encourage her manufactures, but 
places a duty of seven cents per. square yard on cotton 
ealicoes, to forbid their interference. It is thus that 
the tariffs of all commercial nations are regulated—but 
Mr. Clay’s bill proposes to measure the ‘*proteeted”’ ar- 
ticles by a commou duty of twenty per cent. on the value 
thereof: which, in our estimation, would break up all the 
manufactures of wool, cotton, iron, ke. &c. For a 20 per 
cent. duty is not sufficient to protect these against even 
the excesses of European production, cast into our mar- 
ket and oftentimes gladly sold for cost and eharges, to 
prevent their action upon the European home market. 
And this being the case, what are the consequences that 
must ensue’? Competition being annihilated, the revénue 
will increase as long as we have the means of paying for 
foreign goods; and the price of such goods will also ad- 
vance as long as these means continue. But that will not 
be long. Wherewith may the agriculturists of the north- 
ern, middle or western states purchase foreign goods? 
The home market destroyed, and the price of labor re- 
duced to the minimum at which a subsistence may be ob- 
tained—they must cither revert to the ‘‘American Sys- 
tem” for clothing and comfort, or deny themselves those 
sapayennnts which they so abundantly possess at this time. 

1€ present mighty exchanges of domestic produetion 
cannot endure; and the entire command over the money 
market will settle itself in these states producing that 
favored commodity, which foreign nations are graciously 
pleased to receive in part payment for their labor and 
capital employed. 

ut we nek not time—nor heart, to go into a detail of 
objections to Mr. Clay’s plan of imposing a common 
standard for duties, aud at a rate which is not protective 
of any leading interest of the large majority of the Ameri- 
can people. It may be, that our favorite systems are all 
to be destroyed. If so the majority determine—+so be it! 
We shall bear our part of the common suffering with 
tience—in full confidence that the people will nullify, 
at the ballot boxes), the laws which may be passed for 
that purpose ,—and re-establish the right of self-defence, by 
Baa ag of commerce.” And, all things considered, 
we firmly believe—that it is much better to encounter, at 
once, the ruin which Mr. Forsyth and others threaten us 
with, than compromit the principle of protection. Mr. 
Clay does not understand his bill to be an abandonment 
of that principle. We are sure that he does not. But 
we cannot agree with him, on this point; and would rather, 
much rather, that all duties were reduced to five, than to 
twenty per cent. at the end of the period proposed—that 
ntation and taxation may be equalized, as design- 
ed by thie constitution. As 20 per cent. will do nothing 
for protection, its amount will be a tax on consumption; 
for the prices of commodities, instead of being controlled 
by American competition, will rest wholly with foreign 
ucers. The market will be their own—as much so 
as the market of their colonial possessions; and they will 
se late our commerce” at their own good will. 
e have no stake in this matter. The part that we 
have taken has been greatly detrimental to our pecu- 





sous, that no modification of the tariff laws Ought | 
take place at the present session of congress. A; the 
next—when all may act understaudingly ou the subjeet 
we feel disposed to lend our humble aid to a clus al ; 
close investigation of the whole matter, and would 4 oa 
to retirements from the amount of protection, jy 4)j al. 
missible cases, for the sake of harmony and to insure 
permanency in the legislation of the United States—bu 
further than this we cannot—~will nol, go. 





§G-SurPLEMENT To vol. 43. We have very rely. 
tantly arrived at the conclusion that we ought to pubis, 
a supplement to the current volume of the Recisryy— 
to contain: 

Part I. The Virginia resolutions of Dec. 21, 1793 
with extracts from the address to the people which ac. 
companied them, and the report—by James Madisun, 

Answers of several of the states to these resolutioys:-— 

The Xentucky resolutions of Nov. 10, 1798; with thos 
of Nov. 14, 1799, on certain resolutions of other staj 
legislatures concerning the alien and sedition laws—t 
which will be added the letter of Thomas Jefferson Ray. 
dolph, enclosing a copy of the original draft of the Ken. 
ask resolutions, by: ‘I'‘homas Jef/erson— 

r. Madison’s letters to Messrs. E. Everett and (, J. 
Ingersoll, explanatory of the Virginia resolutions, &e. to 
Mr. A. Stevenson on the phrase of ‘‘common defence aud 
general welfare,” to gov. Snyder 809) on the power of 
the supreme court; and his two letters to Mr. Cabell, 
(1828) on the constitutionality of the tariff laws— 

An extract from gen. George HW ashington’s circular, 
dated at Newburgh, Juve 18, 1783—with his proclany- 
tions of 7th Aug. and 25th Sept. 1794, because of combi- 
nations to resist the laws in certain parts of Pennsylvania 
—and his speech to both houses of cougress, Nov. 14, 
1794, with reference to the same subject— 

The acts of the several states ratifying the constitution 
of the United States—and other like papers. 

Part il. The bill reported to the senate by the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, further to provide for the collee- 
tion of duties on imports, with the whole debate thereon. 
‘The report and bill from the same committee of the house 
of representatives, and the debate thereon, or on the bill 
from the senate, if any shall take place. 

Part ill. A selection from the speeches delivered, at 
the present session, on the tariff—with Mr. Clay’s speech 
on the land bill, and, perhaps, others on miscellaneous 
subjects—to which will be added certain valuable public 
documents, that we have been compelled to postpone the 
publication of in the Reeisrer, proper—if room shall 
remain for them. 

The supplement will contain from 13 to 15 sheets of 
the closely printed matter of the Register. Its price 
one dollar. It will be forwarded to those from whom we 
have standing orders with relation to such things, or who 
receiv? our work in volumes; and to all others of our sub- 
scribers who may desire it, if their wishes are mac 
known in due season, and the extra change remitted, or 
otherwise arranged. And this proceeding will be neces 
sary; for we do not wish to force this extra on any ove. 
The edition will consist of less than one-half the number 
of the Reeister which is printed; and surplus copi+s (if 
any remain), will be promptly offered for general sale— 
which may be considerable. - 

Peeuniary profit is not the leading consideration to this 
proceeding. We think that the Reeistrer will fail of 1s 
purpose, without such an addition to its usual mass 0! 
matter—and it will eontain as much reading as is U sually 
found ina pretty closely printed 8vo. volume of more 
than six hundred pages, for one dollar, only. 

‘The speeches in congress will be copied from the able 
and spirited reports of them published in the **NaTioy- 
AL INTELLIGENCER,” with such corrections as may be of- 
fered. We are loath, in any degree, to interfere with 
the industrious and faithful editors of that paper, in the! 
Register of Debates, (which ought to be in the library ol 
every American statesman), But many months must 
elapse, we believe, before the proprictors of that work ©" 
reach this debate—and, in the mean time, it will be much 
needed for reference and use; and besides, for pres? ut 
publication, their reports are used by every body, with 
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eee pli : See 
ven poor compliment of giving them ‘‘credit” 
ron costly and laborious efforts which they make to 


let the people know what has been said, or done, in con- 


oThe su ent will be so pushed forward, as to be 

eted about the first of April—and gentlemen, de- 
siring to have it, will please to keep back the binding of 
their volumes until that time. 





Taz vero. The ‘Richmond Enquirer” and other 
unchangable papers, have bespoken a veto on Mr. Clay’s 
t land bill—if it shall pass both houses of congress. 
he right of a president of the United States to exercise 
this delicate power, is not much regarded ‘‘in these our 
days.” ‘Time was when such familiar suggestions of the 
yeto would have been thought impudent; and we 
hope that it will come again. [t isa power which kings 
uail at the using of—and presidents and governors should 
think long and cautiously upon, The resistance of the 
will of a majority of the people, expressed by their repre- 
sentatives, in the passage of laws, dy a single man, isa 
matter that may not become one of daily oecurrence, and 
a people remain free. . 
rhe governor of Kentucky has vetoed the resolutions 
lately passed by the legislature concerning the public 
lands and the bank of the United States*—and the go- 
yernor of Missouri vetoed a divorce bill, with a long ar- 
gument against the uncoustitutionality of granting divor- 
ces, ke. 





Tue NEXT PRESIDENCY. Mr. Van Buren is called the 
“heir apparent”—but Mr. McLean, of Ohio, and Mr. 
Cass, secretary of war, have also been already named for 
the presidency. Rather soon—we should think! 


_-_o 


A rsront! A Washington correspondent of the New 
York Courier and Enquirer says that it is rumored that 
chief justice Marshall has intimated his willingness to re- 
sign his station on the bench of the supreme court, pro- 
vided he can be assured that Mr. Webster will succeed 
him. The president, he adds, is willing to give such as- 
surance; but Mr. Webster declines entering into an ar- 
rangement upon the subject. 





Tue TRUE aTTick SALT! The ‘‘Pennsylvanian” says— 
“Our worthy citizen, Mathew Carey, complains that the 
manufacturers don’t estimate his labors properly—they 
will not pay paper and print. Hezekiah Niles is the 
oaly person who understands the manufacturers—he takes 
pay in brevehes and vest patterns—buttons, patent shovels, 


&e. Ke.’ 





THE PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE. The following queer ar- 


| Ucle is copied from the Philadelphia Inquirer: \We Lave 


hosgat it worth preserving. 
“We understand that John 1. Mumford, esq. the distinguish- 
ed editor of the New York Standard, passed through this city 
yesterday on his way home frou Washington. We are gratifi- 
ed to learn that he has had an explanation with the president in 
relation to the unfortunate disclosure concerning the message, 
i which he sufficiently proved, and to the satisfaction of the 
executive, that the story of his having betrayed the high and confi- 
dential trust reposed in him, is entirely a fabrication of the Clay 
party—and that although he has left no stone unturned, he has 
been unable to discover the person on board of the steamboat 
Who gave the certificate against him, and that he has every 
reason to believe that there is uo such person in existence. In 
relation to the 80,000 dollars said to have been made by the 
stock operation in consequence of the premature receipt of the 
President’s message, Mr. Mumford pas, we learn, adduced 
creeence to the president, proving beyond the shadow of a 
Cubt, that he did not make a farthing by the transaction, but 
Was the innocent victim of pretended friends, who after the 
aa Was consummated refused to divide ‘the spoils.” Having 
an lished the article in the Courier & Enquirer, waking the 
arges against colonel Mumford, we embrace the earliest op- 
Portauity of making the correction.” 


me Barrish West Inpres. Jamaica remains in a very 
sell. state. The assembly had been dissolved, in angry 
‘ngs, between the governor and the legislature. A mu- 


f had been put up in Opposition to the mayor of King- 





*The resolution 
Be is, however, have passed the senate by the con- 
SUtutional majority. ; : 








ston for a seat in the assembly, and seems to have obtain- 
eda majority of the votes—for it is said that the ‘whites 
were kept from the polls by brutal foree.” After 14 
days serutiny, the mayor was declared elected—but the 
governor instantly dissolved the house. Other instances 
are noticed to shew that he takes part with the people of 
color—and he has reminded the assembly of ‘*the omni- 
potence of the British parliament.” ‘This parliament, 
now “reformed,” we think, will reform things in the 
West Indies, to the ultimate abolition of slavery—at 
every hazard. Many of the members have been elected 
on this condition. 

A late number of the Jamaica Courant, says—‘*The 
state of some of the Windward Islands is deplorable. The 
inhabitants of Trinidad are in a state of excitement bor- 
dering on resistance to the constituted authorities, 

St. Lucia is also in a similar condition. The planters 
and the governor are atissue. The former appear to 
spurn with indignation the offer of £58,000 on the con- 
ditions imposed—that is, to adopt the orders*in couneil, 
which they declare never can or will be enforeed in that 
colony! Various desertions take place among the ne- 
groes, who, with many of their owners, are making their 
escape to Martinique, in defiance of the governor’s pro- 
clamation! 

It appears that the loss of life, by the great hurricane at 
Barbadoes on the 11th August, 1831, was 2,457; and of 
property, £2,311,729 currency. 





Forr1cn news. London papers to the 6th Jan. have 
been received at New York. They do not contain any 
important intelligence. 

‘The king of Holland has refused to sanction the capitu- 
lation of baron Chasse, so far as it relates to the surren- 
der of forts Lillo and Leifkenschock—so the baron and his 
troops remain prisoners of war. Yet the king has high- 
ly approved the conduct of the baron, in detending the 
citadel of Antwerp; and sent him the insignia of the knight 
grand eross of the order of William, being the one which 
he himself had worn, and otherwise complimented the 
veteran. The account of the siege of the citadel shews 
the wonderful power of the French bombs, and the pre- 
cision with which they were thrown. The surrender 
was not made until the /ast place of shelter was destroy- 
ed. Many parts of the work, regarded bomb-proof, 
were promptly shewn not to be so. 

Baron Chasse, and his suite, had started for France. 
He was treated in the most respectful manner. His 
troops surrendered were 3,467 men. 

A general order of marshal Girard announces to the 
troops the rewards they will receive from the king’s 
hands, on his reviewing them at Valenciennes. It states, 
ist. ‘he number of metres of trenches thrown up by the 
working parties to be 14,009, or about 85 miles. 2d. 
The number of wounded, 695; killed, outright, 108, total 
803. 3. The rounds of ammunition fired by the artille- 
ry, 63,000: of which 16,000 were howitzer shells, new 
model; 15,000 ten inch mortar shells; and the remainder 
32,000 round shot, 24and 16 pounders. The materiel 
found in the citadel and forts amounts to 130 pieces of 
different form and calibre, with a large supply of ammu- 
nition and projectiles of every description. 

‘The prospects of war do not appear to be increased in 
consequence of the proceedings just mentioned; but seve- 
ral more Dutch vessels had been sent into the English 
ports. 

Nothing material has happened in Great Britain, France 
or Portugal. The king of Spain has relapsed, aud the 
queen had resumed the sovereign authority. 

It is said that Mr. O°Counell, has returned himself, 
three sons and five sons-in-law, to the house of commons, 
Quite a family party. Cobbett has been elected a meme 
ber of parliament. . 


a Meo 
TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION, 
SENATE. 


February 7. Several private and local bills were read, &e, 

Mr. Poinderter offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thai the president of the United States be requested 
to canse to be laid before the senate copies of the orders which 
have been given to the commanding officer of the military for- 
ces assembled in and near to the city of Charleston, South Ca- 
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rolina; and also copies of the orders which have been given to , far as may in his judgment be compatible with the public inte-. 
of t the naval forces assembled in the biehor of | est.”” € inte; 


eittenen, atten larly such orders, if h ha 

; orders, if any suc ve been 
to resist the constituted authorities of the state of South 

within the chartered limits of said state. 

_ @ in » (the resolution baving been read), said, that, 
asa onse to this resolution might have an important bear- 
ing on bill which was now pending, and as he supposed that 
No senator would object to the course, he would ask that the 
resolution be considered at this time. 

No objection being made, the senate proceeded to consider 
the resolution. 

The resolution having been again read— 

Mr. Webster, (who had just come in), said this appeared to be 
a very important resolution, and.one which required some con- 
sideration. He therefore hoped that the passage of the resolu- 
tion would not be pressed at this time. 

Mr. Grundy asked for the reading of the resolution. The re- 
solution was then read again. 

Mr. Poindezter expressed a desire to be informed by the se- 
nator from Massachusetts what kind of orders could be issued 
from the war department, which ought to be kept secret, ata 
time of profound peace. If there was likely to be war, he would 
wish to know it. If not, there could be no objection to the com 
munication of any orders issned in a time of profound peace. 

president could answer this resolution in his own way, and 
the senate would be able to see from the possession of the or- 
ders, whether they were transcended by the officer to whom 
they were sent, and to attach responsibility where it ought to lie. 
If honorable senators were unwilling that the truth should meet 


the light, be it so. But he hoped that the senate would concur 
in his resolution. 


Mr. Grundy said he bad never any objection to any informa- 
tion being obtained, which was proper in its character, either at 
this, or Al any other time. The proposition now submitted con- 
tained niuch matter, and some which it might not be discreet at 
this moment to give, although it might proper to give it 
hereafter. He could wish that the resolution should lie over 
until to-morrow, when he would interpose no objection to its 

, 380 far as his vote was concerned. At present he was 
ignorant of the purport of the resolution, having only just heard 
it read; nor could he tell the design with which it had been in- 
troduced. Much had been said about the military force con- 
centrated in and about Charleston, and he was himself as anxi- 
ous as any gentleman to know when and where this force was 
concentrated. But he wished to see whether this inquiry did 
not go too far, or whether it went far enough. He hoped, there- 
fore, that the resolution would be laid on the table until to- 
morrow; and that the bare circumstance of senators being in- 
attentive or absent would not induce the senator from Missis- 
sippi to press the consideration of the resolution out of the usual 
order of the senate. 

Mr. G. concluded with moving to postpone the further consi- 
deration of the resolution until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the resolution was then ordered to 
be printed. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the bil} making 
further provision for the collection of duties on imports—and 
Mr. Clayton addressed the senate at length, in support of the 
bill, and in reply to Messrs. Tyler and others. 

After he had concluded, Mr. Mangum moved that the further 
consideration of the bill should be postponed until to-morrow— 
wishing to give his sentiments upon it, but being then too much 
indisposed to go into 30 arduous a task. 

This motion was rejected, after some desultory remarks of 
Messrs. te Wilkins and Webster against, and of Messrs. 
King and Cathoun, in favor of it—by yeas and nays as inserted 
in our iast—and Mr. Mangum then commenced his observa- 
tions, the senate twice refusing to adjourn. Buton Mr, Tyler’s 
motion, the senate adjourned at 4 o’clock. 

8. After other business— 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Grundy, took up the re- 
solution offered yesterday by Mr. Poindezter: 

The resolution being read— 

Mr. said he was in favor of the main object of the re- 
solution, but he wished to propose a modification of it before it 
was adopted. The first part of the resolution, he said did not 
leave to the executive that discretion as to the extent and bear- 
ing of the information to be communicated, which was always 
allowed in resolutions of this kind, that nothing might be requir- 
ed from the executive detrimental to the public interest. On 
this oceasion, he would barely say, without pretending to any 
particular knowledge on the subject, that he believed the an- 
swer.to the resolution, as he should propose to modify it, would 
be satisfactory to the gentleman and the senate. His design in 

an amendment, was not to prevent the copies of all 
military orders issued by the government from being sent to the 
senate, but to put it in the power of the executive, without be- 
ing subject to the imputation of refusing to comply with a re- 
quest of the senate, to withhold any thing connected with the 
rs called for, which might involve private individuals. For 
mself, he was fer withholding nothing that it was proper to 
ask for, operate how it might. If there were any orders affect- 
ing the constituted authorities of South Carolina, especially, he 
thonght the senate and the people ought to have them, without 
any reservation. Mr. G. then moved to amend the resolution, 
by inserting after the words “‘before the senate,” the words ‘so 


Mr. Poindexter said he thought yesterday, from indication, 
then given, that this call placed the gentleman from Tennessee 
in an awkward predicament, and. he was now sure of it, 
amendment now proposed by him, was calculated to destro 
the effect of the resolution altogether. He denied the propos), 
tion that, in regard to any orders to an officer of the army or the 
navy, in time of peace, it had been usual, or was Proper, to 
make any exception whatever in calls upon the executive 
There were two classes of eases in which, wbén calls were Made 
upon the executive for information, exceptions were made: 1), 
one, in the case of a pending treaty, when a disclosure of diplo- 
matic papers or correspondence by the executive, might be ie. 
trimental to the public interest, in which case a discretion as jp 
that point was usually left to the executive. The other class or 
cases was when, in time of war, a call was made upon the exe. 
cutive for copies of orders issued to the commanding officer ai 
any particular station, in which case it was indispensably pe. 
cessary to leave to the executive a discretion to withhold them 
or any part of them, because the disclosure of them might give 
warning to the enemy, &c. mjuriously to the interest of oy; 
own cause. Butin time of profound peace with all the wor\ 


and at home, and at a time when no act of violence had been 
committed by any portion of the American people; when the 
strong arm ot the legislature was stretched out to the legislature 
of one of the states of the union, commanding them to retrace 
their steps, or abide the pains and penalties of treason; and 
when we see the asseinbly of land and naval forces on that sta. 
tion, and want to ask why the executive assembles them, and 
what they are to do, Oh, says the gentleman, pray keep these 
orders secret. Sir, what mischief can proceed, in this time of 
peace, from giving publicity to the orders to the commanding 
officers of those torees? Suppose a case: suppose that an order 
should have been issued to the military, if the legislature of the 
state of South Carolina should attempt to assemble, to go into 
their halls and disperse them, or that an order should have been 
issued to capture certain individuals, and dispose of them under 
the second section. Gentleman may smile at that, but I gay, 
suppose the case of orders having been issued such as those 
which were issued under the administration of lord North, for 
the seizure of particular refractory individuals— ought not such 
things to be known? I will not say why gentleman wince at 
this call: it may appear, on a full disclosure, that there is some- 
thing rotten in the state of Denmark—yes, rotten, which will 
not bear examination. It may appear that the executive is dis- 
posed to excite discord and civil war in the South, in order to 
have a pretext to march an army to overrun the country. Ifo 
such alarming disclosures are apprehended, why not let the re- 
solution pass as originally moved? Coupled with the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. P. said he would 
withdraw his resolution (if he eould.) He would thank that 
gentleman, he said, or any other, to tell him what exception 
could be taken to the call which it proposed, in a time of pro- 
found peace, when the answer to it could not operate to the pre- 
judice of our foreign relations, &c. We have lately heard some 
strange doctrines, Mr. P. said, about state sovereignty, and the 
supremacy of the gencral government, and, if not checked, 
they will ultimately creep up to the supreme head of the go 
vernment, which will be found granting privileges, and issuing 
orders to the people, instead of deriving authority and instruc- 
tion from them, &c. He was sorry to see this opposition to his 
reasonable motion; it seemed to be indicative of a disposition to 
shroud in secrecy the movements of the executive authority; 
and, if this amendment should be fastened upon his motion, he 
should take the liberty, in future discussion, of drawing his own 
inferences as to the nature of the orders which gentlemen dare 
not ecall for. Sir, (said Mr. P.) there was a drawing room last 
night, and great anxiety was manifested, it is said, on the part 
of some gentlemen, to get the ear of the president. 


Mr. Grundy said, that whenever the gentleman from Misss- 
sippi should think proper to draw the inferences which he ha‘ 
alluded to, they should be met with a positive denial. Mr. 6. 
would undertake to say, with the little information that he had, 
that no military movement had been made by the executive, 
either against individuals or against the authority of the state of 
South Carolina. And, while the gentleman from Mississip?! 
professed so great an anxiety to prevent or avert civil strife, Mr. 
G. asked whether the answer to his resolution, unlimited 
it was, might not lead to the very result which he deprecated: 
Now, suppose the case, that some citizen of South Carolina, 
among the most respectable of her citizens, should have give! 
information to the executive, and that upon that information or 
ders should have been issued—does the gentleman want Ue 
name of this citizen, and all those circumstances disclose’ 
(Mr. Poindexter, (in an under tone.) Yes, the whole otf them.) 
Would not such disclosure lead to the immediate shedding “ 
blood? (Mr. P. expressed, in an under tone, his disregard 0! as 
consequences]. [ wish to see all that the executive has done, s* 
Mr. Grundy in eoutinuation, but I do not wish to see all con 
deutial communications which it has received thrown before 
the public, the disclosure of which would be followed by blood. 
That was what he wished to avoid. He had no objection © 
seeing copies called for of every order which the executive ~ 
issued; but, if all communications with the officers, confiden''* 
or otherwise, were to be divclosed, consequences might be « A 
pected to follow which gentlemen who urge this ees 
would themselves deplore. What did the gentleman want 
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know what the executive had done, of a public nature? The 
amendment now progeced would not prevent his getting that 
information in full. tlemen had better wait until they got 
the answer to the resolution, before they undertook to tell what 
it would disclose: they would then find that nothing like war 
was intended—nothing but defensive measures, and those of 
Murther, Mr. G. said, without knowing any thing of the kind, 
he would suppose another case: that an officer was stationed at 
any particular post, whose feelings were too strongly enlisted, 
in any way, to interfere with a proper discharge of his duty, 
and that information to that effect should have been given to 
the executive: does the gentleman want that information? (Mr. 
Poindexter, (in an under tone:) Yes, I want that.] Did gentle- 
men want to degrade the officer, Mr. G. asked, or to ask from 
the executive information which it would be improper for him 
to disclose? If the gentleman wanted to know what had been 
done by the executive, to that Mr. G. had no objection; but, 
when he wanted copies of all communications that had passed, 
such a disclosure might produce great mischief, and could do no 


One branch of that resolution Mr. G. himself wished to see 
answered. If any thing had been meditated against the autho- 
rities of the state of South Carolina, he wished to know it all: 
for, if any thing of that sort was to appear, Mr. G. would think, 
with the gentleman from Mississippi, that the president of the 
United States had transcended his duty; and, much as the exe- 
cutive possessed his confidence, he would not stand in the way 
of his being made amenable therefor to the American people. I 
think, however, said Mr. G., that we had better forbear all re- 
marks sueh as those about punishing under the second section, 
ke. until we have some facts to ground them upon. I have 
seen no attempt or disposition on the part of the president of 
the United Sfates to proceed lawlessly in reference to this mat- 
ter. Does the tone of his communications to us savor any 
thing of action under the second section? Has any lawless or 
unconstitutional temper been manifested here? I am very glad 
that the gentleman has introduced his resolution; sir, if he had 
the power to withdraw it, 1 would myself renew it. 

Mr. Poindexter rose to explain. He had not said that the pre- 
sident had exercised any unconstitutional power. He had said, 
suppose that such and such orders were given, that it would cre- 
ate a very different sensation in this body, and throughout the 
United States, if these facts were made known, and the attempt 
to conceal facts, whatever they were, left him at liberty to infer 
whatever he pleased from it. 

Mr. Grundy said that there was no wish existing any where to 
conceal any movement of this government, beyond the wish to 
prevent conflicts which might arise among citizens of South 
Carolina, from improper disclosures. We know the unfortunate 
state of excitement which exists in that quarter, and we do not 
wish such disclosures to be required as might make them rush 
into instant battle one with another. Such might be the conse- 
quence of calling for all papers on the subject from the execu- 
tive. These papers, therefore, he thought, ought not to be made 
public. As tothe allusion which the gentleman had made to 


the drawing room, Mr. G. said he did not pretend to understand 
what he meant by it. 


Mr. Calhoun said there was not one word in this resolution 
which ought to provoke opposition; and he was very much sur- 
prised that, when a senator rises in his place to ask for the in- 
formation required by the resolution, with a view to understand 
what orders have been issued, and whether these orders are 
predicated upon any information exclusively obtained by the 
executive in reference to the state of things in South Carolina, 
it should be resisted. He was at a loss to imagine the motive 
for desiring any concealment. Was he (Mr. C.) to understand 
that the president of the United States had been corresponding 
with any party in South Carolina, that he had been receiving 
anonymous communications, and that he has been acting on 
such anonymous information? What man would take informa- 
tion of this character, in the present excited state of the coun- 
try, from a party in the state, in order to ground thereon pro- 
ceedings against South Carolina? What chief magistrate would 
correspond with a party under such circumstances? He could 
not unagine a state of things so unprecedented. If the fact be 
as the senator supposed—if it was necessary to screen any body 
for acting improperly, let the responsibility (said Mr. ©.) reston 
the president of the United States. He may communicate what 
he thinks proper. He wished to let the whole rest on the re- 
*ponsibility of the president. The whole course of the opposi- 
lon to the resolution was most extraordinary, and calculated to 
produce excitement in South Carolina Was he to understand 
that the president of the United States bas been secretly corres- 
ponding with that party which stood in opposition to the majo- 
rity in that state, and that he was proceeding to act under the 
representations thus obtained, instead of adopting that plain 
and open course of action which would become the highest ex- 
ecutive officer? The sensation which would be produced by the 
imperfect information which would be obtained by the resolu- 
ton in its amended form, would be far greater than any which 
would arise out of the publication of the entire facts. 

The hour of 12 striking at this moment— 

he chair arrested the discussion, considering it an imperative 
duty to announce the hour, &c. After remarks on the usages of 
the senate on similar occasions— 

t. Poindexter said. the response to the resolution, now under 


bill under discussion. If it was to be sent at all to the president, 
it ought to be sent immediately. He wished to allow the senate 
an opportunity to take the vote upon it, and he would therefore 
move, for the present—for he did not wizh to trespass too long 
yy favorite special order—to lay the special order on the 
table. 

Mr. Brown said he should vote in favor of the motion of the 
gentleman from Mississippi. 

The chair said it was not in order to debate a motion to lay 
the bill on the tabie. 

Mr. Poindezter withdrew his motion. 


Mr. Brown then said, that he was against the postponement of 
this discussion. So long as it should be before the senate, the 
existing excitement would be kept up throughout the country. 
He did not believe that there was any necessity in discussing the 
bill, for the information which the resolution propesed to call 
for. He did not perceive that it would at ail aid the senate in 
the discussion of the bill before the senate. Whenever a vote 
should, therefore, be taken on the resolution, he should give his 
vote against it. He deemed it to be the duty of the senate to 
pour oil on the agitated billows, and not to excite them to more 
dangerous and tumultuous action. 

Mr. Poindexter then renewed his motion to lay the special 
order on the table, and asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Brown, Calhoun, Chambers, Clayton, 
Forsyth, King, Miller, Moore, Poindexter, Tyler—L1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Buckner, Dallas, Dickerson, 
Dudley, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Holmes, 
Kane, Knight, Naudain, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Smith, Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Web- 
ster, White, Wilkins, Wright—29. , 

The senate then proceeded to the order of the day—the bill 
making further provision for the colleciion of duties ou importa. 
Mr. Mangum, who had the floor, was absent because of indispo- 
sition, and so did not proceed with his argument. 

Mr. Webster made some remarks on the spirit in which the 
bill bad been opposed, and expressed his resolution to support 
the administration, on the present occasion, because that its 
measures were approved of by him. He was followed by 
Messrs. Tyler, Bibb and Brown, &c. and various explanations 
were made. After which Mr. Dalias took the floor, and sup- 
ported the bill. He concluded his speech at half past 4 o’clock, 
when 

Mr. Miller obtained the floor, and said that after the powerful 
argument to which the senate had just listened, and the con- 
demunatory tone of that argument, in reference to the conduct of 
the state of South Carolina, it was incumbent on him to make 
some observations in justification of the proceedings in that 
state. He would either proceed now, or postpone his remarks 
until to-morrow, at the pleasure of the senate. Mr. M. here 
gave way to a motion to adjourn, which was suspended while 

The chair laid before the senate a report from the department 
of the treasury, from the commissioners of the sinking fund, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 9. After the presentation of petitions, &c. 

The senate proceeded to consider the resolution offered by 
Mr. Poindezter, calling for copies of all orders, &c. of military 
and naval commanders at Charleston, &c. 


Mr. Grundy after disavowing any inference from what he had 
said, that some correspondence of an exceptionable nature had 
taken place between the president and some individuals of 8. 
Carolina—said, when parties were arrayed against one another 
as they are there, and a great excitement existed, it was not to 
be presumed that every one would remain silent, and that the 
general government would have no information of what took 
place there. ‘This was a supposition entirely inadmissible by 
any well-regulated mind. But he had not intimated that the | 
president had responded to such communications, nor had he 
heard it charged that be had. And in conclusion, Mr. Grundy 
observed, he wished that this resolution, without being the 
means of any unnecessary excitement, should be promptly acted 
upon, because he believed that it would elicit information which 
would go in a great degree to allay the public feeling, and to 
remove groundless apprehensions; that it would indeed abate 
rather than increase the existing excitement in the south. 

The senator from South Carolina, had seemed yesterday to in- 
timate that the information which he (Mr. G.) had then given 
ought to be regarded as semi-official. Now, Mr. G. said he wish- 
ed that senator and all others to understand this: that when he 
spoke on this floor, he spoke as one of the representatives of the 
state of Tennessee, and that no other individual was to be af 
fected or committed by what he said. When he did speak for 
others, he would say so: when he did not say so, he spoke only 
as one of the representatives of Tennessee. He disclaimed any 
remarks of his being taken for any thing but the dictates of his 
own judgment, for which no other person was responsible. 

He would now state to. the senate (that there might be no mis- 
understanding of the subject) what kind of a resolution would 
answer all his purposes, anxious as he really was, that the whole 
matter should be spread before the American people, believ- 
ing that it would appear to be of a peaceful and not war- 
like character. The resolution might read thus: that the presi- 
dent of the United States be requested to lay before the senate 





ebate, was of great importance to the progress and end of the 


eopies of all orders which have been issued in relation to the 
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operation of the troops or armed vessels of the United States in 
or near the state of South Carolina since the first day of July 
last (or any other date that gentleman pleased). Under sucha 
resolution’ (said Mr. G.) we should get the whole of the infor- 
mation desired, without requiring, or appearing to require, of 
the president any information which might injariously affect any 
individuals. 
debate here ended for the present. ] 

he special order of the day was postponed till Monday, with 
a view to proceed to the consideration of executive business— 
(yeas rs nays 17), and after spending some time therein, the 


senate adjourned. 
ll. Mr. Benton gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row in uce a resolution to postpone the election of a public 


printer until the commencement of the next session of congress. 

Mr. Clay gave notice that he should, on to-morrow, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to modify the various acts imposing duties on 
imports. 

‘'he senate then proceeded to consider the resolution offered 
by Mr. Poindezter. 

Mr. Poindezter said, he did not rise to go into a further discus- 
sion of this subject, but merely to mention, that a call, analo- 
gous to this, was once made on Mr. Jerrerson, at the period of 
what was called the Burr conspiracy; when a resolution was 
introduced, in the other house, by Mr. Randolph, which went 
further than this. It was to ask of the secretary of state what 
had been done in relation to the supposed conspiracy, and what 
was intended to be done. 

Mr. Grundy. 1am thoroughly persuaded it is of great impor- 
tance that the public should be in possession of the orders, what- 
ever they may be, that have been issued from the war depart- 
ment, in relation to this subject. My fear is, that if we keep on 
discussing the resolution every morning up to the time when the 
order of the day is taken up, we shall lose the benefit of having 
these papers spread before the senate and the public; and may, 

erhaps, change the character of the discussion now going on in 
relation to the bill pending before the senate. Hoping that the 
evils which he had originally feared from the adoption of the 
resolution without amendment, might not happen, he was in- 
duced to withdraw his proposition to amend, and to request the 
a@cnate to adopt the resolution in the regular form. 

The resolution was then agreed to without amendment. 

Several private or local bills were ordered to a third reading, 


¢. 

The order of the day, the bill to provide further for the collee- 
tion of duties on imports was taken up, and Mr. Miller oceupied 
the floor until near 4 o’clock. 

Mr. Wilkins then offered several amendments to the bill, 
which were agreed to and ordered to be printed. Mr. Forsyth 
moved to strike out the 3d section, and briefly stated his reasons 
for the motion. Mr, Webster thought this the most important 
provision of the whole bill, as it respects the protection of fede- 
ral officers, &c. and hoped that the senator from Georgia would 
reconsider his motion. Mr. Wilkins said this section was indis- 
penxably neerssary—and it was applicable to the revenue laws 
only. Mr. Grundy also opposed the motion, saying “if collision 
must come, it might as well come in this as in any other form,”’ 
Ke. 
The motion was pending when the senate adjourned. 


February 12. A message was received from the president of 
the United States in reply to the resolution adopted on motion 
of Mr. Poindezter, calling for copies of the orders issued to the 
military and naval officers on the Charleston station, commu- 
nicating the documents called for. 

Mr. Foot presented a petition from citizens of Connecticut, 
against any alteration of the tariff; which was referred to the 
committee on manufactures. 

Mr. Benton asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint re- 
solution, fixing for the future the election of a public printer for 
the first week of the first session of congress for which he is to 
he elected; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Clay presented the bill of which he gave notice yesterday 
—for the bill and the debate upon it see page 411, &c. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill to provide fur- 
ther for the collection of the duties on imports. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Forsyth to strike out 
the 3d section of the bill. 

A‘tter a few words from Mr. Forsyth in defence of his motion, 

Mr. King moved that the senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. Wilkins asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bibb, Brown, Calhoun, Kane, King, Miller, 
Moore. Poindexter, Rives, Smith, Tyler—11. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Dailas, Dickerson, Dudley, 
Foot, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, John- 
ston, Knight, Naudain, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Kuggies, 
Sevements Spragne, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster, White, Wil- 
kins— . 

Me. Frelinghuysen then made some observations against the 
motion to strike ont. 

Mr. Ribb spoke at some length in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Poindexter then moved that the senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. Wilkins asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 12, nays 25. 

The debate was then continued further by Mr. Grundy, Mr. 
Kane and Mr. Sprague, against the motion, and by Mr. Forsyth 
in favor of it. 
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The question was then taken on the motion to stri aa 
decided as follows: strike out, and 
aes ee Bibb, Calhoun, Forsyth, Moore, Poindex. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Brown, Buckner, Dud 
ing, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hill Holmes, Johnston, ka” 4 
Knight, —: ees ~g Robbins, Robinson, Rugg ey 
Sprague, ‘Tipton omlinson aggaman, Webste ON 
Wilkins, Wright—28. - 1 T) White, 
So the senate refused to strike out the 3d section. 
Ou motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill, as amended, was th. 
ordered to be printed. ® 
At five o’clock the senate adjourned. 


February 13. Mr. Webster rose, and stated that, in pursuane 
of the notice which he had given yesterday, he wished now . 
lay on the table some resolutions, expressive of his opinions on 
the important subjects in relation to which a bill was presenteq 
to the senate yesterday. He would now send the resolutions 
the table, and request that they might be read. They woyjq 
then come up for consideration to-morrow, when he should tak, 
an opportunity to make a short explanation of his views of then 

The resolutions were then read as follows: : 


Resolved, That the annual revenues of the country ought not 
to be allowed to exceed a just estimate of the wants of the gO 
vernment; and that as soon as it shall be ascertained, with rea. 
sonable certainty, that the rates of duties on imports, as esta). 
lished by the act of July, 1832, will yield an excess over those 
wants, provision ought to be made for their reduction; and thar 
in making this reduction, just regard should be had to the vay. 
ous interests and opinions of different parts of the country, so as 
most effectually to preserve the integrity and harmony of the 
union, and to provide for the common defence and promote the 
general welfare of the whole. 


But, whereas it is certain that the diminution of the rates of 
duties on some articles would increase, instead of reducing, the 
aggregate amount of revenue on such articles—and whereas in 
regard to such articles as it has been the policy of the country 
to protect, a slight reduction on one might produce essential in- 
jury and even distress to large classes of the community, while 
another might bear a larger reduction without any such conse- 
quences—and whereas, also, there are many articles the duties 
on which might be reduced, or altogether abolished, without 
producing any other effect than the reduction of revenue: There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That, in reducing the rates of duties imposed on im- 
ports by the act of the 14th of July aforesaid, it is not wise or 
judicious to proceed by way of an equal reduction per centum 
on all articles, but that as well the amount as the time of redue- 
tion ought to be fixed, in respect to the several articles distinct- 
ly, having due regard, in each case, to the questions whether the 
proposed reduction will affect revenue alone, or how far it will 
operate injuriously on those domestic manufactures hitherto 
protected; especially such as are essential in time of war, and 
such also as have been established on the faith of existing laws; 
and, above all, how far such proposed reduction will affect the 
rates of wages and the earnings of American manual labor. 

Resolved, That it is unwise and injudicious, in regulating im- 
posts, to adopt a plan, hitherto equally unknown in the history 
of this government, and in the practice ofall enlightened nations, 
which shall, either immediately or prospectively, reject all dis- 
crimination on articles to be taxed, whether they be articles of 
necessity, or of luxury, of general consumption, or of limited 
consumption; and whether they be or be not such as are mano- 
factured and produced at home; and which shall confine all du- 
ties to one equal rate per centum on all articles. 


Resolved, That since the people of the United States have de- 
prived the state governments of all power of fostering manufac- 
tures, however indispensable in peace or in war, or however 
important to national independence, by commercial regulations, 
or by laying duties on imports, and have transferred the whole 
authority to make such regulations, and to lay such duties, to 
the congress of the United States, congress cannot surrender ot 
abandon such power, compatibly with its constitutional duty; 
and therefore, 


_ Resolved, That no law ought to be passed on the subject of 
imposts, containing any stipulation, express or implied, or giving 
any pledge or assurance, direct or indirect, which shall tend to 
restrain congress from the full exercise, at all times hereafter, of 
all its constitutional powers, in giving reasonable protection to 
American industry, countervailing the policy of foreign nations, 
and maintaining the substantial independence of the U. States. 

On motion of Mr. Dallas, the resolutions were then ordered 
to be printed. 


After other business, which will sufficiently appear hereafter— 
The bill offered yesterday, by Mr. Clay, was read a second 
time. Mr. Dickerson moved to refer it to the eommittee on ma- 
nufactures. Mr. Grundy thought that, as it was introduced in 
spirit of conciliation, it onght to be referred to a select commit- 
tee. Mr. Clay expressed himself as being indifferent to which 
committee it was referred. Mr. Dickerson spoke in favor of his 
proposition. Mr. Calhoun favored the reference suggested by 
Mr. Grundy. Mr. Buckner was opposed to a select commitiee, 
and denounced some parts of the bill. Messrs. Bell, King and 
Holmes were in favor of aselect committee. Mr. Benton thought 
it unnecessary to refer the bill at all—it was based on the act of 





1832, which 16 members of the senate had opposed as unconst- 
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tutional, &e. Mr. Dallas was indisposed to act on the bill until ; Hendricks, Hill, Johnston, Knight, Naudain, Robbins, Ruggles, 


w, (when Mr. Webdster’s resolutions would come u 
gee . lay it on the table. Negatived, yeas 13, nays oe 
anrhe qu then recurred on the motion to refer the bill to 
the committee on manufactures, 

question being taken was decided as follows: 
yEAS—Messrs. Buckner, Dallas, Dickerron, Dudley, Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks, Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, Wilkins, 
tight—12. 
Wrigyy S—Mesers. Bell, Black, Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Foot, Poser te, Graney Hill, Holmes, Johnston, Kane, 
King, Moore, woe! Poindexter, Rives, Robinson, Seymour, 
Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, White—26. 

So the bill was referred to a select committee. 

The select committee consists of Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, 
Grundy, Webster, Clayton, Rives and Dallas). 

(The other business attended to must lie over]. 

Evening session. 

Mr. Brown had leave of absence for the remainder of the ses- 
sion, because of the sudden death of a member of his family. 

On motion of Mr. Wilkins, the senate again proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to provide further for the collection of 
the duty on imports. 

Mr. Bibb moved to postpone the further consideration of the 
pill, and to make it the special order for to-morrow, in order to 
afford him time to examine the third section more at his leisure. 

The yeas and nays being ordered on this question, it was de- 
cided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Calhoun, King, Miller, Moore, 
Poindexter, Tyler—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dudley, Dick- 
erson, Ewing, Foot, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Holmes, Johnston, Kane, Naudain, Robinson, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, Sprague, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, Wag- 
gaman, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wright—30. 

So the senate refused to postpone the bill. 

Mr. Moore then rose and addressed the senate about half an 
hour against the bill; after which 

The committee rose and reported the bill as amended; and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. Poindexter expressed a hope that the final decision would 
be postponed for a day longer. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate then adjourned at 7 
o'clock. 

February 14. Mr. Benton’s resolation concerning the election 
of a printer to the senate was laid on the table. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the resolutions offered 
yesterday by Mr. Webster. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. Webster said that it had been for some time his wish, on 
this most interesting subject, to express his own opinions, as 
briefly as possible, in the form of resolutions, and to follow up 
those resolutions with a few remarks. It would be agreeable to 
him to go on at once in the performance of this task, were it not 
fir the standing order which required that the special order shall 
be called every day at 12 o’clock. Ashe did not wish to inter- 
fere witli the important discussion which would commence at 
lat hour, if the gentleman who proposed to occupy the floor 
to-day on that subject was now ready to proceed, he would 
postpoue what he had to say on the subject of his resolutions 
uslil to merrow. 


Mr. Forsysh suggested that the senate would be glad to listen 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts at this time, even if he 
should transcend the hour for the calling of the special order. 

Mr. Calhoun said he would conform himself, in this instance, 
to the convenience of the senator from Virginia, who waz ex- 
pected to occupy the floor. 

Mr. Rives stated that he was entirely in the hands of the se- 
nate. He was prepared to proceed with his remarks now, if 
such was the pleasure of the senate, or to suspend them until 
after the senator from Massachusetts should have been heard. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, the resolutions were then laid 
On the table, 

Mr. Rives then took the floor and spoke until 3 o’elock against 
the bill to provide further for the collection of duties.on imports, 
and the “new doctrines”? which had been interpolated into the 
principles of republicanism, &ce. 

,. Eving then offered an amendment to the 3d section of 
bill. After which the senate took a recess until 5 o’clock. 
At5 o’clock the bill above mentioned was further considered, 

and some amendments made. 

Me, Clay moved to amend the bill in the first section by strik- 

Ne out the words “either upon land or on board any vessel.”? 

“ considered that the idea of having a custom house on board 

esse! was ludicrous. 

n.. Webster said he could imagine a ease in which such a pro- 
‘on might be necessary. He did not agree that the proposi- 

may ludicrous, but he saw no great reason to object to the 


Messrs, Wilkins and Wright also o the striki 
ng out— 
and, after some few words from Macon Holmes Forsyth, Poin- 
maye as foe? Mr. Clay’s motion was negatived by yeas and 

a: . 
ne AS—Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, Ewing, Foot, Holmes, Man- 
vai atller, Moore, Poindexter, Prentiss, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
\ AYA Wilkins—14. 

Dallag S—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Chambers, Clayton, 
» Dickerson, Dudley, Foreyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, 





Seymour, Smith, Sprague, Tipton, Wright, White—24. 
ther amendments were accepted—but the leading features 
of the bill were generally retained. 

The day’s sitting was finally closed on the motion of Mr. Cal- 
houn, who expressed his wish to be heard on the bill. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thurday, Feb. 7. Mr. H. Everett submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be requested to 
state to the house the reason why the resolution of this house 
of the 7th of January last, “‘requesting him to prepare and lay 
before this house a comparative statement of the rates of duties 
under the acts of 1816, 1818, 1824, 1828, 1832, and under the bill 
reported by the committee of ways and means, at the present 
session,’’ has not been answered. 

The above resolution lies on the table one day under the rule. 

An engrossed joint resolution explanatory of the third section 
of the act of July 5, 1832, entitled “an act for liquidating and 
paying certain claims of the state of Virginia,”? was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Cambreleng asked the unanimous consent of the house 
to move to go into committee on the bill to explain the 8th sec- 
tion of the tariff Jaw of 1832, (on the subject of drawback.) 

Mr. Hoffman objecting, 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to suspend the rule. 

The question being put, the yeas were 92, nays 54—(not two 
thirds.) So the motion was negatived. 

The bill to incorporate the Methodist chureh of Georgetown 
coming up, 

Mr. Hall, of North Carolina, moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, as he entertained constitutional objections 
to it. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. Ellsworth, Wash- 
ington, Semmes, Arnold and Vance, took part, and an inetfec- 
tual motion to lay the bill upon the table, its consideration was 
postponed for one week. 

The house now went into committee of the whole, Mr. Craw- 
ford in the chair, on the bill to explain the 8th section of the 
tariff law of 1832. 

Mr. Hoffman put several queries to Mr. Cambreleng on the 
provision of the bill. In reply to which, 

Mr. Cambreleng went.into a history of the bill, and the cir- 
cumstances in which it bad had its origin: he stated the dif- 
erent constructions of the bill it went to explain, and stated 
in substance that the object or the bill was to enable the holders 
of goods entitled to drawback under the law of 1828, to receive 
the difference of duty between the law of 1828, which they had 
paid, and 1832, which alone they would be now bound to pay, 
without laying them under the necessity of re-shipping their 
goods. It extended this privilege beyond the original importer, 
to all who held the goods in the original packages. 

Mr. Wickliffe thought that the bill went farther than this, or it 
need not be so long. 

Mr. Cambreleng replied, and explained that the length of the 
bill had been occasioned by a desire to accommodate the of- 
ficers of the customs. It granted no new privilege, but merely 
“aay a facility in the exercise of the privilege already conferred 

y law. 


Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, further explained the nature of 
the bill, and argued to show that the treasury, instead of losing, 
would in reality gain by its_passage: inasmuch as if the goods 
were allowed to be takento the custom house now, all the holder 
would get would be the difference of duty; whereas, if they 
should be re-shipped and returned to this country, he could 
claim a drawback of the whole duty paid. 

The discussion of the bill was cut short by the expiration of 
the hour. 

Mr. IWickliffe gave notice that he should to-morrow ask the 
house to vote on his amendment to the constitution in relation 
to appointments to office. 

The house went again into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, and resumed the consideration of the tariff 
bill. 

The question coming up on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Russell, of Ohio, to reinstate the tariff law of 1832, and to con- 
tinue it in force till 1841. 

Mr. Ellsworth opposed the motion. He said that while it ear- 
ried the appearance of settling the question of the tariff, it would 
not really settle it at all; and it seemed to imply that at the end 
of eight years the policy of the country should be abandoned. 
Sir, said Mr. E. the bill is now so altered and patched, that it 
cannot receive the support of any party in this house, nor will 
it be satisfactory to any portion of the country. Itis the most 
incongruous thing that ever man bebeld. [tis made up of the ta- 
riffs of 1816, °18, °28 and °32, without the least regard to propor- 
tions or state of facts. Mr. E. said it was lost time to work upon 
this bill any longer; it cannot pass. If any thing could be done, 
we must start anew, and whatever is done must be permanent, 
This perpetual agitation of the question, and this annually mak- 
po new tariff, is what cannot be borne. He said he spoke 
only for himself; he knew not that any gentleman would agree 
with him, but he felt satisfied that if any thing could be done, to 
put this matter at rest, it must be a bill very gradually reducing 
duties down to a proper standard, through the course of many 
years, taking the bill of last July as the beginning. He believed 
that a bill might be brought into the house whieh would satisfy 
the north, and in some measure meet the demands of the most 
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try could be settled and secured, and the duties gradually re- 
dueed so as to save the manufacturers, he was not ready to say 
he would not support such a bill; but then it would be a sine 
qua non with him, that such a bill should come into the house, 
and so be sustained here, as to afford the fullest assurance that 
the tariff should not be again agitated. It must come from the 
south, and be sustained by southern votes; and without this as- 
surance, he would not take sucha bill, come from where it 
He would not wish to see such a bill from northern 
Uemen. and forced upon the south; for then we should see 
next session just what we sce now, a renewed and more de- 
termined attack on the tariff. ‘The compulsory and silent com- 
promise of last session had taught him to beware of such at- 
tempts. Let the south, oppressed as she says she is, (though he 
did not believe it), come forward with a bill of very gradual re- 
duction, of some ten years or more, and leaving at that time a 
clear protection in cash duties of twenty-five per cent. and he 
would very seriously think of such a scheme. But while the 
south hold to their present determination to put down all pro- 
tection, he would not attempt to meet them at all. His con- 
stituents would not yield a hair’s breadth. If we must have 
war or atotal abandonment of our present policy, let war come. 
Mr. E. said, here he would take his stand, and see how the 
people would bear him out. It is in vain, (said Mr. E.) to go 
on with this disjointed bill. He appealed to the south, if they 
supposed the representatives of the north could thus, session 
after session, sulfer a policy to be insidiously attacked without 
any hope or even promise of acompromise. South Carolina has 
sworn we shall have no peace while we have a tariff of even 
incidental protection. Mr. E. said, he was ready to swear, for 
one, that the present policy should never be abandoned, peace 
or War; and he would do nothing until he saw a returning sense 
of justice in the south, and a pledge that they would arrange a 
tariff that should protect the industry of the country, and leave 
the matter finally and fully settled. 


Mr. Russell, after some remarks, which were inaudible, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. Speight moved that the committee rise and report; and 
in supporting this motion, made a reply to the remarks of Mr. 

tisworth, professing himself and the south ready to accede to 
any reasonable arrangement which would quiet the public mind. 
He would consent to the law of 1832, if-it was to be gradually 
reduced within any reasonable space of tiine, until the revenue 
should come down to the wants of the gevernment. 

Mr. Bates, of Maine, moved to amend the bill by reinstating 
the law of 1832, and reducing it at the rate of 20 per cent. an- 
nually, until the revenue should amount to 15,000,.00 dollars. 
Negatived. 

Mr. Semmes, of Maryland, moved an amendment imposing a 
protecting duty of two cents a pound on alum—earried. 

Mr. Wardwell moved to amend the duty on spirits, so as to 
make it range, upon the several proofs, from 35 graduaily to 55 
cents. This was negatived—yeas 51, nays 59. 

Mr. White, of New York, moved to amend the duty on su- 
gar £0 as to extend the reduction below two cents, the first year 
to 1} cent, and then at 1 cent, permanent. 

Mr. Thomas, of Lou. made a warm remonstrance against such 
a reduction, which must prove the ruin of all the sugar planters. 
lle adverted to the great reduction in the price of sugar, which, 
when he first settled in Louisiana was at 25 cents the pound, 
and now ranged from 6 down to 2cents. The reduction of duty 
would have no effect on the market price, but a most destruc- 
tive one on the growers. 

‘The motion was negatived without a count. 

Mr. Marshall moved to restore the duties of 1828, to the spi- 
rits made from grain—negatived. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved to add the articles of potatoes, 
beef, pork and butter, on each of which he wished to fix a pro- 
tecting duty—negatived. 

Mr. Nelson, of Massachusetts, moved to amend the bill on 
that part relating to hosiery, by inserting the word ‘cotton,”? 
and placing the duty 30 instead of 20 per cent. and striking out 
that section of the bill which places cotton hosiery, mits, &c. at 
20 per cent.—negatived. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved to strike out the whole section in rela- 
tion to coarse cloths, plains, kerseys, &c. costing 35 cents a 
yard, and blankets costing 75 cents; so as to leave those articles 
subject to a duty of 40 per cent. gradually reduced to 20, as on 
carpets, &c.—negatived, yeas 48, nays 56. 

Mr. Thomas, of Louisiana, moved to amend the bill, by strik- 
ing raw cotton from the list of free articles: and supported the 
motion by a short speech, in which he depicted the evils which 
must follow the inundation of cotton from Texas. The motion 
was agreed to. 

(Mr. Barringer had yesterday moved to put upon this article 
a duty of two cents a pound—whiclh was agreed to.) 

Mr. Jarvis, of Maine, moved to add a section providing gene- 
rally for the allowance of drawback—agreed to. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, moved an additional section, 
allowing a drawback of 1} cent a pound on nails; the section is 
vey fully guarded against frauds. 

r. R. went into a number of statistical details in reference 
to this manufacture, its extent, its consumption of the coal of 
the south, and the peculiar kind of iron required for carrying 
it on. 

The section was carried—yeas 67, nays 52. 


replying to the speeches made yesterday by Messrs, 
and Patton in answer to one of his. 
at length into a reply, and was followed by Mr. Drayton 
Mr. Patton. 


the numerous amendments offered to the tari 
day, our reporter misunderstood the fate of one moved by Mr. 


=F emu rer ————— 
Mr. Alexander, of Virginia, moved that the committee tine 


and report it to the house as amended. 


Before the question was taken, 


Dr 
Mr. A. accordingly pn 


and 


The committee then rose and reported the bill to the house. 


and it was ordered to be printed with all the amendments, Tp, 
house then adjourned. 


[ Corrections—from the National Intelligencer of February g 
In the great confusion which prevailed during the discussion of 


bill on Wednes. 


Thrie, of Pennsylvania, proposing a specific duty of 25 cents , 
gallon on linsecd, hempseed and rapeseed: this amendment was 
agreed to: and.not rejected, as erroneously stated. 

On the same day Mr. Cambreleng, in denying that there was 
any actual bounty allowed in Great Britain on the exportation 
of glass—stated that there was an allowance under that deno. 
mination—but that the bounties granted in Great Britain, were 
mere drawbacks of the impost duties on raw materials, or of 
internal excise, direct and indirect, upon the manufacture, | 
there was any bounty beyond these imposts and excises it haq 
escaped the observation of those who had revised these laws jn 
parliament a few years since. 

Mr. E. Everett insisted that the British statutes as now exist. 
ing, proved that the allowance, (whether called bounty, or 
drawback, or by whatever other name the gentleman preferred) 
did exceed the imposts and excise, and did in fact operate as a 
bounty on all glass exported.) 


Friday, Feb. 8. Mr. Bell, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported ‘‘a bill more effectually providing for the execution 
of the revenue laws in certain cases, and for other purposes,” 
accompanicd by a report froin the committee. 

Mr. B. said he deemed it proper, in making this report, to 
state that the provisions of the bill, as well as many of the sen- 
timents expressed in the report, had received the assent of a 
majority of the committee merely: the minority had agreed that 
the bill should be reported to the house, but did not think that 
its provisions went far enough to meet the exigency: they con- 
curred in some of the sentiments expressed in the report accom- 
panying the bill, but there were others to which they could not 
give their assent. The minority had it under consideration 
whether they should present to the house a counter report or 
not: in that matter they would of course act their pleasure. 
Mr. Ellsworth said that the chairman had correctly stated the 
facts in relation to the minority of the committee. Mr. E. was 
one of the minority; and did not think that the bill was such as 
to meet the exigencies of the times. 

Mr. Beardsley agreed to the statement of the chairman, but 
was himself one of the minority who disagreed to the bill. 

The bill was read at the clerk’s table. 

Mr. Foster stated that very great difficulty had been experi- 
enced in the committee in arriving at any bill at all which should 
meet the views of every member of it: that now reported came 
nearer to doing so than any they had had under consideration; 
and the majority had given their consent to its being reported, 
in order that the house might have some bill before it. 

Mr. Coulter called for the reading of the report accompanying 
the bill. 

Mr. Arnold objected. 

Mr. Gordon said, that, while he had given his assent that the 
bill should be reported, he had reserved to himself, elsewhere 
and here, the liberty of going against any, and ail its provisions. 
He considered legislation in euch a case as a delicate and diff- 
cult task: and he could not give his assent to the measure pro- 
posed until he had time for more mature reflection, and had all 
the best light that he could obtain to guide him. He held the 
wisest mode of resistance to the spirit now prevailing in South 
Carolina, was to meet it by a spirit of conciliation, to meet the 
crisis arising from the oppressions of the government, by shew- 
ing a disposition to relieve them. 

The report was read, and the bill and report were referred to 
a committee of the whole house on the state of the union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

og the report and bill see page 420.] 

‘he other morning business will sufficiently appear in its pro 
gress. ‘ 

The house passed to the further consideration of the tariff 
bill, with the amendments thereto, as reported by the coumit- 
tee of the whole, 

Mr. H. Everett moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until Monday next, and urged as a reason, that the com- 
parative statements, showing the effects of the different tar 
bills, had not yet been received from the treacury department, @ 
pursuance of the call upon it. 

Mr. Wickliffe wished the house to be fuller before the vote o" 
postponement was taken. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, mdved a call of the house. 

‘The house was called accordingly, and the yeas and nays were 
then taken on Mr. Everett’s motion of postponement—yeas 5I 
naya 145. : 

The tariff bill was then taken up: and the question, being 
the first amendinent reported from the committee, viz: to strike 





The bill having been gone through with, 


out the word “worsted”? before “twist and yarn,’’ in the om 
section of the biil, which imposes a duty on raw wool and woo 
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of 40 per cent. ad valorem; and 4 cents a Ib. (to be af- ; lier,Condict, Condict, E. Cooke, B. Cooke ,Corwin,Crane, Craw- 
jen YOM? iminished. ) ford, Creighton, J. Davis, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, 
serwards v ndinent was opposed by Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Root, and | Duncan, Ellsworth, Geo. Evans, J. Evans, ‘Edward Everett, H. 
My Everett, and advocated by Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Dear- | Everett, Ford, Grennell, H. Hall, Heister, Hodges, H , 
Mr. © the ground that this worsted yarn was uscful in the mak- | Huntington, Ihre, Ingersoll, irvin, Jewett, J. Johnson, Kendall, 


wmf stockings sag ype say could be made only froin a 
‘wool! not in this country. 
species Tendment was opposed as opening a door to the impor- 

‘on of English wool almost duty free—and encouraging foreign 
Wr reference to American industry. 
mine amencment was rejected without a count. 

1. Root now moved to amend the vill so as to stop the re- 
jycion of the duty on wool at the point of 30 per cent. ad valo- 

m, and 2 cents per ib. specific, (after March, in the year 1835.) 
lr. Beardsley opposed the amendment as destroying the just 
proportion between the duty on wool and woollens. — 

Mr. Root replied, and supported his amendment: if the ratio 
between WOO! and woollens should be disturbed by this change, 
there would be opportunity to restore it when the house came 
jo the next section on woollens. 

Mr. Bates, of Massachusetts, supported the amendment, and 
contended that there was no necessity of admitting foreign wool 
’ case. 

4 Wilde said that the compound duty, as it now stood 
amended, would range through the different years as follows: 
54 per cent. 45}, 37, 28). The present amendment omitted the 
ast step in this Series. Great Britain imported forcign wool, 

ught not we: 

_ Bates said ho: as our wool] was much finer than the Eng- 
wir. McKennan advocated the amendment, and referred to the 
duty fixed last year at between 60 and 70 per cent. 

Mr. Deyen was also in favor of it; though he insisted that any 
protection short of the bill of last year would be totally useless 

the wool- growing interest. 

Mr. Bates of Maine, said, he was himself a wool grower, and 
should blush to ask more duty than was proposed by the present 
amendment. Though we had produced so large an amount of 
domestic wool, two-thirds of it was consumed in household ma- 
nufacture, and would not be affected by the duty, one way or 
the other. 

Mr. H. Everett was in favor of the amendment, and demand- 
ed the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Oruig went into some general reflections on the effect of 
great changes of policy, however salutary, as being always at 
tended with present partial injury; and thought this answer ap- 
plied generally to all the objections urged against lowering the 
wriff. Ifone interest was benefitted by it, another must be de- 
pressed. Nor was this depression confined to foreigners; but 
shared by part of our own people. He argued to show that it 
was impossible, under any circuinstances, for any manufacture, 
which had been firmly established, to go down, even if all pro- 
tection should be removed, because the capacity of the country 
to import Would soon find its level, and then in:portation would 
cease. ’ 

Mr. Beardsley delivered a speech of considerable length on 
se ig _——e of reduction: insisting that it was indis- 
penable, and should be very gradual. 

Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, followed in a speech of similar 
character, as to extent and geverality, but insisting that the re- 
duction by the bill, and even by the amendment, was very rapid, 
and that it was extremely doubtful whether the country could 
oe it. ae greata — of reduction, much longer time, 
at least, ought to be allowed. 

The question was now taken and decided by yeas and nays as 
follows—yeas 100, nays 87. 

So Mr. Root’s amendment was carried. 

Mr. Stewart now moved further to amend, so as to leave the 
duty on wool as by the law of 1632, viz: 40 per cent. ad valorem, 
and4cents per pound specific, and supported his motion by a 
| thort speech, insisting, that should the bill stand without further 

amendment, the importation of wool wou!d be doubled. 

Mr. Wilde considered the vote last taken as an index what 
Was to be the ultimate fate of the bill. Yet he would notice 
some of the steps in the process of its gradual rejection. He 
then Went into a calculation to show what were the profits of 
the wool growers of the north, the result of which Was, that at 
— of 35 cents for wool, they made a profit of 18 or 19 per 

Mr. 


hee Pendleton scouted these calculations as wholly erroneous, 
e 


sheep having been taken as the average to an acre, where- 
w the average was Jess than two. The gentleman had allowed 
the expense of keeping 100 sheep for a year; while the 
Yulone they consumed in winter was worth 75 dollars. 
. it. Bates, of Mass. said he was in the habit of paying $1 50 
~ blece for the keeping of his sheep; so that 100 would cost 150 
Mstead of 30 dollars. 


By Slade said the gentleman had allowed nothing for the loss 

\ disease, 

man question was now taken on Mr. Stewert’s amendment, 
g. cided by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 85, nays 99. 
_. the amendment was rejected. 

maine was then put on the amendment reported by the 

vene fe as amended, on motion of Mr. Roof, and decided by 

" and nave, as follows: 

cock. ho erste. Adame, Allen, Allison, Arnold, Ashley, Bab 

head anks, Barber, Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, Briggs, Brod- 


Kennon, J. King, H. King, Leavitt, Letcher, Marshall, Max- 
well, McCarty, R. McCoy, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Muh- 
lenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, Pendleton, Pierson, Pitcher, 
Potts, Randolph, John Reed, Root, Russell, Semmes, Slade, 
Spence, Stanberry, Stephens, Stewart, Storrs, Sutherland, Tay- 
lor, Philemon Thomas, J. Thomson, Tompkins, ‘Tracy Vance, 
Wardwell, Washington, Watmough, Weeks, Wilkin, Wheeler, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Fred’k Whittlesey, Edward D. White, Wick- 
liffe, Young—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adair, Alexander, R. Allen, Anderson, An- 
gel, Archer, John S. Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, J. Bates, 
Beardsley, Bell, Burgen, Bethune, John Blair, Bouck, Bouldin, 
Cambreleng, Carson, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, 
Conner, Coulter, Craig, Davenport, Warren RK. Davis, Double- 
day, Drayton, Draper, Felder, Findiay, Fitzgerald, Foster, Gai- 
ther, Gilmore, Gordon, Griffin, Thos. H. Hall, William Hall, 
Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Horn, Howard, Hubbard, 
Isacks, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Kavanagh, Kerr, Lamar, Lansing, Lecompte, Lent, Lewis, 
Mardis, Mason, W. McCoy, McDuttie, McIntire, McKay, New- 
nan, Nuckolls, Patton, Polk, E. C. Reed, Rencher, Roane, W. 
B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Smith, Soule, Speight, Standifer, 
Francis Thomas, Wiley ‘Thompson, -Verplanck, Wayne, C. P. 
White, Wilde, Williams, Worthington—ts. 

This section of the bill, therefore, stands thus: 

[On wool worth 8 cents a pound, and on woollen twist and 
yarn, 4 cents specific and 40 per cent. ad valorem, until the 2d 
of March, 1834; then 3 cents and 35 per cent. till 1835; and then 
2 cents and 30 per cent. permanent. } 

The house then adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 9. It was sometime after 11 o’clock before a 
quorum of the house was present. A call of the house, by yeas 
and nays, being demanded, the vote was yeas 39, nays 46. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, transmitting a comparative statement of the 
rates of duties on imports under the acts of 1816, 1818, 1824, 
1828, 1832, and under the bill reported by the committee of ways 
and means, at the present session; which letter and statement 
were laid on the table. , 
‘The speaker laid before the house a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, containing the information called for by the 
house, on the motion of Mr. Appleton, on the 5th instant, re- 
specting the data by which, taking an average of the importa- 
tions for the last six years, asa probable criterion of the ordinary 
importations for some years to come, the revenue from the cus- 
toms, at the rate of duty, payable after the 3d of March next, 
may be estimated at $18,000,000 annually; which letter was 
read and Said on the table. 

Mr. Bouldin moved an order that 25,000 copies of the report 
of the judiciary committee should be printed. 

Among other business, the naval appropriation bill was con- 
sidered, debated and amended; the house adjourned (yeas 99, 
nays 85), without coming to a decision on the bill. 

[Some of the particulars on the proceedings of this bill, may be 
given hereafter. ] 

Monday, Feb. 11. No quorum being present at 11 o’clock, a 
call of the house was moved; but negatived. 

The same fate attended a motion fora recess. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, of New Hampshire, Thursday 
next was appointed for the election of a printer to this house for 
the next congress. 

Mr. Bouldin’s resolution to print 25,000 copies of the judiciary 
report, coming up—a long debate ensued. The speakers were 
Messrs. Bell, Foster, Daniel, Arnold, Ellsworth, Stewart, Cout- 
ter and Cambreleng. The debate was very interesting, but we 
cannot give it a present place. The printing was opposed on 
the ground that it might make an impression that a majority of 
the houee was in favor of the report—whereas it had not receiy- 
ed the approbation of a majority even of the committee—two, 
only, of the seven members, being really in favor of it, though 
two others had consented to its presentation, reserving to them- 
selves the right of future action upon it. On the other hand, it 
was urged that 25,000 copies of the president’s meseage had 
been -printed, &c. ‘The house passed to the orders of the day 
without deciding on the motion. , 

Several bills were taken up, and variously disposed of—and 
the hour of one having arrived, the house passed to the consi- 
deration of the tariff bill. 

On motion of Mr. H. Everett, the words “made of combed 
wool’? were inserted after “‘yarn”’ in that part of the bill respect- 
ing woollens. 

Mr. Dearborn now rose and said that after a laborious diecus- 
sion of five weeks it had become evident that the bili could not 
be put into any shape that would adapt it to the wishes of a ma. 
jority of the house: and he therefore moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. Hoffman demandeg the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Polk moved a call of the house. 

The motion was agreed to, and the house having been called, 
it appeared that 12 members were absent. 

The call was then suspended, and the question taken on lay- 
ing the bill upon the table, and decided by yeas and nays as fol- 





5 - . ‘ ‘ ‘ 
» Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Cahoon, Chandler, Choate, Col- 


lows: yeas 84, nays 113. 
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So the house refused to lay the tariff bill upon the table. 

Mr. Drayton observed that it must be obvious that the present 
bill, with all its numerous amendments, could not be gotten 
through with in time to go to the senate: and he therefore mov- 
ed that it be recommitted to the committee of ways ahd means, 

_ With instructions to. report a bill continuing the act of 1832 in 
foree until the 2d March, 1834, and then to reduce the duties 
one-third. 

Mr. Drayton briefly explained and supported his motion, as 
going to reduce the revenue to the wants of the government, and 
at the same time injuring as little as possible the interests of the 
manufacturer. 

Mr. Craig supported the motion. 

Mr. Wicktijfe offered an amendment to it, instructing the com- 
mittee to report a biil continuing the bill of 1832 to the 2d of 
March, 1834, and thereafter reducing the duties in such manner 
that by the year 1840, they should have reached 20 per cent. the 
reduction to be equally distributed through the intervening 

ears. 

. Mr. Irvin moved to amend Mr. Drayton’s resolution before it 
should be stricken out, so as to reduce the duties, after 1834, ten 
per cent. annually, until the revenue should be reduced to the 
wants of the government. 

Mr. Wayne, after some introductory remarks, as to the neces- 
sity of farther consultation, moved to postpone the farther con- 
sideration of the bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. Wardwell gave notice that he should move an amend- 
ment, reducing the duties 5 per cent. annually, until they reach- 
ed 20 per cent. 

Mr. Wayne’s notion prevailed, and the bill was postponed un- 
til to-morrow. 

The house then again took up the bill for Matthew Lyon’s 
heirs; and after it had been discussed by Messrs. Drayton, Craig, 
R. M. Johnson, Hawes, Pewrce, Clayton, Mitchell and Suther- 
land, it was ordered to its third reading—yeas 77, nays 63. 

When the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 12. Among the morning business— 

Mr. E£. Everett, asked and obtained leave to present the me- 
morial of the New York institute, in favor of the protection of 
the manufacturing industry of the country. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Bouldin to print 25,000 copies 
of the bill and report of the judiciary committee, [being now 
modified to 10,000) was taken up, and, being further debated by 
Messrs. Foster and Stewrarvt—was, on the call for the previous 
question by Mr. E. IVhiitlesey, determined—and agreed to— 
ayes 74. : 

The bill to refund to the heirs of Matthew Lyon, the amount 
ofa fine imposed upon him under the sedition law, was pass- 
omit 77, nays 56. (‘The yeasand nays shall be given here- 
after. 

There was a good deal of excitement and much debate, on the 
bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of East Florida. The bill 
was recommitted. 

After other business which will sufficiently appear in its pro- 
gress— 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the tariff bill, and 
the motion to reecommit it with instructions. 

Mr. Drayton now modified the instructions he had proposed, 
as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c. That, from and after the 3d day of March, 
1834, the rates of duty then payable by law on the following 
goods, wares and merchandise, to wit: on wool and woollens of 
all kinds; on iron, or manufactures of iron or steel, of all kinds; 
on cotton, and manufactures of cotton; on hemp, and manufac- 
tures of hemp; on sugar and syrup of all kinds; on glass of all 
kinds; leather, and manufactures of leather, ofall kinds; on ready 
made clothing, ofall kinds; on manufactures of wood, ofall kinds, 
on manufactures of tin, brass, copper, lead or pewter, japanned 
wares, gilt and plated wares, cabinet wares, saddlery, bridle bits, 
paper and paper hangings, hats of all kinds, side and fire arms, 
muskets, rifles, slates of all kinds, cotton bagging, oil cloths, of all 
kinds, brushes, of all kinds, molasses, flax, candles, cheese, soap, 
beef and pork, indigo, gunpowder, lead, white or red, dry or 
ground in oil, sugar oftead, bar lead, shot, cordage, twine and 
pack thread of all kinds, litharge, corks, alum, copperas, salt, 
coal, shoes and slippers and boots, and bottles of all kinds, salts, 
butter, glue, oils of all kinds, subject to an ad valorem or specific 
duty, excepting where the rate thereof shall not exceed twenty 
per centum, shail be reduced: annually five per centum; and that 
the rates of duty on all other articles, then liable to an ad valo- 
rem rate of duty, shall be reduced annually ten per centum; and 
on all other articles subject to a specific duty, in a like propor- 
tion, until the net amount of duty received therefrom shall net 
exceed the sum which may be required for the authorised ex- 
penditures of the government: Provided, That, if the net amount 
of revenue aforesaid shall only be equal to, or shall fall below 
such expenditures, before the rate of duty on the articles herein 
particularly enumerated and described, be reduced to the rate 
of twenty per centum, in the manner aforesaid, the said annual 
reduction upon the articles enumerated in the first paragraph of 
this section shall continue: and the rate of duty upon all other 
articles, as aforesaid, shall be thereafter annually increased in 
the same proportion: Provided, such increase shall, in no in- 
stance, exceed the rate of duty payable thereon on the 3d of 
Mareh, 1834: 4nd provided, when any rate of duty shall be less 
than 25 per centum, such reduction only shall be made as will 
not reduce the same below 20 per centum. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That it shall be the d 
the secretary of the treasury to cause such instructio; uty of 
given, and to prescribe such rules and regulations, as ty 
— ue arate rr act into effect. 748 ‘shiall be 

‘he tollowing brief notice of the proceedings ; 
can make room jor. } : GS 1 all that we 

Mr. Drayton supported this motion by a speech of eo 
ble length, which was uttered with difheulty, and very 
fectly beard, in Consequence of the feebleness of Mr. 
indisposition. 

_ Mr. Bouldin expressed his approbation of the Principle of the 

instructions, but proposed others, the purport of which Ww: . 
recommit the bill, and direct the committee of ways and mes : 
to extend, as far as possible the range of free goods, so as ~~ 
injure the American producer. ‘Then to diminish the 
one-eighth of the amount im which they should excced 20 pe 
centum till January, 1841, and then to make them permane 
at 20 per cent. ad valorem, or under specific duties coming a 
near as possible to that rate. Boe 

Mr. Irvin, of Ohio, gave notice that he should propose q re 
duction at the rate of 5 per cent. every 4 years, until the re. 
venue should not exceed 15 millions of dollars. ‘ 

Mr. I. explained his object at_ some length, and gave the rea. 
sons why he was opposed to the instructions proposed by Mr 

Wickliffe yesterday. 

Mr. Cambreleng approved the instructions proposed by Mr 
Drayton, but would desire that the reduction should be speciti- 
cally stated, and notentrusted to treasury legislation. 

Mr. Wayne now took the floor, and went at length into, 
tes ye and support of the instructions proposed by Mr, Dray. 

on. 

Mr. Bell wished to recommit the bill with all the instructions 
and all the amendments, to the committee of ways and means, 
who should thereupon report a bill according to their own dis- 
cretion. 

The chair pronounced such a motion out of order. 

Mr. Wickliffe now withdrew the instructions he had proposed, 

Mr. Carson proposed a division of the question, so as first to 
decide whether the bill should be recommitted. 

Mr. Arnold insisted on the division, and warnmily opposed the 
recommitinent. 

_Mr. Isacks suid he should vote to recommit without instrue- 
tions. 

Mr. Drayton now withdrew his nvotion to instruct the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Carson made some remarks in reply to Mr. Arnold, which 
being of a personal nature, were interrupted by the chair. 

After some explanatory remarks from Mr. Irvin, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, inquired what would be the effect of 
the previous question? ' 

The chair replied that it would cut off all instructions, and all 
amendments reported from the committee of the whole, and 
bring back the house to the original bill, as reported from the 
committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Cambreleng explained what he had said on the subject of 
treasury legislation— 

The question being now puton Mr. Drayton’s motion to re- 
commit, with the instructions proposed by Mr. Ir: in— 

It was decided in the negative without a count. 

The question then recurring on recommitting the bill without 
instructions, it was opposed by Mr. Wickliffe, when 

Mr. Wayne moved the instructions which Mr. Drayton had 
withdrawn, and 

The question being on recommitting the bill with these i- 
structions, the motion was opposed by Messrs. Davis, of Massa 
chusetts, Hubbard and Isacks, and advocated by Mr. Wilde, op- 
posed by Mr. Huntington, and farther supported by Mr. Wayne; 
when on motion of Mr. Wickliffe, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 13. After other business— 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, transinitting such information as he has obtain- 
ed in answer to the call of the house of the 10th of July last re- 
quiring him to lay before the house at this and each successiv¢ 
session of congress, copies of statements and returns shewing 
the capitals, circulation, discounts, specie, deposites, and con- 
dition of the different state banks and banking companies, © 
may have been communicated to the legislatures, governors, 0 
other officers of the several states, within the year, and made 
public; which letter was read and laid on the table. F 

Mr. Polk, from the committee of ways and means, reporle 
the following bill: ; 

An act authorising the sale of the bank stock of the U. States: 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c, ‘That the secretary of the treasuly 
be and is hereby authorised to sell the shares owned by the U. 
States in the bank of the United States, on such terms as he ma) 
deem most for the interest of the United States: Provided, To 
no stock be sold for less than the market value thereof, or 1! 
less than the par value. the 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for . 
bank of the United States to purchase said stock, or any pa 
thereof; any thing in any act to the contrary notwithstanding: 

The bill having been read, and the question of course being 
on ordering it to a second reading— tion 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, objected to it; and the qe hie 
being then stated, in the form required by the rule, ‘shal 
bill be rejected?”? 

Mr. Wickliffe sustained his objection by a speech of co 
able length. 


~ 


Usidera. 


lupe. 
D, fron, 


Not to 
duties, 





































nsider- 


Poubl 
zordol 
Hoftm 
ewell 
dam 
Lewis 
Melnt 
on, P 
Btaudi 
yeek 
Sot 
Ate 
presidl 
lectit 
The re 
For 
ovd 
For 
W illia 
The 
ouse 
Thu 
puse 
The 
ng fo 
DWs: 


At 
purH 
Dur 


Mr. 
ct— 
ly 
nee 
tis, 
Nissi 
hie] 
Dr th 
iti 
Ae 
the 
Asin) 
hal 
Ded 
rust, 
tiow 
nce 
ter 
ve | 


ld 


























ty of 


LO be 


all be 
at Wwe 


iderg. 


Uper. 
fron, 


these 
Pas to 
ang 
NOt to 
Uties, 
) per 
anhent 
ng as 


a fe. 
1€ re- 


P rea- 
y Mr, 


y Mr. 
Citi 


ntoa 
Dray. 


tions, 
eans, 


1 dis- 


sed, 
rst to 


d the 
true- 
com- 


which 


yet of 


nd all 
, and 
m the 


ect of 


to re- 


ithout 
n had 


se il- 
Jassa 
¥, op- 
ayne; 


retary 
ptain- 
st re- 
agsive 
Wing 
 con- 
es, a3 
rs, OF 
maile 


yorted 


tates. 
asury 
he U. 
e may 
That 
or ior 
or the 
y part 


ing. 
being 


estion 
jy ths 


silet- 





ce Ae oe |) A RAPA = 


as soll, of Connecticut, and Mr. Watmough, of Penn- 
prt delivered animated speeches on the same side of the 

ylvantay to whom Mr. Polk, ot Tennessee, replied. 

queso then demanded the previous question; which 

ace being duly seconded, the previous question was taken 

~ as and nays, and decided in the affirmative, 94 yeas to 90 


nays ain question was then put in the following form: “shall 

t any ee > and decided as follows: 
this EAS—Messrs. Adains, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Allison, 
d, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, N. Barber, Barringer, Barstow, 
mC. Bates, Branch, Briggs, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Cahoon, 
Collier, L. Condict, 8. Candict, Bates Cooke, Cooper, 
C via, Coulter, Craig, Crane, Crawtord, Creighton, Daniel, 
John Davis, Ww. k. Davis, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, 
Drayton, Ellsworth, Geo. Evans, Jozhua Evans, Edward Ever 
it, Horace Everett, Findlay, Grennell, H. Hall, Hawes, Heis- 
or, Hodges, Hughes, Huntington, thrie, Ingersoll, Irvin, Jeni- 
fer, kendall, Hi. King, Kerr, Letcher, Marshali, Maxwell, Ro- 

1, McCoy, McDuthe, McKeunan, Mercer, Milligan, Newton, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Pitcher, Potts, Kandolph, J. Reed, Rencher, 
Hoot, Kussel, Semunes, Wim. B. Shepard, Slade, “mith, South- 
j, Spence, Stanberry, Stewart, Storrs, ‘Taylor, Phil’n ‘Thomas, 
ompkins, Tracy, Vance, Vinton, Washington, Watmough, 
wiki, Wheeler, Elisha Whittlesey, Frederick Whittlescy, 
ward D. White, Wickliffe, Wilde, Williams, Young—102. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adair, Alexander, R. Allen, Anderson, An- 
o|, Archer, Barnwell, James Bates, Beardsley, Bell, Bergen, 
Heiwune, James Blair, Jobn Blair, Boon, Bouck, Bouldin, John 
Brodhead, John C, Brodhead, Cambreleng, Chandler, Chinn, 
Yaiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, Connor, Davenport, Dayan, 
Doubleday, Draper, Felder, Ford, Foster, Gaither, Gilmore, 
jordon, Griffin, Thomas Hall, William Hall, Harper, Hawkins, 
Hoffman, Holland, Horn, Howard, Hubbard, Isacks, Jarvis, 
ewett, Rich’d M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kavanagh, Kennon, 
dam King, John King, Lamar, Lansing, Leavitt, Lecompte, 
Lewis, Lyon, Mann, Mardis, Mason, McCarty, Wm. McCoy, 
Mcintire, McKay, Mitchell, Newnan, Nuckolis, Patton, Pier- 
on, Plummer, Polk, Edward C. Reed, Roane, Soule, Speight, 
Stoudifer, J. Thomson, Verplanck, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, 

feeks, Camp. P. White, Worthingtoun—91. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Atone o’clock, the senate attended, that the votes given for 
president and vice president of the United States, at the last 
lection, might be counted. We shall give the table hereafter. 
The result, however, is well known to have been as follows: 

For president—Andrew Jackson 219, Henry Clay 49, John 
floyd J, William Wirt 7. 

For vice president—Martin Van Buren 189, Jolin Sergeant 49, 
William Wilkins 30, Henry Lee 11, Amos Ellmaker 7. 

The votes being proclaimed, the senate withdrew and the 
ouse adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 14. A great deal of the current business of the 
ouse Was attended to—but we cannot give the details. 

The greater part of the day was, however expended in ballot- 
ig for a printer to the house, and ten ballots were taken, as fol- 


Dws: 
SSsttstEez223 
» ee oe a a oe a oP 
Se oom @ 286 82 83 4 
_ On or) vw ie) oC i- BG lor) S 
or PF, P.Blair, . . 88 93 96 95 93 97 96 98 97 95 
Gales& Seaton, 60 69 77 78 80 79 78 78 83 84 
DuffGreen, . . 25 25 20 16 14 14 14 12 14 U1 
W.Greer& Son, 8 3 
Th.Weed, . . 12 7 1 ae tr 2 
Condy Rogeet, . & 4 6&5 10 8 76 4 6 5 
Anne Royall, . 1 
Blackmore, . , 1 
Blank, . 4 34 6 9 4.4 5 


At the close of the 10th ballot, it being after 4 o’clack, an ad- 
oe ag Was moved, which succeeded, and the house ad- 
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na Clay rose and addressed the senate to the following ef- 


l yesterda 


. y, sir, gave notice that I should ask leave to intro- 


fe a bill to modify the various acts imposing duties on im- 
oll op the same time, added, that I should, with the per- 
hich oad bee senate, offer an explanation of the principle on 
O this ene ill is founded. Lowe, sir, an apology to the senate 
y itis saat of action, because, although strictly parliamenta- 
A course wna rene, out at the usual practice of this body; but it 
. Mea se [ trust thatthe senate will deem to be justified 
asion eminent nature of the subject. I rise, sir, on this oc- 
al Lune by no motives of a private nature, by no per- 
bedience 4 , and for no personal objects; but exclusively in 
Wt, thereat a sense of the duty which I owe to my country. I 
itions dis lav? that no one will anticipate on my part any am- 
ncerely . ay of such humble powers as I may possess. It is 
tement or cepene to present a plain, unadorned, and naked 
ve the ties oy connected with the measure which I shall 
- When | pha. propose, and with the condition of the coun- 
Na all pa aevey, sir, the whole face of our country, I be- 
Prospect win me evidences of the most gratifying prosperity, 
“Which would seem to be without a cloud upon it, 
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were it not that through all parts of the country there exist 
great dissensions and unhappy distinctions, which, if they ean 
possibly be relieved and reconciled by any broad scheme of le- 
gislation adapted to all interests, and regarding the feelings of 
all sections, oughtto be quieted; and leading to which object any 
measure ought to be well received. 


In presenting the modification of the tariff laws which I am 
now about to submit, | have two great objects in view. My 
first object looks to the tariff. 1 aim compelled to express the 
opinion, formed atter the most deliberate reflection, and on full 
survey of the whole country, that whether rightfully or wrong- 
fully, the tariff stands in imminent danger. If it should even be 
preserved during this session, it must fall at ‘the next session. 
By what circumstances, and through what causes, has arisen 
the necessity for this change in the policy of our country, I will 
not pretend now to elucidate. Others there are who may differ 
from the impressions which my mind has received upon this 
point. Owing, however, to a varicty of concurrent causes, the 
tariff, as it now exists, is in imminent danger, and if the system 
can be preserved beyond the next session, it must be by some 


‘means not now within the reach of human sagacity. The fall 


of that policy, sir, would be productive of consequences cala- 
mitous indeed. When I look to the variety of interests which 
are involved, to the number of individuals interested, the amount 
of capital invested, the value of the buildings erected, and the 
whole arrangement of the business for the prosecution of the 
various branches of the manufacturing art which have sprung 
up under the fostering care of this government, | cannot con- 
template any evil equal to the sudden overthrow of all those 
interests. History can produce no parallel to the extent of the 
mischief which would be produeed by such a disaster. The 
repeal of the edict of Nantes itself was nothing in comparison 
with it. That condemned to exile and brought to ruin a great 
number of persons. The most respectable portion of the popu- 
lation of France were condemned to exile and ruin by that 
measure. Butin my opinion, sir, the sudden repeal of the ta- 
riff policy would bring ruin and destruction on the whole peo- 
ple of this country. There is no evil, in my opinion, equal to 
the consequences which would result from such a catastrophe. 

What, sir, are the complaints which unhappily divide the 
people of this great country. On the one hand, it is said by 
those who are opposed to the tariff, that it unjustly taxes a por- 
tion of the people and paralyzes their industry; that it isto be 
a perpetual operation; that there is to be no end to the system; 
which, right or wrong, is to be urged to their inevitable rain. 
And what is the just complaint, on the other hand, of those who 
support the tariff? It is, that the policy of the government 
is vascillating and uncertain, and that there is no stability in 
our legislation. Before one set of books are fairly opened, it 
becomes necessary to close them, and to open a new set. Be- 
fore a law can be tested by experiment, another is passed. Be- 
fore the present law hes gone into operation, betore it is yet 
nine months old, passed as it was under circumstances of ex- 
traordinary deliberation, the fruit of nine months labor, before 
we know any thing of its experimental effects, and even be- 
fore it commences its Operations, we are required to repeal it. 
On one side we are urged to repeal a system which is fraught 
with ruin: on the other side, the check now imposed on enter- 
prise, and the state of alarm in which the public mind has been 
thrown, renders all prudent men desirous, looking ahead a little 
way, to adopta state of things, on the stability of which they 
may have reason to count. Such is the state of feeling on the 
one side and on the other. I am anxious to find out some prin- 
ciple of mutual accommodation, to satisfy, as far as practicable, 
both parties—to increase the stability of our legislation; and at 
some distant day—but not too distant, when we take into view 
the magnitude of the interests which are involved—to bring 
down the rate of duties to that revenue standard for which our 
opponents have so long contended. The basis on which I wish to 
found this modification, is one of time; and the several parts of 
the billto which I am about to call the attention of the senate, 
are founded on this basis. I propose to give protection to our 
manufactured articles, adequate protection, for a length of time, 
which, compared with the length of human life, is very long, 
but which is short, in proportion to the legitimate discretion of 
every wise and parental system of government—securing the 
stability of legislation, and allowing time for a gradual reduction, 
on one side; and on the other, proposing to reduce the duties to 
that revenue standard for which the opponents of the system 
have so long contended. IT will now proceed to lay the provi- 
sions of this bill before the senate, with a view to draw their at- 
tention to the true character of the bill. 


Mr. C. then proceeded to read the first section of the bill, in the 
words in which it will be found below. According to this sec- 
tion, he said it would be perceived that it was proposed to come 
down to the revenue standard at the end oflittle more than nine 
years and ahalf, giving a protection to our own manufactures, 
which he hoped would be adequate, during the intermediate 
time. Mr. C. recapitulated the provisions of the sections, and 
showed by various illustrations how they would operate. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to read and comment upon the second 
section of the bill, as recited below. It would be recollected, 
he said, that at the last session of congress, with the view to 
make a concession to the southern section of the country, low 
priced woollens, those supposed to enter into the consumption 
of slaves and the poorer classes of persons, were taken out of 
the general class of duties on woollens, and the duty on them re- 





duced to five per cent. It would be also recollected that at thas 
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time the gentlemen from the south had said that this conces- 
sion was of no consequence, and that they did not care for it, 
and he belived that they did not now consider it of any greater 
importance. As, therefore, it had failed of the purpose for which 
it was taken out of the common class, he thought it ought to be 
brought back again, and placed by the side of the other descrip- 
tions of wooliens, and made subject to the same reduction of 
duty as proposed by this section. 
aving next read through the third section of the bill, Mr. C. 
said that, after the expiration of a term of years, this section 
laid down a rule by which the duties were to be reduced to the 
revenue standard which had been so long and so earnestly con- 
tended for. Until otherwise directed, and in default of provision 
being made for the wants of the government in 1842, a rule was 
thus provided for the rate of duties thereafter, congress being in 
the mean time authorised to adopt any other rule which the exi- 
ncies of the country, or its financial condition, might require. 
hat is to say, if, instead of the duty of 2U per cent. proposed, 
15 or 17 per cent. of duty was sufficient, or 25 per cent. should 
be found necessary, to produce a revenue to defray the expenses 
of an economical administration of the government, there was 
nothing to prevent either of those rates, or any other, from be- 
ing fixed upon; whilst the rate of 20 per cent. was introduced 
to guard against any failure on the part of congress to make the 
requisite provision in due season. 

This section of the bill, Mr. C. said, contained also another 
clause, suggested by that spirit of harmony and conciliation 
which he prayed might preside over the councils of the union at 
this trying moment. It provided (what those persons who are 
engaged in manufactures have so long anxiously required for 
their seeurity) that duties shall be paid in ready money—and we 
shall thus get rid of the whole of that credit system, into which 
an inroad was made, in regard to woollens, by the act of the 
last session. This section further contained a proviso that no- 
thing in any part of this act should be construed to interfere with 
the ireest exercise of the power of congress to lay any amount 
of duties, in the event of war breaking out between this country 
and any foreign power. 

Mr. C, having then read the fourth section of the bill, said that 
one of the considerations strongly urged for a reduction of the 
tariff at this time was, that the government was likely to be 
placed in a dilemma by having an overflowing revenue; and this 
apprehension was the ground of an attempt totally to change 
the protective policy of the country. The section which he had 
read, Mr. C. said, was an effort to guard against this evil, by re- 
lieving altogether from duty a portion of the articles of import 
now subject to it. Some of these, he said, would under the 
present rate of duty upon them, produce a considerable revenne; 
the article of silks alone would probably yield half a million of 
dollars per annum. If it were possible to pacify present dissen- 
sions, and let things take their course, he believed that no diffi- 
culty need be apprehended. If, said he, the bill which this body 
passed at the last session of congress, and has again passed at 
this session, shall pass the other house, and become a law, and 
the gradual reduction of duties should take place which is con- 
templated by the first section of this bill, we shall have settled 
two (if not three) of the great questions which have agitated 
this country, that of the tariff, of the public lands, and, | will 
add, of internal improvement also. For, if there should still be 
a surplus revenue, that surplus might be applied, until the year 
1842, to the completion of the works of internal improvement 
already commenced; and, after 1842, a reliance for all funds for 
purposes of internal improvement should be placed upon the 
eperation of the land bill, to which he had already referred. 

It was not his object, Mr. C. said, in referring to that measure 
in connexion with that which he was about to propose, to con- 
sider them as united in their fate, being desirous, partial as he 
might be to both, that each should stand or fall upon its own in- 
trinsic merits. If this section of the bill, adding to the number 
of free articles, should become law, along with the reduction 
of duties proposed by the first section of the bill, it was by no 
means sure that we should have any surplus revenue at all. He 
had been astonished indeed at the process of reasoning by which 
the secretary of the treasury had arrived at the conclusion that 
we should have a surplus revenue at all, though he admitted 
that such a conclusion could be arrived at in no other way. But 
what was this process? Duties of a certain rate now exist: the 
amount which they produce is known: the secretary, proposing 
a reduction of the rate of duty, supposes that the duties will be 
reduced in —— to the amount of the reduction of duty. 
Now, Mr. C. said, no calculation could be more uncertain 
than that. Though, perhaps, the best that the secretary could 
have made, it was still all uncertainty; dependent upon the 
winds and the waves, on the mutations of trade, and on the 
eourse of comniercial operations. If there was any truth in 
political economy, it could not be that the result would agree 

with the prediction; for we are instructed by all experience that 
the consumption of any article is in proportion to the reduction 
of its price, and that in general it may be taken asa rule, that 
the duty upon an article forms a portion of its price. Mr. ©. 
said he did not mean to impute any improper design to any one; 
but, if it had been so intended, no scheme for getting rid of the 
tariff could have been more artfully devised to effeet its purpos- 
¢s, than that which thus calculated the revenue, and in addition, 
assumed that the expenditure of the government every year 
would be so much, &c. Could any one here say what the fa- 
ture expenditure of the government would be? In this young, 








penditure of the government even a year hence, much less wha, 
it will be, three, or four, or five years hence? Yet it had been 
estimated, On assumed amounts, founded on such uncertain 
data, both of income and expenditure, that the revenue might be 
reduced so many millions a year! 

Mr. C. asked pardon for this digression, and returned to the 
examination of articles in the fourth section, which were pro- 
posed to be left free of duty. The duties on these articles he 
said, now varied from 5 to 10 per cent. ad valorem; but low ay 
they were, the aggregate amount of revenue which they produc. 
ed was considerable. By the bill of the last session, the dutie, 
on French silks was fixed at five per cent. and that on Chinese 
silks at ten per cent. ad valorem. By the bill now proposed, the 
duty on French silks was proposed to be repealed, leaving the 
other untouched. He would frankly state why he made thiy 
distinction. It had been a subject of anxious desire with him 
to see our commerce with France increased. France, though 
not so large a customer in the great staples of our country as 
Great Britain, was a great growing customer. He had been 
much struck with a fact going to prove this, which accidentally 
came to his knowledge the other day; which was, that withi, 
the short period of fourteen years, the amount of consumption 
in France of the great southern staple of cotton had been tripled, 
Again, it was understood that the French silks of the lower 
grades of quality could not sustain a competition with the Chi- 
nese without some discrimination of this sort. He had under. 
stood, also, that the duty imposed upon this article at the last ses- 
sion had been very much complained of on the part of France; 
and, considering all the circumstances connected with the rela- 
tions between the two governments, it appeared to him desira- 
ble to make this discrimination in favor of the French product, 
If the senate should think differently, he should be content. If, 
indeed, they should think proper to strike out this section alto- 
gether, he should cheerfully submit to their decision. 

After reading the fifth and sixth sections; 

Mr. Clay said, he would now take a view of some of the ob- 
jections which would be made to the bill. It might be said that 
the act wae prospective, that it bound our successors, and that 
we had no power thus to bind them. It was trae that the act was 
prospective, and so was almost every act which we eve; passed, 
but we could repeal it the next day. It was the established usage 
to give all acts a prospective operation. In every tariff law, 
there were some provisions which go into operation immediate- 
ly, and others, ata future time. Each congress Jegislated ac. 
cording to their own views of propriety; their acts did not bind 
their successors, but created a species of public faith which 
would not rashly be broken. But, if this bill should go into ope- 
ration, as he hoped even against hope, that it might, he had not 
a doubt that it would be adhered to by all parties. There was 
but one contingency which would render a change necessary, 
and that was the intervention of a war, which was provided for 
in the bill. ‘The hands of congress were left untied in this event, 
and they would be at liberty to resort to any mode of taxation 
which they might propose. But, if we suppose peace to con- 
tinue, there would be no motive for disturbing the arrangement, 
but, on the contrary, every motive to carry it into effect. In the 
next place, it will be objected to the bill, by the friends of the 
protective policy, of whom he held himself to be one, for bis 
mind was immutably fixed in favor of that policy, that it aban- 
doned the power of protection. But, he contended, in the first 
place, that a suspension of the exercise of the power was not au 
abandonment of it; forthe power was in the constitution ac- 
cording to our theory—was put there by its framers, and could 
only be dislodged by the people. After the year 1842, the bill 
provided that the power should be exercised in a certain mode. 
‘here were four modes by which the industry of the country 
could be protected: 


First, the absolute prohibition of rival foreign articles that was 
totally unattempted by the bill: but it was competent to the wis 
dom of the government to exert the power whenever they wis! 
ed. Second, the imposition of duties in such a manner as \0 
have no reference to any object but revenue. When we had 
large public debt in 1816, the duties yielded 37 millions and pail 
so much more of the debt, and subsequently they yielded bu 
eight or ten millions, and paid so much less of the debt. Some- 
times we had to trench on the sinking fund. Now we have no 
public debt to absorb the surplus revenue, and no motive for 
continuing the duties. No man can look at the condition of the 
country and say that we can carry on this system, with acct- 
mulating revenue, and no practicable way of expending it. The 
third mede was attempted last session, in a resolution which be 
had the honor to submit iast year, and which in fact ultimately 
formed the basis of the act whieh finally passed both houses. 
This was to raise as much revenue as was wanted for the use 
of the government and no more, but to raise it from the protec’ 
ed and not from the unprotected articles. He would say that be 
regretted most deeply that the greater part of the country would 
not suffer this principle to prevail. It ought to prevail—and the 
day, in his opinion, would come when it would be adopted 48 
the permanent policy of the country. Shall we legislate for ow 
own wants or that of a foreign country? ‘To protect our ow! 
interests in opposition to foreign legislation was the basis of ths 
system. The fourth mode in which protection could be afford- 
ed to domestic industry was to admit free of duty every article 
which aided the operations of the manufacturers. ‘These were 
the four modes for protecting our industry; and to those who say 
that the bill abandons the power of protection, he would reply 


great, and growing community, can we say what will be the ex- | that it did not touch that power; and that the fourth mode, 5° 
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from being abandoned, is extended and upheld by the bill. 
~~ most that can be objected to the bill by those with whom 


he had co-operated to support the protective system, was that, 
in i ion of nine and a half years of peace, certainty 
and stability, the manufacturers relinquished some advantages 
which they now enjoyed. What was the principle which had 
always been contended for in this and in the other house? That, 
after the accumulation of capital and skill, the manufacturers 
would stand alone, unaided by the government, in competition 
with the imported articles from any quarter. Now give us time; 
cease all fluctuations and agitations, for nine years, and the ma- 
nufacturers, in every branch, will sustain themselves against 
foreign competition. If we can see our way clearly for nine 
ears to come, We can safely leave to posterity to provide for 
the rest. if the tariff-be overthrown, as may be its fate next ses- 
sion, the country will be plunged into extreme distress and agi- 
tation. I, said Mr. Clay, want harmony. I wish to see the re- 
storation of those ties which have carried us triumphantly through 
wo wars. I delight not in this perpetual turmoil. Let us have 
ace, and become Once more united as a band of brothers. 

{tmay be said that the farming interest cannot subsist under 
a twenty per cent. ad valorem duty. His reply was, “‘sufficient 
forthe day is the evilthereof.”? Me would leave it to the day 
when the reduction took effect, to setule the question. When 
the reduction takes place, and the farmer cannot live under it, 
what will he do? I will tell you, said Mr. Clay, what he ought 
todo. He ought to try it—make a fair experiment of it—and if 
he cannot live under it, let him come here and say that he is 
bankrupt, and ruined. If then nothing can be done to relieve 
him——sir, I will not pronounce the words, for I will believe 
that something will be done, and that relief will be afforded with- 
out hazarding the peace and integrity of the union. ‘This con- 
federacy is an excellent contrivance, but it must be managed 
with delicacy and skill. ‘There were an infinite variety of pre- 
judices and local interests to be regarded; but they should all be 
made to yield to the union. 

if the system proposed cannot be continued, Jet us try some 
intermediate system, before we think of any other dreadful al- 
ternative. Sir, it will be said, on the other hand—for the ob- 
jections are made by the friends of protection principally—that 
the time is too long; that the intermediate reductions are too in- 
considerable, and that there is no guarantee that, at the end of 
the time stipulated, the reduction proposed would be allowed to 
take effect. in the first place should be recollected the diversi- 
fied interests of the country—the measures of the government 
which preceded the establishment of manufactures—the public 
faith in some degree pledged for their security; and the ruin in 
which rash and hasty legislation would involve them. He would 
not dispute about terms. It would not, in a court of justice, be 
maintained that the public faith was pledged for the protection 
of manufactures; but there were other pledges which men of 
honor are bound by, besides those of which the law can take 
cognizance. 

If we excite, in our neighbor, a reasonable expectation which 
induces him to take a particular course of business, we are in 
honor bound to redeem the pledge thus tacitly given. Can any 
man doubt that a large portion of our citizens believed that the 
system would be permanent? The whole country expected it. 
The security agaiust any change of the system proposed by the 
bill, was in the character of the bill, as a comproinise between 
two conflicting parties. If the bill should be taken by common 
consent, as we hope it will be—the history of the revenue will 
be a guarantee of its permanence. ‘he circumstances under 
which it was passed will be known and recorded—and no one 
will disturb a system which was adopted with a view to give 
peace and tranquillity to the country. 

The descending gradations by which he proposed to arrive at 
the minimum of duties, must be gradual. He never would con- 


sent to any precipitate operation to bring distress and ruin on the 
community. 


Now, said Mr. C, viewing it in this light, it appeared that there 
were eight years and a half, and nine years and a half, taking 
the ultimate time, which would be an efficient protection, the 
remaining duties would be withdrawn by a biennial reduction. 
The protective principle must be said to be, in some measure, 
relinquished at the end of eight years and a half. This period 
could not appear unreasonable, and he thought that no member 
of the senate, or any portion of the country, ought to make the 
slightest objection. It now remained for him to consider the 
other objection—the want of a guarantee to there being an ulte- 
rior continuance of the duties imposed by the bill, on the expi- 
ration of the term which it prescribes. The best guarantees 
would be found in the circumstances under which the measure 
would be passed. If it was passed by common consent; if it was 
passed with the assent of a portion—a considerable portion of 
those who had directly hitherto supported this system, and by a 
considerable portion of those who opposed it—if they declared 
their satisfaction with the measure, he had no doubt the rate of 
duties guaranteed, would be continued after the expiration of 
the term, if the country continued at peace. And, at the-end of 
the term, when the experimént would have been made of the 
efficiency of the mode of protection fixed by the bill, while the 
constitutional question had been suffered to lie dormant, if war 
should render it necessary, protection might be carried up to 
Prohibition: while, if the country should remain at peace, and 
this measure go into full operation, the duties would be gradual- 
ly lowered down to the revenue standard, which had been so 


But suppose that he was wrong in all these views, for there 

were no guarantees, in one sense of the term, of human infalli- 

bility. Suppose a different state of things in the south—that this 

senate, from causes which he should not dwell upon now; but 

which were obvious to every reflecting man in this country— 

causes which had operated for years past, and which continued 

to operate. Suppose, for a moment, that there should be a ma- 

jority in the senate in favor of the southern views, and that they 

should repeal the whole system at once, what guarantee would 
we have that the repealing of the law would not destroy those 
great interests which it is so important to preserve? What gua- 
rantee would you have that the thunders of those powerful ma- 

nufacturers would not be direeted against your capitol, because 
of this abandonment of their interests, and because you had 
given them no protection against foreign legislation. Sir, said 
Mr. C. if you carry your measure of repeal without the consent, 
at least, of a portion of those who are interested in the preser- 
vation of manufactures, you have no security, bo guarantee, no 
certainty that any protection will be continued. But if the inea- 
sure should be carried by the common consent of both parties, 
we shall have all security; history will faithfully reeord the trans- 
action; narrate under what circumstances the bill was passed; 
that it was a pacifying measure: that it was as oil poured from 
the vessel of the union to restore peace and harmony to the 
country. Whermall this was known, what congress, what legis- 
Jature, would mar the guarantee? What man who is entitled to 
deserve the character of an American statesman would stand up 
in his place in either house of congress and disturb this treaty of 
peace and amity? 

Sir, said Mr. C. I will not say that it may not be disturbed. 
All that I say is, that here is all the reasonable security that can 
be desired by those on the one side of the question, and much 
more than those on the other would have by any unfortunate 
concurrence of circumstances. Such a repeal of the whole 
system should be brought about as would be cheerfully acqui- 
esced in by all parties in this country. All parties might find in 
this measure some reasous for objection. And what human 
measure was there which was free from objectionable qualities. 
It had been remarked, and justly remarked, by the great father 
of our country himself, that if that great work which is the 
charter of our liberties, and under which we have so long flou- 
rished, had been submitted, article by article, to all the different 
states composing thts union, that the whole would have been re- 
jected; and yet, when the whole was presented together, it was 
accepted as a whole. He (Mr. C.) would admit that his friends 
did not getall they could wish for; and the gentlemen on the other 
side did not obtain all they might desire; but both would gain all 
that in his humble opinion was proper to be given in the present 
condition of this country. It might be true that there would be 
loss and gain in this measure. But how was this loss and gain 
distributed? Among our countrymen. What we lose, no fo- 
reign hand gains; and what we gain, has been no loss to any fo- 
reign power. It is among ourselves the distribution takes place. 
The distribution is founded on that great principle of compro- 
mise and concession which lies at the bottom of our institutions, 
which gave birth to the constitution itself, and whieh bas conti- 


nued to regulate usin our onward mareh, and conducted the na- 
tion to glory and renown. 


It remained for him now to touch another topic. Objections 
had been made to all legislation at this session of congress, re- 
sulting from the attitude of one of the states of this eonfedera- 
cy. He confessed that he felt a very strong repugnanece to any 
legislation at all in this subject at the commencement of the 
session, principally because he misconceived the purposes, as 
he had found from subsequent explanation, which that state bad 
in view. Under the influence of more accurate information, he 
must say that the aspect of things since the commencement of 
the session had, in his opinion greatly changed. When he came to 
take his seat on that floor, he had supposed that a member of this 
union had taken an attitude of defiance and bostility against the 
authority of the general government. He had imagined thatshe 
had arrogantly required that we should abandon at once a sys- 
tem which had long been the settled policy of this country. 
Supposing that she had manifested this feeling, and taken up 
this position, he (Mr. C.) had, in consequence, felt a disposition 
to hur! defiance back again, and to impress upon ber the neces- 
sity of the performance of her duties as a member of this union. 
But since his arrival here, he found that South Carolina did not 
contemplate force, for it was denied and denounced by that 
state. She disclaimed it—and asserted that she is merely mak- 
ing an experiment. That experiment is this: by a course of 
state legislation, and by a change in her fundamental laws, she 
is endeavoring by her civil tribunals to prevent the general go- 
vernment from carrying the laws of the United States into ope- 
ration, within her limits. That ehe has professed to be her ob- 
ject. Her appeal was not to arms, but to another power; not to 
the sword, but to the law. He must say, and he would say it 
with no intention of disparaging that state, or any other of the 
states—it was a feeling unworthy of her. As the purpose of &. 
Carolina was not that of force, this at once disarmed, divested 
legislation of one principal objection, which it appeared to 
him existed against it at the commencement of this session. 
Her purposes are all of a civil nature. She thinks she can oust 
the United States from her limits; and unquestionably she had 
taken good care to prepare her judges beforehand by swearing 
them to decide in-her favor. If we submitted to ber we should 





earnestly wished for. 


thus stand but a poor chance of obtaining justice. She dis- 
claimed any intention of resorting to force unless we should 
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find it indispensable to execute the laws of the union by apply- 
ing force to her. It seeined to him the aspect of the attitude of 
South Carolina had changed—or rather, the new light which he 
had obtained, enabled him to see her in a different attitude— 
and he had not truly understood her until she bad passed her 
laws, y which it was intended to carry her ordinance into ef- 
fect. Now, he ventured to predict that the state to which he 
had referred must ultimately failin her attempt. He disclaim- 
ed any intention of saying any thing to the disparagement of 
that state. Far from it. He thought that she had beeu rash, in- 
temperate and greatly in error; and to use the language of one of 
her Own writers—made up an issue unworthy of her. He thought 
the verdict and judgment must go against her. From one end 
to the other of this continent, by acclamation as it were, nullifi- 
cation had been put down, and put down in a manner more ef- 
fectually than by a thousand wars or a thousand armies—by the 
irresistible force, by the mighty influence of public opinion. 
Nota voice beyond the single state of South Carolina had been 
heard in favor of the principle of nullification, which she has as- 
serted by her own ordinance; and he would say, that she must 
fail in her lawsuit. He would express two opinions; the first of 
which was, that it is not possible for the ingenuity of man to 
devise a system of state legislation to defeat the execution of 
the laws of the United States, which could not be countervailed 
by federal legislation. 

A state might take it upon herself to throw obstructions in the 
way of the execution of the laws of the federal government; but 
federal legislation can follow at her heel quickly, and success- 
fully counteract the course of state legislation. ‘The framers of 
the constitution foresaw this, and the constitution has guarded 
against it. What has it said? It is declared in the clause enu- 
merating the powers of this government, that congress shall 
have all power to carry into eflect all the powers granted by the 
constitution, in any branch of the government under the sweep- 
ing clause—for they have not specified contingencies, because 
they could not see what was to happen—but whatever powers 
were necessary, all, all are given to this government by the fun- 
damental law, necessary tocarry into effect those powers which 
are vested by that constitution in the federal government. That 
is one reason. The other is, that it is not possible for any state, 
provided this government is administered with prudence and 
propriety, so to shape its laws as to throw upon the general go- 
vernment the responsibility of first resorting to the employment 
of force; but if force at all is employed, it must be by state legis- 
Jation, and not federal legislation; and the responsibility of em- 
ploying that force must rest with, and attach to the state itself. 

I (said Mr. C.) shall not go into the details of this bill. I 
merely throw out these sentiments for the purpose of showing 
you that South Carolina, baving declared her purpose to be this, 
to make an experiment whether, by a course of legislation, ina 
conventional form, or a legislative form of enactment, she can 
defeat the execution of certain laws of the United States, I, for 
one, will express my opinion—that I believe it is utterly imprac- 
ticable, whatever course of legislation she may choose to adopt, 
for her to sueceed. I am ready, for one, to give the tribunals 
and the executive of the country, whether that executive has or 
has not my confidence, the necessary measures of power and 
authority to execute the laws of the union. ButI would not go 
a hair’s breadth further than what was necessary for those pur- 
poses. Up to that point L would go, and cheerfully go; for it is 
my sworn duty, as [ regard it, to go to that point. 


Again: taking this view of the subject, South Carolina is do- 
ing nothing more, except that she is doing it with more rashness 
than some other states have done. That respectable state, Obio, 
and if he was not mistaken the state of Virginia also. An opi- 
nion prevailed some years ago, that if you put the laws of a 
state into a penal form you could eust federal jurisdiction out 
of the limits of that state, because the state tribunals had an ex- 
elusive jurisdiction over penalties and crimes, and it was infer- 
red that no federal court could wrest the authority from them. 
According to that principle the state of Ohio passed the laws 
taxing the branch of the U. States bank, and high penalties were 
to be enforced against every person who should attempt to de- 
feat her taxation. ‘The question was tried. It happened to be 
my lot, (said Mr. C.) to be counsel at law to bring the suit 
against the state, and to maintain the federal authority. The 
trial took place in the state of Obio; and it is one of the many 
circumstances, which redounded to the honor of that patriotic 
state—she submitted to federal force. I went to the office of 
the public treasury myself to which was taken the money of the 
bank of the United States, it having remained there in seques- 
tration, until it was peaceably rendered in obedience to the de- 
cision of the court without any appeal to arms. In a building 
which I had to pass in order to reach the treasury, I saw the 
most brilliant display of arms and musquetry that I ever saw in 
my life; but not one was raised or threatened to be raised against 
the due execution of the lawe of the United States, when they 
were then enforced. In Virginia, (but [am not sure that I am 
correct in the history of it,) there was a case of this kind—per- 
sons were liable to penalties for selling lottery tickets. It was 
contended that the state tribunals had an exciusive jurisdiction 
over the subject. ‘he case was brought before the supreme 
court—the parties were a Myers and somebody else, and it de- 
cided as it inust always decide; no matter what obstruction— 


no matter what the state law may be, the constitutional laws of 


the United States must follow and defeat it, in its attempt to 
arrest the federal arm in the exercise of its lawful authority. 
South Carolina has attempted—and I repeat it, in a much more 
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offensive way, attempted to defeat the execution of the laws 
the United States. But, it seems that under all the circumstan ! 
ces of the case, she has, for the present determined lo stop her ‘ 
in order that by our legislation, we may prevent the necessity 
her advancing any further. But there are other reasons for th 
expediency of legislation at this time. Although I came Dene 
fully impressed with a different opinion, my mind has now be. 
come reconciled. 4 

The memorable first of February is past. I confess. dig fee) 
an unconquerable repugnance to legislation until that day shou\q 
have passed, because of the consequences that were to ensye 
[ hoped that the day would goover well. I feel, and I think that 
we must all confess, we breath a freer air than when the re. 
straint was upon us. But this is not the only consideration 
South Carolina has practically postponed her ordinance, instea; 
of letting it go into effect, till the fourth of March. Nobody who 
has noticed the course of events, can doubt that she will post. 
pone it by still farther legislation, if congress should rise witp- 
out any settlement of this question. 1 was going to say, my life 
on it, she will postpone it to a period subsequent to the foun) 
of March. It is in the natural course of events. South Caroli. 
ha must perceive the embarrassments of her situation. She 
must be desirous—it is unnatural to suppose, that she is not to 
remain in the union, What! a state whose heroes in its gallayt 
ancestry fought so many glorious battles along with those of the 
other states of this union—a state with which this confederacy 
is linked by bonds of such a powerful character! I have some- 
times fancied what would be her condition if she goes out of 
this union. If her 500,000 people should at once be thrown 
upon their own resources. She is out of the union. What 
is the consequence? She is an independent power. What 
then does she do? She must have armies and fleets, and 
an expensive government—have foreign missions—she nmiust 
raise taxes—enact this very tariff, whieh had driven her 
out of the union, in order to enable ber to raise money and 
to sustain the attitude of an independent power. If she should 
have no force, no navy to protect her, she would be exposed to 
piratieal incursions. Their neighbor, St. Domingo, might pour 
down a horde of pirates on her borders, and desolate her plan- 
tations. She must have her embassies, therefore must she have 
a revenue. And, let me tell you, there is another consequence 
—an inevitable one; she has a certain description of persons re- 
cognized as property south of the Potomac, and west of the Mis- 
sissippi, which would be no longer recognized as such, except 
within their own limits. This species of property would sink 
immediately to one half of its present value, for it is Louisiana 
and the south western states which are her great market. 

But I will not dwell on this topic any longer. I say itis utterly 
impossible that South Carolina ever desired, for a moment to be- 
come a separate and independent state. if the existence of the 
ordinance, while an act of congress is pending, is to be consider- 
ed as a motive for not passing that law, why this would be found 
to be a sufficient reason for preventing the passing of any laws. 
South Carolina, by keeping the shadow of an ordinance even 
before us, as she has it in her power to postpone it from time to 
time, would defeat our legislation forever. I would repeat that, 
under all the circumstances of the case, the condition of South 
Carolina is only one of the elements of a combination, the whole 
of which together, constitutes a motive of action which render 
it expedient to resort, during the present session of congress, to 
some measure in order to quiet and tranquilise the country. 

If there be any who want civil war-—who want to see the 
blood of any portion of our countrymen spilt, I am not one of 
them—I wish to see war of no kind; but, above all, I do not 
desire to see acivil war. When war begins, whether civil ot 
foreign, no human sight is competent to foresee when or how, 
or where it is to termivate. But when a civil war shall be 
lighted up in the bosom of our own happy land, and armies are 
marching, and commanders are winning their victories, and fleets 
are in motion on our coast—tell me, if you can, tell me if any 
human being can tell its duration? God alone knows where 
such a war willend. In what state will be left our institution: 
In what state our liberties? [I want no war; above all, no waral 
home. 


Sir, I repeat, that I think South Carolina has been rash, i- 
temperate, and greatly in the wrong; but I do not want to dis- 
grace her, nor any other member of this union. No: I do not 
desire to see the lustre of one single star dimmed of that glort- 
ous confederacy which constitutes our political sun; still less do 
I wish to see it blotted out, and its light obliterated. forever. Has 
not the state of South Carolina been one of the members 0! 
this union in ‘days that tried men’s souls??? Have not her an- 
cestors fought along side our ancestors? Have we not, conjointly, 
won together many a glorious battle? If we had to go into 4 
civil war with such a state, how would itterminate? Whenevet 
it should have terminated, what would be her condition? If she 
should ever return to the union, what would be the condition of 
her feelings and affections—what the state of the heart of her 
people? She has been with us before, when her ,ancestor 
mingled in the throng of battle, and as I hope our posterity will 
mingle with hers for ages and centuries te come in the unite 
defence of liberty, and for the honor and glory of the union. | 
do not wish to see her degraded or defaced as a member of this 
confederacy. re 

In conclusion, allow me to entreat and implore each indiv!- 
dual member of this body to bring into the consideration of tbis 
measure, which [ have had the honor of proposing, the same 
love of country which, if I know myself, has actuated me; and 
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the same desire of restoring h«rmony to the union, which has 
prompted this effort. If we can forget fora moment—but that 
would be asking too much of human nature—if we could suf- 
fer, for one moment, party feelings and party causes—and as I 
stand here before my God, I declare I have looked beyond those 
considerations, and regarded only the vast interests of this unit- 
ed people—I should hope that, under such feelings and with 
such dispositions, we may advantageously proceed to the con- 
sideration of this bill, and heal, before they are yet bleeding, the 
wounds of our distracted country. te 

Mr. C. concluded with — leave to introduce his bill. 

Mr. Forsyth presumed, he said, that the motion for 
leave, in its present stage, was a subject of discussion; if 
sw, he begged leave to say a word or two in opposition to 
it. The avowed object of the bill would meet with uni- 
yersal approbation. It wasa project to harmonize the 

-ople; and it could have come from no better scouree 
than from the gentleman from Kentucky, for to no one 
were we more indebted than to him for the discord and 
discontent which agitate us. But a few months ago it 
was in the power of the gentleman, and those with whom 
he acted, to settle this question at once and forever. The 
opportunity was not seized, but he hoped it was not pass- 
ed. In the project now offered he could not see the ele- 
ments of suecess. ‘lhe time was not auspicious. But 
fourteen days remained of the session; and we had bet- 
ter wait the action of the house on the bill now before 
them, than, by taking up this new measure here, pro- 
duce a cessation of their action. Was there not danger 
that the fourteen days would be exhausted in useless de- 
bate? Why twenty men, with a sufficiency of breath— 
for words they would not want—could annihilate the bill, 
though a majority in both houses were in favor of it. He 
objected, too, that the bill was a violation of the constitu- 
tion, because the senate had no power to raise revenue, 
Two years ago the same senator made a proposition, 
which was rejected on this very ground. ‘The offer, 
however, would not be useless; it would be attended with 
all the advantages which could follow its discussion here. 
We shall see it and take it into consideration as the offer 
of the manufacturers. ‘Tbe other party, as we are called, 
will view it as a scheme of diplomacy; not as their udti- 
matum, but as their first offer. But the bargain was all 
on one side. After they are defeated, and can no longer 
sustain a conflict, they come to make the best bargain 
they can. The senator from Kentucky says, the tariff is 
in danger: aye, sir, it is at its lastgasp. It has received 
the immedicable wound—no hellebore can cure it. He 
considered the confession of the gentleman to be of im- 
mense importance. Yes, sir, the whole feeling of the 
country is opposed to the high protective system. The 
wily serpent that crept into our Eden, has been touched 
by the spear of Ithuriel. ‘he senator is anxious to prevent 
the ruin which a sudden abolition of the system will pro- 
duce. No one desires to inflict ruin upon the manufac- 
turers; but suppose the southern people, having the pow- 
er to control the subject, should totally and suddenly 
abolish the system, what right would those have to com- 
ayy who had combined to oppress the south! What 
ias the tariff led us to already? From one end of the 
country to the other, it has produced evils which are 
worse than a thousand tariffs. The necessity of appeal- 
ing now to fraternal feeling shows that that feeling is not 
sleeping, but nearly extinguished. He opposed the in- 
troduction of the bill as a revenue measure, and upon it 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. observed, that the bill was no cure 
at all for the evils complained of by the south. ‘They 
Wished to try the constitutionality ef protecting duties. 
In this bill there was nothing but protection, from be- 
Sianing to end. We had been told that if the bill pass- 
ed with common consent, the system established by it 
would not be touched. But he had once been cheated in 
that way, and would not be cheated again. In 1816 it 
Was said the manufacturers would be satisfied with the pro- 
tection afforded by the bill of that year, but ina few 


| years after they came and insisted for more, and got 


more. After the first four years, an attempt would be 
mae to repeal all the balance of this bill. He would go 
no farther than four years in prospective reduction. The 
reduction was on some articles too great. He would go 
no lower than 20 per cent. on cotton. 

Mr. Holmes confessed that this was the first time but 
ne that he ever heard an objeetion made to a motion of 
Common courtesy required that any senator should 





haye leave to introduce any bill he pleased. He did not 
know whether he should like the principles of this bill, 
but he would like to have it on the table, and see whether 
he would approve of it. As to punishment—the friends 
of protection would submit to none, for they had com- 
mitted no crime. The cotton interest of the United 
States had grown up under a protection of three cents a 
pound, which it had enjoyed since the year 1790; and 
since, by this crime, it had been protected enough, its 
friends were very willing to denounce protection. It was 
extraordinary that a proposition of reconciliation should 
not be received, and that the yeas and nays should be 
called upon it. When he reflected that this ts a proposi- 
tion intended as a peace-offering, and considered the 
manner of its reception, he almost wished that he had 
complied with the request 6f his constituents a little be- 
fore, and resigned. ‘Then he would not haye been here 
to see such a proposition rejceted, 

Mr. Forsyth replied, that if the senator from Kentucky 
had not explained the provisions of the bill, and shown 
them to be unconstitutional, he should have no objec- 
tions to its introduction, If the senator from Maine had 
never before heard of an objection to a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill, he wanld probably hear of it hereaf- 
ter. He had not spoken of any punishment for the friends 
of the protective system in this body, but of the manu- 
facturers generally, I know, said Mr. Forsyth, that the 
friends of the manufacturers are undergoing their sen- 
tence at this moment. 

Mr. Poindexter returned his hearty thanks to the se- 
nator from Kentucky for introducing this bill, and he 
hoped he would have leave. We have arrived at a sin- 
gular state of things, (said Mr. P.) We see honorable 
senators decrying the tariff as ruinous and oppressive, 
and yet voting for fleets and armies to carry it into effect. 
When an honorable senator proposes conciliation, it is 
opposed as something which ought to be averted and avoid- 
ed. Fourteen days we have spent here in idle debate, 
upon a question whether we should declare war upon 
South Carolina or not. The senator from Kentucky has 
offered at last an olive-branch; but though the senator 
from Georgia is willing to make war, to enforce the ac- 
cursed tariff, yet he will refuse the tender of an offer to 
remove its burdens. As to the constitutional point, the 
only violation of the rule prohibiting the senate from ori- 
ginating a bill raising revenue, would take place at the 
consummation, not at the inception of the measure.— 
We have had a previous bill before us which ought to 
have been kicked out of this body as soon as it was shown 
here; but this measure, which looks to the peace and 
tranquillity of the country, did not meet with as much 
favor as that from the honorable senator from Georgia. 
The sovereign panacea for healing all our wounds, and 
restoring perfect health to the body politic, is that which 
the judiciary committee has reported, viz: doses of can- 
non balls, bullets and bayonets. He protested against an 
inconsistency which would bring out the whole of the 
country to carry the tariff laws into effect, and then re- 
fuse to receive any proposition to modify the tariff. 

Mr. Sprague said time enough had not yet been af- 
forded to determine whether he should be able to give 
this important bill his ultimate supportor not. That 
would depend upon a more deliberate examination of its 
principles and details. The only question now before 
the senate was, whether leave should be given to intro- 
duce it—whether it should be laid before the senate. If 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsyth] had confined 
himself simply to his constitutional objections, he, Mr. 
S. would. not have arisen, But what had the senate heard? 
What was the condition of the country? Disquieted, 
disturbed, almost convulsed, laws annulled, violent re- 
sistance to their e:foreement threatened, apprehension 
of disaster and ruin on the one hand, aad civil war on the 
other, spreading far and wide. Already the din of pre- 
paration is borne upon the southern breeze; and we may 
almost hear the clangor of arms. On all sides of the 
house, and from all quarters out of the house, they had 
heard the anxious ekg expressed, that some measure 
might be devised which should give peace to the country. 
It was their solemn and official duty to seek, anxiously 
to seek and embrace measures of tranquillity. A pro- 
position to that effect, from a source entitled to the high- 
est consideration, is presented to us, accompanied by an 
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explanation conciliatory in its language, and elevated in 
its sentiments. How has it been met? and that, too, by 
a senator from that section of country which raised aloud 
the ery of oppression, and which the bill proposes to re- 
lieve? In the first place, by a sarcasm upon the honora- 
ble mover! By telling the gentleman from Kentucky 
that a measure of peace comes with peculiar propriety 
from him, who, of all men, had most contributed to the 
distraction which pervades the country. Is this the mode 
in which tranquillity is to be restored, by repelling pro- 
positions with reproaches upon itsauthor? Are the feel- 
ings _ excited, in order to produce harmony and con- 

But the gentleman did not stopthere. The feelings of 
all who have heretofore sustained the great American Sys- 
tem, were assailed in a manner to cxeite any emotions 
but those of conciliation. The gentleman sounded the 
note of triumph and victory, vaunting as over a fallen foe; 
and denouncing punishment and retribution! He would 
not even receive from them propositions of peace—un- 
conditional submission seemed to be demanded. One 
would have thought that they were suppliants at his feet, 
and that he could trample upon them with impunity. 
But he warned the gentleman against trusting to so gross 
a delusion. They are yet erect, with arms in their 
hands, and vigor and spirit to wield them with effect. If 
war isto be waged, he will find that the battle is not yet 
won, and let him that putteth on the harness, boast not 
that he putteth it on. The time for his shout of victory 
and triumph has not yet arrived. Triumph over whom? 
the friends and supporters of protection—the north, mid- 
die and western sections of our country! 

In his assumption, that this has emanated from the 
weakness of the friends of protection, the gentleman is 
in profound error—it procceds not from their weakness, 
but their strength. The feeble cannot yield with safety 
or honor—the powerful may with both. It is a proposi- 
tion from the strong to the weak: and it is because they 
are strong, that they can make the concesssion with dig- 
nity. Does the gentleman suppose that the little cloud 
that lowers in the southern horizon—the speck of war 
there risen, has already overwhelmed the whole north- 
ern, middle and western country?—has brought them 
to unconditional submission? He much mistakes the tem- 

er of the times. The spirit of concession which he sees, 
is not the offspring of fear, but forbearance—it is from 
the magnanimity of conscious power, and which nothing 
is more likely to destroy than an imperious tone of de- 
mand in those toward whom it is extended. 

There was yet another ground of objection. He says 
if this bill should be generally popular; if it should be 
every where received with favor, the effect might be to 
arrest the progress of a measure in the other house, and 
defeat an adjustment. ‘That is indeed a danger which 
few would have had the sagacity to discover. ‘The po- 
pularity, the acceptubleness of a measure, being so great 
as to supersede all others, is to be the means of prevent- 
ing the desired arrangement from being accomplished. 
To other minds, this would have appeared to be one of 
its greatest recommendations, 

Mr. S. said he wished to repeat, that he had not had 
an opportunity to give that deliberate examination to the 
principle and details of the bill, which would enable him 
to say at this moment whether it should receive his sup- 
port or not; but he was anxious to have it legitimately 
and regularly before the senate, and hoped the leave 
asked would be granted. 

Mr. Forsyth said that he wasin a very unfortunate con- 
dition, as he had drawn upon himself a fire from both 
parties in the senate. The opposing portions of the 
senate who had heretofore been disposed to war against 
each other, had now united to war upon him. He was 
the friend of peace, and any Vg veagy for peace, whe- 
ther pacific or peaceful, should have his support—even 
to the last. He had been accused of meeting the pro- 

sition of the senator from Kentucky with a sarcasm. 

ow so? Was it by referring to that which was the 
boast of the senator from Kentucky, that he was the 
steady and ardent friend of the protective system, which 
he had aright to support with the views he entertained 
that it had elevated the standing and promoted the pros- 
perity of the country, while they who resided in the south- 


————— 
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no sarcasm, it was not intended as such, but rather as , 
compliment, since it was the duty of the senator from 
Kentucky, standing at_ the head of a great party, to sys. 
tain his principles. He, (Mr. F.) had not said that th. 
senate should not receive the bill for the introduction of 
which the leave was asked. What he had said, was tha; 
if the senator from Kentucky would strike out the clause 
to which he objected as unconstitutional, he would give 
his vote in favor of granting leave, but he could not yot. 
for granting the leave while that clause stood in the bi)}, 
He did not feel that he should be inclined to support 
the bill itself in its present form, because it asked to, 
much. ‘The gentleman from Maine had said that this 
was a proposition from strength to weakness. So jt 
was at this moment; but it would not be so after the 3, 
of March next. Was not every senator aware that a s. 
lutary ere had taken place in public opinion on this 
subject, and after the close of the present session, was jt 
not well known that they who were now the majority 
would have to submit to a majority entertaining opposite 
views, and representing the true opinions of a majority of 
the people. At the next session of congress it was an- 
ticipated that the majority of congress would be in favor 
of the south, and that portion of the union would then 
have the justice which they had so long asked for in 
vain. 
The senator from Mississippi had adverted to another 
bill which was pending before the senate, and which le 
designated a bill to make war against South Carolina, 
When that bill should be before the senate it would be 
time enough to characterize it with — He should 
feel it to be his duty to support that bill because he be- 
lieved that it was a constitutional measure, and that its 
effect would be to prevent the citizens of South Carolina, 
who had adopted different views of their duties, one party 
adhering to their allegiance to the state, and the other 
considering their first duty as due to the United States, 
from coming into conflict, and butchering one another. 
Mr. Clay said whether the remark of the senator from 
Georgia was intended asa sareasm or vot, he did not 
view it as material. He had prescribed to himself a 
course of action from which he would not suffer himself 
to be disturbed. He had resolved that while he was en- 
gaged in this work of peace, nothing which might be 
thrown out in the remarks of gentlemen, whether per- 
sonal or not, should provoke him to any warmth of reply. 
He was, he must confess, somewhat surprised at the man- 
ner in which his request had been received. The gev- 
tleman from Georgia had intimated that this bill was the 
work of the manufacturers. ‘The fact was not so. The 
bill was exclusively his own, and had been framed in op- 
position to the opinions and wishes of some manufactu- 
rers with whom he had conferred. If he had listened to 
them he should not have introduced this bill; but he hat 
been moved by higher considerations, and had_lookel 
solely to the harmony and feelings of the whole union. 
In reference to the constitutional section, he remindet 
the gentleman that the bill was not a bill to raise the dv- 
ties, but to reduce them, and, therefore, did not come 
within the reach of an equitable objection. If it bal 
been a bill to raise the rate of duties, the objection to tt 
would have been a valid one. ‘The gentleman from Nev 
Jersey (Mr. Dickerson) had formerly asked leave to it- 
troduce a bill, similar in its character, and containing 
clause for raising a duty, but not an objection was raised, 
and the bill was introduced. The constitution says thé! 
all bills to raise revenue shall originate in the house o 
representatives. ‘This was a bill to reduce the duties 
except ina single clause, and that clause relates to the 
act which had not yet gone into operation. It repeals 
the clause in that act, which relates to the duty on wodl- 
lens, and then re-inserts a scale of duty in its room.— 
He did not believe that it was the intention of the const 
tution so far to restrict the right of the senate as to om 
clude the origination of a bill to repeal any existing !a¥. 
Bills which come from the house were subject in the 
senate to any amendment which a member may make, 
and which the Senate may think proper to make. |i 
was perfectly clear that if there was any thing objection" 
able in the details of the bill, it could be corrected in 
progress after it had been introduced. 








ern states held the opposite opinion. It was, therefore, 


Mr. Calhoun rose and said, he would make but one  & 
two observations. Entirely approving of the object for laws, 
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which this bill was introduced—he should give his vote 
in favor of the motion for leave to introduce it. He 
who loves the union must desire to see this agitating 

uestion brought to a termination. Until it should be 
terminated, we could not expect the restoration of peace 
or harmony, or a sound condition of things, throughout 
the country. He believed that to the unhappy divisions 
which had kept the northern and southern states apart 
from each other, the present entirely degraded condition 
of the country, for entirely degraded he believed it to 
be, was solely attributable. The general principles of 
this bill received his approbation. He believed that if 
the present difficulties were to be adjusted, they must be 
adjusted on the principles embraced in the bill, of fixing 
ad valorem duties, except in the few eases in the bill to 
whieh specific duties were assigned. He said that it had 
been his fate to occupy a position as hostile as any one 
could in reference to the protecting policy; but, if it de- 
pended on his will, he would not give his vote for the 
prostration of the manufacturing interest. A very large 
capital had been invested in manufactures, which had 
been of great service to the country, and he would never 
give his vote to suddenly withdraw all those duties by 
which that capital was sustained in the channel into which 
it had been directed. But he would only vote for the ad 
valorem system of duties, which he deemed the most 
beneficial and the most equitable. At this time he did 
not rise to go into.a consideration of any of the details 
of this bill, as such a course would be premature, and 
contrary to the practice of the senate. ‘There were 
some of the provisions which had his entire approbation, 
and there were some to which he objected. But he look- 
ed upon these minor points of difference, as points in the 
settlement of which no difficulty would occur, when gen- 
tlemen met together in that spirit of mutual compromise 
which he doubted not, would be brought into their deli- 
berations, without at all yielding the constitutional ques- 
tion as to the right of protection. 


(Here there was a tumultuous approbation in the gal- 
leries, which induced the chair to order the galleries to 
be cleared. On the expression of a hope by Mr. Poin- 
dexter and Mr. Holmes, that the order would not at this 
time be enforced, the chair subsequently withdrew it; 
but gave notice that on any repetition of the disorder the 
officers of the house would act without further direction. ] 


Mr. Dickerson said that, as the ayes and noes had been 
ordered, he felt himself bound to give a reason why he 
should feel himself constrained to vote against the grant- 
ing of leave. It was not in reference to the merits of 
the bill, not that he strongly and entirely approved or 
disapproved of any of its provisions, that he should re- 
cord his vote. Such a bill as this could not, in his opi- 
nion, originate in the senate. The gentleman from 
Kentucky knew that he was, in no instance, disposed to 
g0 against any motion which came within the rules and 
rights of the senate. He stated that he had originated 
the bill to which reference had been made, by the in- 
struction of the committee. 


The gentleman from Kentucky said this was not a bill 
the object of which was to raise the revenue. Now he 
(Mr. D.) thought that although a bill might be nominal- 
lyabill to reduce the revenue, some of its provisions, 
by reducing duties, might so operate as to raise the 
‘mount of revenue collected. He did not, however, 
read the clause in the constitution in the same way as the 
gentleman from Kentucky did. To raise revenue, se- 
cording to the meaning of that instrument, was entirely 
a distinet thing from a mere question of the modification 
of duties. We have a bill which has been passed to 


ys e . . . . . 
® . “se revenue, and this which is now under consideration 


'sa bill to raise revenue. ‘I'he term, as used in the con- 
heution, implies the collecting and bringing money into 
re treasury, This was the view he had always taken of 
~~ meaning of the clause. And he hoped that the sena- 
reed rom Kentucky would excuse him, if, on the ayes 
me ee being taken, he should record his vote in the 
oa ive, Not that he was against the bill, although he 
on strong doubts whether, at this late period of the 
“ it could be productive of any good consequences. 
, '. Webster said, that as, by itstitle, the bill appear- 
0 be merely a bill to modify the existing revenue 


|; ; ; i isi 
‘YS, It could hardly be rejected, as a bill for raisiog re- 
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venue, which ought to originate in the other house, sinee 
there are many gpm ot in which all the existing re- 
yenue laws might be modified, without raising more or 
less revenue. As the bill has not been read, (said Mr. 
W.), we seem to know no more of it, regularly, than its 
title purports. ‘That title describes a bill, which may 
constitutionally originate in the senate: I shall therefore 
vote for the leave. 

But I feel it my duty, Mr. President, to say a word or 
two upon the measure itself. It is impossible that this 
proposition of the honorable member from Kentucky 
should not excite in the country a very strong sensation; 
and in the relation to which I stand to the subject, I am 
anxious, at an early moment, to say, that as far as I] un- 
derstand the bill, from the gentleman’s statement of it, 
there are principles in it to which I do not, at present see 
how I ean ever concur. If I understand the plan, the re- 
sult of it will be a well-understood surrender of the 
power of diserimination, or a stipulation not to use {hat 
power, inthe laying duties on imports, after the eight or 
nine years have expired. ‘This appears to me to be mat- 
ter of great moment. I hesitate to be a party to any 
such stipulation, The honorable member admits, that 
though there will be no positive surrender of the power, 
there will be a stipulation not to exercise it; a treaty of 
peace and amity, as he says, which no American states- 
man ean hereafter stand up to violate. For one, sir, I 
am not ready to enter into the treaty. I propose, so far 
as depends on me, to leave all our suecessors in congress 
as free to act as we are ourselves, 

The honorable member from Kentucky says the tariff 
is in imminent danger; that if not destroyed this session, 
it cannot hope to survive the next. This may be so, éir. 
This may be so. But if it be so, it is because the Ame- 
rican people will not sanction the tariff; and if they will 
not, why, then, sir, it cannot be sustained at all. I am 
not quite so despairing as the honorable member seeras 
to be. I know-nothing which has happened, within the 
last six or eight months, changing, so materially, the 
prospects of the tariff. I do not despair of the success of 
an appeal to the American people, to take a just care of 
their own interests, and not to sacrifice those vast inter- 
ests which have grown up under the laws of congress, 

But, sir, out of respect to the economy of the time of 
the senate, I will pursue these remarks no farther at pre- 
sent; but will take an opportunity, to-morrow, to lay on 
the table resolutions expressing my general opinions om 
this interesting subject. 

Mr. Forsyth said, that as the senator from Kentucky 
would not strike out from the bill the clause which he, 
(Mr. F.), had eonsidered as exceptionable, and as he 
found himself in a situation not to be sustained by many 
votes, he wished to fortify himself behind a decision of 
the vice president, (Mr. Calhoun), on a former bill 
similar to the present. A senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton), who was not now in his seat, asked leave to bring 
ina bill to modify the duties on alum salt. The very 
objection was made to that bill, which he now made to 
the introduction ef the bill of the senator from Kentucky. 
The president had decided that asa bill to regulate the 
duties on imports, in which salt was an item, was before 
the senate, the bill of the senator from Missouri would 
not be in order. {'Mr. Calhoun made an explanation in a 
single sentence, which we did not ecatch.} ‘There was a 
clause in this bill to raise the duty. On this point his ob- 
jection was founded. Gentlemen might place what con- 
struction they chose on the term raising revenue. Used 
separately for raising or reducing revenue, the originat- 
ing of the bill in this house, was unconstitutional; but 
when a bill embraced both raising and reducing, it was 
constitutional. He begged to disclaim any idea of op- 
posing the introduction of the bill on any other pres 

Mr. Buckner made a few observations, which could 
not be distinetly heard; as he spoke from under the gal- 
lery. He was understood as saying that be was not pre- 
yared to state whether he should go the length of this 
Bill or not, but he was willing to make great conces- 
sion to preserve the harmony of the union, and, as he 
would not shut out any proposition of a pacific character, 
he should vote in favor of granting leave to introduce the 
bill. 

Mr. Kane thought that unless the bill introduced new 





subjects for duty, it ought not to be viewed as wud@netitue 
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tional. He made one or two other observations, which 
were inaudible in the gallery, and stated that he should 
vote for granting the leave asked. 

Mr. Holmes said, he knew not how a measure to re- 
duce revenue, was a measure to raise revenue. Raising, 
is to lift up, and reducing is to let down, and how letting 
down could be lifting up, he had yetto learn. He would 
be willing to hear gentlemen on the bill, and no one could 
in courtesy refuse to let a bill be introduced which no one 
had heard, If all those members were to be presented 
who had voted for the protective system, he wished to 
know if he was to be included in the indictment; and if so, 
whether he was to be tried befgre the 4th of March, or 
afterwards. If he was to be tried afterwards he should 
be dead. He had been a long time against the system, 
and some of the southern gentlemen had warmly adyocat- 
ed it. At length Satan beguiled him and he did eat. If 
he was to be tried after the 4th of March, he could sit 
down on his reserved rights; and they in the east knew 
how to nullify when they could make a profit by it. 
There they had the advantage of South Carolina: she 
had beat the bush, but Georgia had got the bird, and now 
that Georgia has got the bird—she says to South Carolina, 
don’t beat the bush any more, because I have got the bird. 

Mr. Chambers suggested to the senator from Georgia 
the propriety of withdrawing the call for the yeas and 

nays. 

Mr. Foot referred to the journals to show that the bill 
referred to by the gentleman from Georgia had been in- 
troduced, and that a motion in relation to a point of order 
had been laid on the table. 

Mr. King said he had no idea that this question would 

come up for consideration to-day. He had listened to 
the explanation of the gentleman from Kentucky with an 
unmixed pleasure; and, although he was not prepared to 
take the bill precisely in the form in which it had been 
reported, he hoped that the speech, so honorable to that se- 
nator, in which he had come to the discussion of the sub- 
jeet, would be imitated by all those who should follow 
iim. For himself, he wished to see this vexed question 
settled in a peaceful and equitable manner. ‘The motion 
for leave to introduce a bill, he had never seen refused to 
a senator since he had a seat on that floor. ‘The senator 
from Kentucky might introduce his bill in any form he 
pleased. It must go to a committee, and that committee 
could amend it in any way they might think proper, or 
report it without amendment, and it would then be dis- 
cussed in committee of the whole. He wished to let this 
bill go on in the ordinary course, and to see a measure in 
progress which held out the promise of a restoration of 
peace to the country. 

Mr. Forsyth expressed regret that lhe should have cre- 
ated so much discussion. He did not oppose the object 
of the bill; he would not have raised his voice on the sub- 
ject, if the motion did not call on him to violate a provi- 
sion of the constitution of the United States. He had re- 
ferred the senate to a case in which the chair had evine- 
ed an inclination to decide that the bill could not be re- 
ceived. At the time when this intimation was given, he 
(Mr. F.) had thought that the decision was incerreet, and 
that then, as now, it was a question for the decision of 
the senate, and not of the president. A bill of this cha- 

- racter, however, ought to pass first under the considera- 
tion of the immediate representatives of the people. He 
refused leave to introduce this bill, because the constitu. 
tion forbids that the first action on a bill of this character 
should be in the senate. He had suggested, with a view 
to get rid of the difficulty, that the objectionable clause 
should be stricken out. ‘The senator from Kentucky had 
no especial favor for it; but the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had not met his wishes. He would now, with a 
view to get over the difficulty, move to amend the motion 
for leave, by adding to it the words ‘‘with the exception 
of those clauses which raise the duties on the articles nam- 
ed therein.” 

The chair pronounced the motion to amend to be out 
of order. 

Mr. Clay said that the clause which the senator from 
Georgia wishes to have stricken out was essential to the 
object of the bill. In the progress of the bill, the whole 


of its provisions, even the title, nfight be stricken out. 
He admitted that it was the practice to call all these bills 


priety be called a bill for the reduction of proteetion, In 
reference to the bill of the senator from Missouri, it or}. 
ginated in this body, and contained an item raising the 
rate of duty, and it was on the question of the second 


reading that the president intimated a doubt whethe 
was in order. 


He expressed his great regret that the senator from 
Massachusetts did not view this measure in so favorable 
a light at this moment, as he hoped that he would do oy 
further examination of the bill.’ In reference to the day. 
gers which surround the tariff, he would say that he jo. 
lieved that there was a majority of the people of the U 
States decidedly in favor of protection in some form, 
Still he believed that from some eauses, which the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts was as well informed of as him- 
self, the system was at this moment exposed to very ere.) 
danger. He coneurred with his friend from Massachn- 
setts in the opinion that these dangers might be tempo- 
rary in their nature, and might be followed by a reaction, 
during which the tariff of protection might be revive: 
For one, he would say, without any affeetation, that |; 
felt himself to be growing old. He had seen enongh of 
turmoil and strife; and if they could adopt any measur: 
which would pacify the country, he would not trou)|p 
himself concerning what might be the effect of it sone 
eight or nine years hence, but would take the presen 
practical good, and remove that alienation of feeling which 
has so long existed between certain parts of this widely 
spread confederacy, so as to enable us to transmit to afte> 
times the substantial blessings, as well asthe name, of 
the glorious fabric of wisdom which our fathers bequeath- 
ed to us. 

The call for the yeas and nays was then, with the as- 
sent of the senate, withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on granting leave to in- 
troduce the bill; and the bill having been read, as fol- 
lows:— 


A bill to modify the act of the 14th July, 1832, and all other acts 
imposing duties on imports. 

1. Be it enacted, &c. That, from and after the 30th day of Sep 
tember, 1833, in-all cases where duties are imposed on foreign 
imports by the act of the 14th day of July, 1832, entitled “an act 
to alterand amend the several acts imposing duties on imports,” 
or by any other act, shall exceed twenty per cent. on the value 
thereof, one-tenth part of such excess shall be deducted; froin 
and after the 30th day of September, 1835, another tenth part 
shall be deducted; from and after the 30th day of September, 
1837, another tenth part thereof shall be deducted; from ani 
after the 30th day of September, 1839, another tenth part there! 
shall be deducted; and from and after the 30th day of September, 
1841, one-half of the residue of such excess shall be deducted; 
and from and after the 30th day of September, 1842, the other 
half thereof shall be deducted. 

2. Ani be it further enacted, That so much of the second see 
tion of the act of the 14th of July aforesaid, as fixes the rat 
duty on ali milled and fulled cloth, known by the name of plains, 
kerseys, or Kendal cottons, of which wool is the only materia), 
the value whereof does not exceed thirty-five cents a squal 
yard, at five per cent. ad valorem, shall be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. And-the said articles shall be subjected to tly 
same duty of fifty per cent. as is provided by the said secon! 
section for other manufactures of wool, which duty shall be | 
ble to the same deductions as are preseribed by the first sect! 
of this act. 

3. And be it further enacted, That until the 36th day of Se 
tember, 1842, the duties imposed by existing laws, as modile! 
by this act, shall remain and continue to be colleeted. And fro 
and after the day last aforesaid, all duties upon imports shall | 
collected in ready money, and laid forthe purpose of raisny 
such revenue-as may be necessary to an cconomical administra 
tion of the government; and for that purpose shall be equal npou 
all articles according to their value, which are not by this ac! 
declared to be entitled to entry subsequent to the said 30th day 
of September, 1842, free of duty. And, until otherwise dircete’ 
by law, from and after the said 30th day of September, 1°, 
such duties shall be at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. Ant 
from and after that day al! credits now allowed by law in bit 
payment of duties, shall be, and hereby are, abolished: Proviies, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent U 
passage of any law, in the event of war with any foreign pow" 
for imposing such duties as may be deemed by congress nec’ 
sary to the prosecution of such war. 

4. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to the arti les 
now exempted by the existing laws from the payment ot duties, 
the following articles, imported from and after the 30th day “ 
September, 1833, and until the 30th day of September, I> 12, sh c 
also be admitted to entry free from duty, to wit: blew hed ane 
unbleached linens, manufactures of silk, or of which silk shi 
be the component material of chief value, coming from this 9° 
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revenue bills, 


This bill, however, might with more pro- 






of the Cape of Good Hope, and worsted stuff goods shaw is and 
other manufactures of silk and worsted, 
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be it further enacted, That from and after the 30th day 
5, in tor 1843, the following articles shall be admitted to 
free from duty, to wit: unmanufactured cotton, indigo, 


utr ihe 
nicksilver, opiunt, tin in plates and sheets, gum arabic, gum 


cenegal, lac dye, madder, madder root, nuts ard berries used in 
dyeing, Saffron, tumeric, woad or pastel, aloes, ambergris, Bur- 
gundy pitch, cochineal, camomile flowers, ecriander seed, cat- 
sup, chalk, coculus indicus, horn plates for lanterns, or horns, 
other horns and tips, India rubber, unmanufactured ivory, juni 
er berries, musk, nuts of all kinds, oil of juniper, manufactured 
rattans and reeds, tortoise shell, tin foil, shellac, vegetables used 
principally in dyeing and composing dyes, weld and all articles 
cinployed chiefly for dycing, except prussiate of potash, chromate 
of potash; aquafortis and tartaric acids, and all other dycing 
drugs, and materials for composing dyes. 

6, And be it further enacted, That so much of the act of the 
ith July, 1832, or of any other act, as is inconsistent with this 
act shall be, and the same is hereby repealed: Provided, 'That 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to preveut thc 
passage, prior or subsequent to the said 30th day of September, 
1842, of any act or acts from time to time, that may be necessary 
to detect, prevent, or punish, evasions of tle duties on imports, 
imposed by law. ‘ 

Mr. Jorsyth moved that the bill be now read a second 
time, with a view to its commitment. 

This motion requires the unanimous consent of the se- 
nate, . 

Mr. Dickerson objected, on the ground that it was too 
important a bill to be hurried through its stages, 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, the bill was then ordered 
to be printed. 


= A Steere 


THE IMPRISONED MISSIONARIES. 

The Boston Daily Advertiser states that the circumstances 
alttendmg the service of the notice, by the missionaries, on the 
governor and attorney general of Georgia, of an intention to 
move the supreme court of the United States, on the 2d of Fe- 
pruary, for further proceedings in their case, are thus related in 
a communication from Mr. Worcester of December 7. 

‘‘It was not till the day it was served, that Dr. Butler and I 
knew that such a notice was necessary. Previously to the giv- 
ing of it, our friends here were about making efforts to procure 
a resolution of the legislature, recommending to the governor 
to give us an unconditional pardon as soon as circumstances 
would admit; and that, it was supposed, would be as soon as 
the land lottery was completed, unless it should be thought ne- 
cessary to wait till the session of the supreme court should 
pass, lest it should appear to be done through fear of that court. 
indeed we suppose that we had received some intimation that 
we might be discharged when the lottery was completed, with- 
out waiting to see what the supreme court would do. Willing 
to receive an unconditional discharge; and not only on that, but 
on other accounts, desirous to avoid every thing of an irritating 
character, we would rather have avoided giving tie notice | 
have mentioned, and studied for a considerable time whether 
we could not;—but it seemed to be requisite in order for the 
case to come up again before the court, and there could be no 
delay without the hazard of protracting the suit a year longer 
than ifthe notice were immediately given.”’ 

Having, in these circumstances, given the notice, they pro- 
ceeded deliberately and carefully to inquire whether, in existing 
circumstances, duty and expediency reguired them to execute 
itand ask the opinion of the prudential committee of the mis- 
sionary board, and of other friends on the subject. The result 
was, the letter to the governor, which follows, and was com- 
ss to Messrs. Worcester and Butler, under date of Janu- 
ary 14, 

Penitentiary, Milledgeville, January 8, 1833. 
To his ex. Wilson Lumpkin, gov. of the state of Georgia. 

‘Sin—In reference to a notice given to your excellency on the 
28th of November last, by our counsel in our behalf, of our in- 
tention to meve the supreme court of the United States on the 
2d day of February next, for further process in the case between 
ourselves individually as plaintiffs in error and the state of 
Georgia as defendant in error, we have now to inform your ex- 
cellency that we have this day forwarded instructions to our 
counsel to forbear the intended motion, and to prosecute the 
case no further. We beg leave respectfully to state to your 
excelleney, that we have not been led to the adoption of that 
measure by any change of views in regard to the principles on 
Which we have acted, or by any doubt of the justice of our 
cause, or of our perfect right to a legal discharge, in accordance 
With the decision of the supreme court in our favor already 
tiven, but by the apprehension that the further prosecution of 
the controversy, under existing circumstances, might be attend- 
ed with consequences injurious to our beloved country. We 
are respectfully yours, (Signed) 8. A. WORCESTER, 

ELIZUR BUTLER. 
Penitentiary, Milledgeville, Jan. 8, 1833. 
To Charles H. Jenkins, esq. attorney gen. of the state of Georgia. 

Smr—In reference to a notice given to you on the 29th Nov. 
lasts by our counsel on our behalf, of our intention to move the 
supreme court of the U. States on the second day of February 
next, for further process in the case between ourselves indivi- 
dually as plaintiffs in error, and the state of Georgia as defendant 





instructions to our counsel to forbear the intended motidn, and 
to prosecute the case no further. We are beg ~ respectfully, 
(Signed) 8. A. WORCESTER, 
ELIZUR BUTLER. 

We soon learned, through col. C. that the governor was highly 
offended with the latter part of our communication. Col. M. 
also, as he told us the next morning, met the governor at night, 
in the street, and found him very much displeased, and deter- 
mined to hold us still in confinement. He thought the commu- 
nication Was an insult to the authority of the state. It would 
have been sufficient to give him asimple notice of the withdrawal 
of our suit, without insulting him with the declaration that we 
were altogether in the right, and the state altogether in the 
wrong. Col. M. and col. C. although they both thought that the 
governor need not have taken any exceptions to our communi- 
cation, were both solicitous that we should offer the governor a 
substitute for what we had sent, withholdixg, or at least express- 
ing in different terms the part which had given so much offence. 
We were strongly indisposed to make 7 alteration, feeling that 
there was nothing improper in what we had written. 

Col. C. of his own accord had called on the governor, to as- 
certain whether he would accept a substitute. The governor 
refused; but said that if we would write a letter disclaiming any 
design to offer an indignity, and say that we now appealed to the 
justice and magnanimity of the state, whether we might not 
consistently be set at liberty, he would do it within twenty-four 
hours. Col. ©. said to him, **You cannot expect these men to 
make any supplication.’’? ‘The governor replied, “I do not wish 
it, but it seems as if they might make a respectful application."? 
To the former part of the governor’s proposition we had not the 
least objection. An application for a release was a different 
thing; and general Coffee had used that very term when he as- 
sured us as the sentiment of the governor though not officially 
communicated, that no concessions, nor condition, ‘not even an 
application”? to the governer would be necessary. We saw no 
objection, however, to simply stating to the governor, what was 
our view in withdrawing our suit. We did not withdraw for 
the sake of a release; but had determined, if we should be con 
vineed that it would be more for the public good, to withdraw, 
whether we were to be released or not. We therefore imme 
diately wrote the following communication: 

Penitentiary, Milledgeville, Jan. 9, 1833. 
To his excellency Wilson Lumpkin, gov. of the state of Georgia. 

Sin—We are sorry to be informed that some expressions in 
our communication of yesterday were regarded by your excel- 
lency as an indignity offered to the state or its authorities. No- 
thing could be further from our design. In the course we have 
now taken, it has been our intention simply to forbear the pro- 
secution of our cause, and to leave the question of the continu- 
ance of our confinement to the magnanimity of the state. We 
are respectfully yours, (Signed) 8S. A. WORCESTER, 

ELIZUR BUTLER. 

This communication we sent to the governor the next morn- 
ing, by the hands of col. C. through whom we had been informed 
in What manner the governor had received our former letter. 
The governor after some deliberation pronounced it satisfactory. 

A little before noon to-day (Jan. 14), we were told by col. 
Mills, (keeper of the penitentiary), that he had received orders 
from the governor to discharge us from further confinement. It 
is now night, and we are sitting by col. Mills’ fireside, expecting 
to be on our way home early in the morning, We.haye, as yet, 
reecived no written discharge, either from the governor or from 
col. Mills; nor have we said any thing respecting it—but shall, 
perhaps, receive something before we leave town, 

—— 0 ® © Otero 
THE SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 
Extract from the report of the bank of the United States to the 
, committee of ways and means. 

The security of the public deposites may, perhaps, be inferred 
from the explanations already given, but it may not be super- 
fluous to suggest some considerations which may relieve al] so- 
licitude on that subject. 

ist. From the establishment of the bank to the present day it 
has been the depository of about 440,000,000 of dollars of public 
wevenuc. The safety with which they have been keptand trans- 
ferred throughout the United States is attested by all the secre- 
taries of the treasury. By Mr. Crawford, who, on the 4th of 
December, 1818, in a reply to an inquiry ftom a committee of 
congress, says, ‘in reply to the specific inquiry which you mak 
I have the honor to state that the bank has correctly discharge 
the dutics of commissioners of loans and agents for the payments 
of military pensions, as far as it has been required bylaw. It 
has promptly transmitted the public money wherever and when- 
ever it has been required to perform that service. It is presum- 
ed that the facilities expected from it in the collection of duties 
have been furnished, as no information has been received ut the 
departinent, that such facilitics have been withheld.” 

By Mr. Rush, who, in his report of the 13th of December, 
1828, says— 

‘In faithful obedience to the conditions of its charter, and 
aided by its branches, it has afforded the neceagary facilities for 
transferring the public monies from place to place, concentrat- 
ing them at the place required. In this manner all payments on 
account of the public debt, whether for interest or prineipal; alj 
on account ef pensions; all for the civil list; for the array, for 
the navy, or whatever other purpose wanted in any part of the 
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sources of revenue received, aiding too in their collection, there- 
by giving safety to the keeping, as well as promptitude and cer- 
tainty to the disbursement of the public treasure. 

**It receives the paper of the state banks paid on public account 
in the interior, as well as elsewhere; and by placing it to the 
credit of the United States as eash, renders it available where- 
ever the public service may require.” 

_By Mr. Ingham, who, in a published letter, declares of the 
bank, that ‘‘it enables the government to transmit its funds from 
one extremity of the union to another without cost, without risk, 
without pressure upon the section from which they are with- 
oy and with a despatch which is more like magic than re- 

t . 

nd the present secretary of the treasury, in his report of the 
5th of December, 1831, remarks, ‘‘it must be adimitied, however, 
that the good management of the present bank, the accommo- 
dation it has given to the government, and the practical benefits 
it has rendered the community, whether it may or may not have 
accomplished all that was expected from it, and the advantages 
of its present condition, are circumstances in its favor entitled 
to great weight, and give it strong claims upon the consideration 
of congress in any future legislation on the subject.’? Moreover, 
in his report to congress at its present session, he declares that 
no loss had ever been sustained by the government on its depo- 
sites with the bank of the United States. 

The simple facts thus emphatically vouched, that out of fout 
hundred and forty millions of government deposites taken in all 
kinds of bank paper, and in all parts of the United States, during 
a period of sixteen years, not one dollar of loss has been sus- 
tained—that during that whole period it has faithfully performed 
all its duties to the government, and never on any occasion fail- 
ed to meet its engagements, may be accepted as a presumption 
in favor of its solvency. 

2d. The general situation of the bank may afford similar as- 
surances. ‘Fhe bank has a capital of 35 millions all paid—it has 
more than one-fourth of that capital actually in gold and silver 
in its vaults—it has due to it from individuals in the United States 
upwards of 60 millions of debts, and a balance exceeding three 
millions in Europe—it has real estate which is estimated at three 
millions of dollars—and in the opinion of the committee there 
never Was any period since its establishment, when it was in a 
more prosperous condition than at the present moment. 

This will be seen in further detail by the following condensed 
table from the monthly statement of the situation of the bank, 
and its offices and agencies, on the first of January, 1833: 

The claims against the bank, are: 

Its notes in circulation, 

The deposites, public and private, 

The debt to the holders of the funded debt of 
the United States, for principal and interest, 

The unclaimed dividends, 


$17,459,571 79 


13,547,517 95 


6,723,703 16 
76,529 84 


$37,807,322 74 





Amounting to 





Its resources are: 
Specie, 
Notes of state banks, 
Balances due by state banks, 


$8,951,847 60 
$2,991,655 04 
1,596,252 08 





$3,887,907 12 
Funds in Europe, and foreign bills of exchange, 3,190,225 43 
Real estate, 3,036,241 52 


Debts due by individuals, viz: 
On notes discounted, 


$43,626,870 33 
On domestic bills of exchange, 


18,069,043 25 





61,695,913 57 

Mortgages, &¢. 103,330 75 
Makthg 

From which deduct the claims as above, 





80,865,465 99 
7,207,322 74 





And there remains an excess of £43,058,143 25 

This sum of $43,058,143 25, forms a guarantee to the holders 
of the notes of the bank, and to its depositors, over and above the 
whole amount of their claims. It is applicable in the first in- 
stance, and before one dollar of it can be appropriated in any 
other way, to the payment of any deficiency which might, by 
possibility, arise from the thirty-seven miilions first destined for 
the payment of notes and deposites. The whole of it must be 
absolutely lost before there can be a question whether the hold- 
ers of tiie notes of the bank, and public and private depositors, 
are in danger of sustaining any loss. After these claimants are 
satisfied, and not until then, the ees who own its thir- 
ty-five millions of capital, may divide te balance amongst them. 

They, therefore, conclude this part of the subject, by express- 
{ng their entire conviction of the accuracy of the opinion ex- 
pressed by Mr. Toland, the confidential agent of the government, 
who says: “thus far I consider my report, as complying with 
that part of your letter, directing the investigation, so as to as- 
certain the security of the public money, and the solvency of the 
bank, neither of which can, in my opinion, admit of a doubt.’’ 

All whicb is respectfully submitted. 

MATTHEW L. BEVAN, chairman. 
8 @ Stere 
REPORT OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
@F TRR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Feb. 8, 1833. 

Mr. Beil, from the ¢ommittee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 

lewig 





——— 
REPORT: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
message of the president, with the accompanying documents 
relative to the controversy between the federal government arid 
the state of South Carolina, have bestowed on the subject that 
anxious consideration which its importance so imperiously f 


rar and now report a bill, as the result of their best reflec. 
ions. 


In preparing this bill, no provision has been made for clothing 
the executive with any power in addition to that which it already 
has, for the purpose of executing the laws. In no view whies; 
the committee have been able to take of the subject, can they 
reconcile it to themselves to provide for the employment of mili- 
tary foree. ‘They are aware, that in suggesting the propriety of 
providing these extraordinary means, the president did not cop. 
template a resort to them only when the laws are “obstructed 
by unlawful combinations, rendering the collection of the duties 
impracticable,’ or when their execution is opposed by the actual 
employment of military foree by the authority of a state. Yet 
it is respectfully considered, that the existence of this combina- 
tion, and its unlawfulness, as well as the inadequacy of the 
means provided by the existing laws to overcome it, should be 
first ascertained and established by the action of our courts. 


As to the employment of military force by South Carolina, the 
most positive assurances are given, that nothing of this kind is 
intended, unless in repelling an attack from the federal govern- 
ment. By delaying, then, any measures which could indicate 
such an intention, we avoid all provocation, and furnish no pre- 
text to South Carolina to prepare for such an exigency. 

The committee are fully sensible that the attitude assumed by 
South Carolina may seriously embarrass the operations of this 
government; yet they maintain, that if, in a controversy between 
the general government and one of the states, a resort to tlie 
military and naval power of the union can even be justified, that 
resort should only be made in the last extremity, aud after every 
other mode of adjustment has failed. While we can never for- 
get that the constitution was founded on the free and voluntary 
consent of the people of the several states, and that it was th 
result of compromise, we are equally conscious that it can 
only be preserved by a spirit of conciliation and forbearance. 
What would be the consequences of employing force for the 
purpose of terminating the present unhappy controversy, it is 
impossible to foresee. The interest in the question from which 
it has originated, is not limited to a single state, but extends to 
an entire section of the country, and among the unhappy results 
of the application of force, there is reason to fear that, froma 
controversy between the general government and a single state, 
it would extend to a conflict between the two great sections of 


the ys and might terminate in-the destruction of the union 


But, independent of the danger thus apprehended, and even 
admitting that the dreaded calamity referred to might not result 
from the employment of force as contemplated, still it would 
produce throughout the southern country a state of feeling to- 
wards the government, and a deep and settled hostility against 
the other sections of the union which every patriot would de- 
plore, and which every statesman should earnestly endeavor to 
prevent. Influeneed by these considerations, and anxious to 
avoid, if possible, even the hazard of civil war or bloodshed, 
your committee, in the bill which they herewith submit, propose 
to enlarge the powers and give additional strength to the process 
of the United States’ courts, in the hope that the energies of the 

overment, acting through its judivial tribunals, may prove abun- 
dantly competent to the emergency. 


Ours is essentially a government of laws: and their enforce- 
ment must mainly depend on enlightened public opinion. 5° 
long then as these laws are mild and just in their character, 904 
equal and impartial in their operation, we need no other guarat- 
tee for their execution than the virtue and intelligence of te 
people. When, therefore, a law is made by the government %° 
oppressive and destructive to the interests of the people of one 
of these states, as to determine them to resist it, at every hazard, 
it is evidence of the justice of their complaints, which should uot 
be disregarded; and it is the bounden duty of the legislature, 10- 
stead of devising rigorous means to enforce it, to modify the ob- 
noxious law. 


Such is now the case with South Carolina; and in addition to 
the unanimous testimony of her own people, and of a very large 
portion of the people of the southern siates, as to the injustice 
and oppression of the tariff laws, she is sustained by a gre#! 
number of our fellow citizens throughout the union. The pre- 
sident, too, in his message, at the commencement of the prese”! 
session, earnestly impressed on congress the justice and import 
ance of altering and modifying the laws in question; and you! 
committee have no doubt that if the recommendations of te 
chief magistrate are carried out by the passage of the bill repor 
ed by the committee of ways and means, it will tend more efle¢ 
tually to allay the excited feelings of the south, to arrest t« 
crisis with which we are threatened, and to restore harmony 
our once happ¥ anjon, than any provisions which can be adopt 
ed for the removal of custom houses, clothing the courts w!t! 
additional powers, or invasion by fleets and armies. But should 
congress still refuse to yield to the complaints and remonstras 
ces of the south; should that feeling of kindness and conciliatto® 
so indispensaBle to the preservation of this great confedera®) 
ecase to exert its influence; and should the laws now in foros, 
together with the provisions contained in the bili herewit! ' 
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orted, be evaded, or successfully resisted by the state of South 
Carolina, then, and not till then, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, will it be time for the representatives of the American peo- 
ple to consider and decide that most delicate and deeply inter- 
esting question—the right of the federal government to reduce 
one of the sovereign members of the union to obedience to its 
jaws by military force—a power, let it be remembered, that was 
ceveral times proposed to be given in the formation of the federal 
constitution, but never conferred. a 
The committee have made no provision for the removal of 
custom houses, and exaction of cash duties, as suggested by the 
yesident. Such regulations, especially the latter, they conceive 
would be in violation of those clauses of the constitution, which 
declare that ‘‘all duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform 
throughout the United States,’’ and that ‘‘no preference shall be 
given by any regulation of commerce or revenue, to the ports of 
one state over those of another.’? To require the duties on goods 
prought into the ports of one state to be paid in cash, and to 
allow acredit upon those imported into the others, would be 
entirely at variance with that uniformity thus required by the 
constitution, and must give a decided advantage to those ports 
where the credit system prevails, over those where cash pay- 
ments are enforced. It would do more; it would be virtually 
denying to citizens of one state privileges which are enjoyed by 
those of another. The merchants at Charleston must pay the 
custom house duties on receiving his goods, while the merchant 
at Savannah is allowed a credit of from three to twelve months. 
Js this uniformity? Do these merchants enjoy equal privileges? 
This objection is attempted to be obviated by allowing a de- 
duction of the interest, when the duties are required to be paid 
incash. But where is the merchant who would be willing to 
such an arrangement? Where is the man engaged in trade who 
ie content with a profit of six per cent. on his capital? If there 
be indeed no difference between the present syséem of credits 
ind Cash payments, with a deduction of six per cent. why does 
not congress at once abolish the former, and avoid not only the 
expense, and trouble, and litigation, occasioned by the non-pay- 
ment of custom house bonds, but secure the government against 
the immense losses annually, almost daily, occurring by the fail- 
ures Of importing merchants and their sureties? The committee 
doubt whether the importing merchants would consent to pay 
cash duties, if they were offered a deduction of double the legal 
interest. Indeed, there can be but little doubt that many of the 
merchants even of Charleston, would land their goods at Savan- 
nah, and incur the expense, inconvenience, and additional ha- 
gard of re-shipping them, rather than be subjected to the pay- 
ment of the duties in cash. Assuredly the merchants of the 
interior would not hesitate as to which of these ports they 
would, under these circumstances, order their goods. Is it not 
perfeclly obvious, then, that by this ‘‘regulation of revenue,”’ 
congress would present strong inducements for the landing of 
goods at Savannah, in preference to Charleston, and thus give a 
decided advantage to the one port over the other? And can any 
one believe that if such a regulation were established and long 
maintained, that it would not as effectually ruin the trade of 
Charleston as though that port were blockaded, and the entrance 
of merchant vessels entirely prohibited? 

But, it may be said, that these regulations are general; that no 
particular state is named, that if they apply to South Carolina, 
itis in consequenee of her own act, and that they will be equal- 
ly applicable to any other state which shall assume the same at- 
titude. The plain answer to this argument is, that the consti- 
iution has not given to congress the powerto make such dis- 
tinctions under such circumstances, or under any circumstances: 
“vs oe of the constitution are broad, general and unqua- 
ied. 

Admitting, however, for a moment, the power in question to 
exist, the committee are of opinion that the exercise of it in the 
manner proposed, would operate with peculiarinjustice. There 
are, it is well understood, a number of merchants of Charleston, 
who, notwithstanding the ordinance of South Carolina, will 
continue to import their goods into that port, give their bonds, 
and pay them as heretofore. Now, would it not be contrary to 
the very spirit and genius of our government, that, on account 
ol the acts of the state authorities, or even of the great body of 
the state, these individuals should be deprived of privileges se- 
cured to the citizens of other states? 

The considerations are, with your committee, conclusive 
against the proposition for the exaction of cash duties; and, as 
the removal of the custom houses seems to have been chiefly 
introduced to render that measure the more effectual, the com- 
or consider it entirely unnecessary to provide for such re- 
movalis, 

The committee have not deemed it necessary to enter into 
many of the important questions presented by the documents 
which have been referred to them. They have confined them- 
selves more particularly to the suggestions of the president as to 
the alterations and modifications necessary for more effectually 
securing the collection of the revenue, and they have consider- 
ed it due to themselves and to the house, as well as to the high 
source from which these suggestions proceed, to state the con- 
eiderations by which they have been governed in reporting the 
bill, which is herewith submitted. 


A bill more effectually providing for the execution of the reve- 
_ hue laws in certain cases, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the 


any civil suit shall be commenced in any state court against any 
collector, surveyor, inspector, or other officer of the customs, or 
any revenue officer, or any person aiding or assisting them, in 
the execution of the duties of their office, and for, or on account 
of any act done, or omitted to be done, under the laws of the U. 
States, it shall, and may be lawful for the defendant or defend- 
ants, in such suit, to apply, by petition, to the judge of the U. 
States’ circuit court for the district in which said suit may be 
brought, setting forth the nature and cause of the said suit, ac- 
companied with a certified copy of the record, if the same can 
be procured, and if not, stating, by affidavit, the reason why 
such certified copy is not produced, and praying that said suit 
may be removed to the said circuit court for said district; and 
the judge of said circuit court shall thereupon cause the said 
suit to be entered in said circuit court, and the further proceed- 
ings therein shall be the same as though said suit had been ori- 
ginally commenced in said circuit court, whatever may be the 
amount of the sum, or the damages claimed, or the citizenship 
or residence of the parties: Provided, That if special bail was 
required in the suit when brought in the state court, the peti- 
tioner shall before said suit shall proceed in the said circuit 
court, enter good and sufficient bail in the clerk’s office of the 
said circuit court; and, thereupon, the bail taken in the state 
court shall be discharged. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, whenever a suit is 
entered in any circuit court of the United States, as herein be- 
fore provided for, it shall be the duty of said court to cause due 
notice thereof, under the hand and seal of the clerk of the said 
court, to be given to the state court in which said suit was origi- 
nally brought; and, on receiving such notice, the state eourt 
shall proceed no further in said cause. And if the said state 
court shall, nevertheless, proceed therein, it shall be the duty of 
said circuit court, on the application of the original defendant or 
defendants, setting forth the fact on oath, to issue an injunction, 
prohibiting and enjoining the plaintiff in said suit, his agent.and 
attorneys, from further proceeding in, or prosecuting said suit in 
said state court. ' : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all other proceed - 
ings in nature of a civil suit under process of a state court, or 
judge, or justice of a state court, by a capias in withernam, or 
in nature of distress by attachment, or otherwise, against the 
person or effects of any officer of the customs or revenue officer, 
as herein before specified, or any other person aiding or assist- 
ing them, or for or on account of any act done or omitted to be 
done under and by virtue of the laws of the United States, it 
shall and may be lawful for the judge of the United States’ 
circuit court for the district in which such process may issue, or 
the United States district judge of said district, on application of 
the defendant or defendants for that purpose, setting forth the 
facts on oath, forthwith to issue an injunction, restraining and 
enjoining the plaintiff in such capias, or attachment, or other 
process, from any further proceeding therein. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That upon the issuing of any 
process of injunction, as herein provided for, it shall be the duty 
of the marshals, forthwith, to execute the same, as the sheriffs 
of the several states may do. And if any individual or indivi- 
duals shall knowingly and wilfully obstruct or resist any officer 
of the United States in serving or attempting to serve or execute 
said process, or shall disobey said process when executed, he or 
they so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and, on con- 
viction thereof, shall be fined not exceeding five thousand dol- 
lars, and imprisoned not exceeding two years, at the discretion 
of the court. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That either of the justices 
of the supreme court, or either of the judges of the district courts 
of the United States, in addition to the authority already con- 
ferred on them by law, shall have power to grant writs of habeas 
corpus in all cases of a person or persons in jail or confined, 
where he or they shall have been committed or imprisoned in 
pursuance of any sentence of any state court for any act done in 
pursuance of the revenue laws of the U. States, or any order, pro- 
cess, Or decree of any judge or court of the U. States, any thing in 
any act of congress to the contrary notwithstanding. And if 
any person shall disobey the commands of said writ of habeas 
corpus, he shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, may be fined not exceeding six thousand dol- 
lars, and imprisoned not exceeding three years, at the discretion 
of the court, 


0 Os chen 


JOHN RANDOLPH—AGAIN! 

The following queer resolutions and proceedings are copied 
from late southern papers. We have marked a few words, and 
one of the resolutions, in italic. The bandying of the words 
** Virginia”’—and “andrew Jackson, esquire?’ —the acquittal of 
those who now support the president of ‘‘any desertion of prin- 
ciple’’—‘‘the preparation to take up the cross,’ and the order to 
forward a copy of the resolutions to “‘major general James Ha- 
milton, commander of the state troops of South Carolina, in 
Charleston,”’ are curiosities even in these days, and shew the 
mind whieh dictated them to be truly Randolphian. 


One of the letter writers at Washington, among other things, 
says to the editor of the New York Courier—“My memory may 
fail me; but if it does not, during the session of 1830, your Mr. 
Cambreleng pronounced a high sounding eulogy upon the talents; 
the integrity; the purity; the independence; the demooracy, and 
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new opportunity will shortly present itself, for a display of this 
gentleman’s oratory, in complimenting the same independent 
democrat. Andsuch an oration would be as much in order on 
the tariff bill, reported by the committee of ways and means, as 
some of the speeches which have been delivered on that subject. 

“Mr. Randolph has addressed a letter to a member of con- 
gress, in which he states, that he had written an article, de- 
nouncing the proclamation, the message, and both the cabinet 
responsible, and the cabinet irresponsivle. That he sent it to 
Richmond for publication; but that a timid friend, had returned 
itto him. That he had now sent it to another iriend, with pe- 
remptory orders to publish it.”? 

We think that the “independent democrat’? ought to purge 
himself, by returning into the treasury the 22,500 dollars which 
he received as “hush-money’’—rendering no other public ser- 
vice for it than that of holding his tonguc!—before he takes such 
*‘Jiberties’’ with the public authorities. 


On the 4th inst. there was a public meeting at Charlotte court 
house, within Mr. Randolph’s district, at which he attended, 
apparently in a feeble state of health, against general Jackson’s 
course in relation to South Carolina, and offered the following 
resolutions Which were adopted with great unanimity. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That while we retain a grateful sense of the many 
great and valuable services rendered by Andrew Jackson, esquire 
to the United States, we owe it to our country, and to our pos- 
terity to make our solemn protest against many of the doctrines 
of his late proclamation. 

Resolved, That Virginia “is, and of right, ought to be, a free, 
sovercign and independent state,’’ that she become so by her 
own separate act, which has since been recognized, by ail the 
civilized world, and has never been disavowed, retracted, or in 
any wise impaired or weakened by any subsequent act of hers. 

Resolved, ‘That when, for purposes of common defence and 
common welfare, Virginia entered into a strict league of amity 
and alliance with the other twelve colonies of British North 
America, she parted with no portion of her sovereignty, although 
from the necessity of the case, the authority to enforce obedi- 
ence thereto, was, in certain cases, and for certain purposes, 
delegated to the common agents of the whole confederacy. 

Resolved, That Virginia has never parted with the right to re- 
eal the authority so delegated, for good and sufficient cause, nor 
with the right to judge of the insufficiency of such cause, and 
to secede from the confederacy whenever slice shull find the be- 
nefit of union exceeded by its evils, union being the means of 
securing happiness, and not an end to which they should be sa- 
crificed. 

Resolved, That the allegiance of the people of Virginia is due 
to her—that to her this obedience is due, while to them she owes 
protection against all the consequences of such obedience. 

Resolved, ‘That we have seen with deep regret, that Andrew 
Jackson, esquire, president of the United States, has been influ- 
enced by designing counse!lors to subserve the purposes of their 
own guilty ambition, to disavow the principles to which he 
owed his elevation to the chief magistracy of the government of 
the United States, and to transfer his real friends and support- 
ers, bound hand and foot, to his and their bitterest enemies, the 
ultra federalists—ultra bank—ultra tariff—ultra internal im- 
provement and Hartford convention men—the habitual scoffers 
at state rights, and to their instrument, the venal and prostitut- 
ed press, by which they have endeavored, and but too suceess- 
fully, to influence and mislead publie opinion. 

Resolved, That Virginia will be found her own worst enemy, 
whenever she consents to number among her friends, those who 
are never true to themselves, but when they are false to their 
eountry. . 

Resolved, That we owe it to justice, while denouncing this por- 
tentous combination hetween general Jackson and the late unhal- 
lowed coalition of his and our enemies, to acquit them of any de- 
yeliction of principle, and to acknowledge they have but acted in 
their vocation. ° 

Resolved, ‘That we cannot consent to adopt principles which 
we have always disavowed, merely because they have been 

_ adopted by the president, and although we believe that we shall 
be in a lean and proscribed minority, we are prepared again to 
take up our cross, confident of success under that banner, so 
long as we keep the faith, and can have access to the public ear. 

Resolved, That while we utterly reprobate the doctrine of nul- 
lification as equally weak and mischievous, we cannot for that 
reason give our countenance to principles equally unfounded 
and in the highest degree dangerous to the liberties of the peo- 
ple. . § fa 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the mission of Benjamin 
Watkins Leigh, not only as in itself expedient and judicious but 
as uniting upon the man the best qualified, whether for abilities, 
integrity and principles, moral and political, beyond all others in 
the commonwealth, or in the United States, for the high ardu- 
ous, and delicate task which has been devolved upon him by 
the unanimous suffrage of the assembly, and as we believe the 
people, and which he alone ts perhaps capable, from all these 
considerations united in his person of discharging with success, 
and restoring this — republic to its former harmony 
2 ion. Signec 
ee yOuN RANDOLPH, of Roanoake, chairman. 

On motion of Mr. John Marshall, it was then — 

Resolved, 'That copies of the proceedings of this mecting be 
rent for publication to the different presses in Richmond, Pe 
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tersburg, Norfolk, Lynchburg and Fredericksburg; and that co 
pies be also sent to Mr. Bouldin, our representative in congress. 
and his colleagues, to our senators, to the president of the Unit. 
ed States, to Benjamin Watkins Leigh, esq., to the governor of 
South Carolina, and to major general James Hamilton, comman 
der of the state troops of South Carolina, in Charleston, _ 

On motion of Mr. Join Whitfield Read, 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this mecting be given 
to Mr. Randolph, for his open and decided support of the rights 
of the states, and his strenuous and efficient opposition to the 
odious consolidating doctrines of the president’s late proclaima. 
tion. 

Mr. Randolph then expressed his thanks in a speech of cong; 
derable length, in the course of which all the warmest sympa 
thies which have so long united him to his old constituents 
secmed to be awakened; and on the breaking up of the meetiny. 
they parted with feelings sueh as no man besides ever excited. 

WINSLOW ROBINSON, sec’ry, 
> FP Bt 


SENATORIAL PLEASANTRY. 

In the course of his speech in the senate on the revenue col 
lection bill, Mr. Tyler, of Virginia, said: 

He was somewhat in the situation of the senator from Maine. 
Who says that he finds himself with strange bed fellows, and 
wonders how he became so thick with them. It was singular 
indeed, that the senator should support and he resist the mea. 
sures of the present president. He had himself given the ai 
ministration as liberal a support as it reasonably could deserve. 
but could not go quite so far as the senator from Maine in ap. 
probation of its principles and measures. The senator from 
‘ennessee, with whom he had recently acted, had gone over to 
association with the senator from Maine. There was many 
years ago existing a co-partnership, under the firm of “James 
Madison, Felix Grundy, John Holmes and the Devil.” About 
two years ago, the co-partners called for a division of profits, 
The senator from Tennessee withdrew his name and that of the 
senior partner from the firm, declaring that they would have 
nothing more to do with the rest of the concern, and trusting 
that his satanic majesty would take good care of the other partner, 
ile would like to know if the old firm was renewed and still in 
business? 

Mr. Holmes begged the senator from Virginia to yield the floor 
while he corrected a slight error which the gentleman had made 
in his statement relative to the affairs of the firm. The origi- 
nal firm was “James Madison, Felix Grundy and the Devil.” 
‘The senator from Tennessee withdrew and inserted my name, 
leaving me and his satanic majesty to manage the concerns of 
the firm. Ifthe senator from Virginia wishes to know how the 
concern stands at present, he would inform him, that his satani: 
majesty had gone over to the nullifiers, and much about the same 
time with the senator from Virginia. 

Mr. Zyler resumed. He had concluded that his satanic majes- 
ty had obtained a complete mastery over the whole concern; for 
he should show that nothing but the workings of his spirit could 
have produced such a bill as this. 

LEGISLATURE OF DELAWARE. 

Whereas, certain resolutions, passed in December last, by 
both branches of the legislature of South Carolina, declaring 
‘that it is expedient thata convention of the states be called as 
early as practicable, to consider and determine such questions 
of disputed power, as have arisen between the states of this 
confederacy and the general government’’—have been trans- 
mitted by the executive of that state to the governor of this, and 
by him laid before the general assembly for an expression of its 
sentiments:—Therefore, 

Resoived, by the senate and house of representatives of the state 
of Delaware, in general assembly met, That the constitution of 
the United States of America, which is a form of government 
established by the people of the United States of America, has 
expressly provided a tribunal in the supreme court of the United 
States for the settlement of all controversies between the United 
States and the respective states, and of all controversies arising 
under that instrument itself. 

Resolved, 'That the constitution of the United States of Ame- 
rica, does not recognize any such tribunal or political assem- 
blage as a.convention of the states; but has expressly provided for 
modes of amendment, if amendment be necesssary, in the fifth 
article—as follows: ‘*The congress, whenever two-thirds of 
both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments 
to this constitution: or on the application of the legislatures of 
two-thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for pro- 
posing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of this constitution when ratified 
by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states, or by 
conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by the congress.”? Any 
other mode must therefore be repugnant to its provisions. 

Resolved, That such a convention to propose amendments, 
when called by congress, must be, in the nature of things, ® 
convention of the people from whom the constitution derived 
its authority, and by whom alone it can be altered, and not ® 
convention of the states. 

Resolved, That no such political assemblage as a convention 
of the states, could take place as a constitutional organ of £0- 
vernment; and that, if assembled, it could have no such powe! 
us that set forth by the resolution of South Carolina, ‘‘to com 
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sider and determine such questions of disputed power as have 
arisen between the states of this confederacy and the general 
governmgent.”? ae p 

Resolwed, That it is not expedient for congress to call ‘a con- 
vention for proposing amendments” at this time. . But that if 
any amendments be necessary, it comports with the views of 
the general assembly of this state, that they should be proposed 
in the other mode provided by the constitution—‘by two-thirds 
of both heuses of congress.”’ 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit copies 
of these resolutions to the governors of the several states, with 
a request that they may be laid before the legislatures of the 
respective states; and also to our senators and our to representa- 
tive in congress, to be by them laid before congress for conside- 
ration. JOSHUA BURTON. 

speaker of the senate. 
THOMAS DAVIS, 
speaker of the house of representatives. 

Passed at Dover, January 25, 1833. 

The following resolutions have also been adopted by the le- 
sislature of this state. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the state 
of Delaware, in general assembly met, That in the opinion of 
this legislature, it would greatly promote the interest, comfort 
and prosperity of the inhabitants of the peninsula, formed by the 
waters ofthe Chesapeake and Delaware bays, if they were unit- 
ed under one government. 

Resolved, 'That it comports with the views and wishes of the 
people of this state, that the people of the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland and of this state, should be united under one govern- 
ment, and that the region of country inhabited by them respec- 
tively, should be denominated the state of Delaware. 

Resolved, That the governor of this state be and he hereby is 
authorised and empowered, in case the above measure should 
meet the approbation of the legislature of the state of Maryland, 
to appoint three commissioners on the part of this state to meet 
such as may be appointed on the part of the state of Maryland, 
to carry the measure into execution and settle the details there- 
of, subject to the final ratification of the legislatures of the two 
states, and that of the congress of the United States. 

Resolved, That the governor of this state be requested to trans- 
mit the foregoing resolutions to the governor of the state of Mary- 
jand, to be laid by him before the legislature of that state. 

[The lower part of the peninsula, however, is a part of the 
“ancient dominion’’—and forms two counties, Accomack and 
Northampton; and it may not be expected, we think, that Vir- 
ginia will ever give up the comMAND of the Chesapeake bay— 
which, in consequence of holding ‘‘sovereignty”’ over both sides 
of its junction with the sea, she may shut up, or keep open, as 
her own definition of *‘state rights’? may lead her to do!] 

1h OD Adtere— 
THE TARIFF—IN NORTI CAROLINA. 

The protective system has many able and staunch friends in 
this state, who are also among its most valued and wealthy 
inhabitants. Weare honored with the personal acquaintance 
of a few of them, though not with the venerable writer of the 


following letter;—but understand that he was a gallant soldier of, 


the revolution. His remarks will speak for themselves. ‘They 
bear the impress of common sense and of truth; and should have 
weight with all men—‘‘fathers in the political church’’—though 
“the politicians of yesterday’? will not heed what he says. 

FROM THE RALEIGH REGISTER. 

Voice of a revolutionary patriot. 

We have pleasure in publishing the following patriotic and 
well written letter from gen. Josern GranamM, of this state, in 
answer to one lately reccived by him, from the secretary of a 
political committee in Georgia: 

Lincoln co. N. C. Nov. 15, 1882. 


GentLeMeN: I acknowledge the receipt of yours of the {th of 


August, containing the proceedings of a meeting assembled in 
your state, in the town of Athens, and certain resolutions ap- 
pointing you acorresponding committee. If the subject you 
propose, had been only of such a complexion as those we have 
frequently had for the last forty years; a bickering between the 
ins and outs for who should rule, I would have remained silent, 
as ina government like ours we might expect it, and such is 
often salutary. But when so serious a measure, as resistance 
io the laws and the government under which we live, and are 
prospering now ag well as heretofore, it ought to alarm every real 
patriot and true friend to his country. 

The views of your committee, | think are correct, in stating 


o.° ° . ‘4 
that the citizens of the western part of this state, have a com- 


mon interest with those in the western part of Georgia and South 
Carolina; our farmers raise cotton, say from one to 100 bales 
annually, and market it at Charleston, Columbia, Camden and 
Fayetteville; we purchase Kentucky and T'enucssee hogs, mules 
and horses, sometimes a slave or two, and pay off former notes 
and accounts; with the balance of the proceeds of our cotton we 
Purchase goods, in the first place indispensables, such as salt, 
Sugar, tea, &e. &c. then according to the fancy or ability of the 
Purchaser and his family, the rest in finery or stylish articles, 
Although there is much identity in the mode and manner in 
Which we live, yet I believe on descending into details, we shall 
discover that we are not oppressed, and perhaps pay but little 


‘nore, if any, than what is our just proportion, for the support of 


fevernment, which every good citizen will admit he ought to 
pay. In the Athens meeting it is stated that the late tariif law 


inferences. 





is unconstitutional, oppressive and unjust. Though I am no 
jurist and have no disposition to meet this question with men of 
such high legal attainments, still 1 would beg leave.to state some 
facts, and make from them some practical and common sense 

The first tariff law we ever had under our consti- 
tution, was approved by president WasuINeTon, on the 4th day 
of July, 1789, the preamble of which, among other objects, 
avows the protection of manufactures, and this act was passed 
by a congress, a large part of whom formed the constitution, and 
when the question was taken on the general principle of protec- 
tion, it passed unanimously. Afterwards some difference exist- 
ed in making out the detaiis of the amount on each article. f 
find that then, as at present, (by way of protectien) cotton im- 
ported into the United States, was taxed 3 cents per pound, 
manufactured tobacco 6 cents, snuff 10 cents, and cheese 4 cents 
per pound; beer, ale and cider 5 cents per gallon, &c. &e. And 
under every change of the administration of the government from 
that time to this, (upwards of 40 years) they have legislated on 
the same principles, and the constitutionality was never ques- 
tioned, until within a few years past. Those men, executive 
and legislative, were all sworn to support the constitution of the 
United States, and it cannot be that they were so ignorant as 
not to understand it, nor yet so corrupt as to legislate contrary 
to the provisions it contained; for many of them were men of 
superior talents and integrity, and of more political honesty and 
real patriotism, than can be found in the same number at the 
present day. Indeed, all the fathers of the political church con- 
curred in this Opinion, until the politicians of yesterday ure for 
giving us a new version of the constitution. It may be answer- 
cd, that although congress did legislate for the protection of ma- 
nufactures, still the duties were lower then than at present— 
granted, but if it is constitutional to give one cent duty by way 
of protection, where is its limits? The judgment of those who 
administer the government must determine how far it is politic 
or expedient to extend it. 

Another charge made by the Athens meeting is, that the tariff 
is unequal and therefore unjust. In any system of taxation, 
perfect equality is not attainable; in some of the states, for state 
purposes, their taxes are laid on the capital each man possesses. 
In North Carolina, we have it on lands, slaves, polls, &c. bonds 
and money are not included. Every state has its own mode, 
that which approximates nearest equality is best, but you will 
find none of them are so. The constitution of the United States 
assumes the ratio of representation as the basis of equality, for 
direct taxation; and that of indirect, may, in some measure, be 
ascertained by the same seale, 

Agreeably to the last census taken, we have about 12,009,000 
feceral numbers, and all appear to concur, that about that num- 
ber of dollars is sufficient to defray the ordinary expenses of the 
government—therefore, if I or any other house keeper, pay no 
more dollars, than we have federal numbers in our family, we 
come short of our just proportion. I have tried this rule with eight 
or ten substantial planters, as far as they could recollect of what 
they had purchased ot imported articles for 12 inonths past, and 
calculated the duties imposed on each article, and it lacks con- 
siderably of a fair ratio with each of them. One cause of this 
may be, that most families manufacture clothing for their ne- 
groes; itis spun by their women in wet days and bad weather, 
when they cannot work out, and it is commonly wove at home. 
Sheep thrive as well here as in any other place; each family 
have wool enough for domestic use, and you will see the slaves 
iu the winter well clad with linsey-woolsey, (cotton and wool) 
an article superior for that purpose to the imported plains and 
Kendal cottons; indeed, many of the whites, for common use, 
are dressed in the same style. Such cloth, a yard wide, is sold 
at from 40 to 40 cents per yard. Now these details you may 
think descending to small things, but small affairs are the foun- 
dation of great ones, and I fear the want of attention to them, is 
the cause at the present time of the excitement that threatens 
our peace. I cannot discover that it makes any difference with 
ine, or others, whether the duties required to defray the common 
expenses are levied on one article, or twenty, or on every thing 
imported; provided there is an equality of consumption in pro- 
portion to the ability of each to pay it; but to the authorities with 
which the constitution has vested this power, I cheerfully sub- 
mit, in the confidence that they will exercise it judiciously. In 
the act passed by the last congress, [ find woollens taxed rather 
higher than any other article, and it is contended that this is le- 
vying a tax on the south for the benefit of the north. Now is 
there a state to the north, where there is more than one in every 
two hundred souls engaged in the manufacture of woollens? 
And does not their climate require thein to wear more woollens 
than ours? Lf the duties therefore enhance the price of woollens, 
have they not to pay the same as we, deducting the transporta- 
tion and mercantile profit? Is it not probable that they pay more 
than their proportion on this article? and yet we do not hear the 
other one hundred and ninety-nine complaining of oppression. 
As to the growth of wool itseli, any where above the sand-hills, 
we can raise it cheaper than they canto the north. The sub 

istence of sheep here will not cost half as much as in New 
Ilampshire, agreeable to the evidence taken by the committee 
on manufactures some years past. A duty of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem is imposed on manulactures of cotton; no purchaser 
pays this on any of the common kinds used, it is only on the 
liner sorts, wanted by a few, that this tax operates. The fact 
is, that the supply of the domestic manufacture is pursued to an 





extent which far exceeds the demand for home use, and a sur- 
plus is experted to South Aimcrica, where they compete with the 
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British in that market; the natural consequence is, that domes- 
tie competition brings down the prices to the lowest cost of pro- 
duction. Itis not only so with the manufactures of cotton, but 
of every other article. We make a supply beyond the demand 
for home consumption. [In one principle, all parties agree, that 
itis to the interest of the community to purchase every thing 
they want, at the cheapest rate, but they are not agreed how 
this is attainable. But practically, I think it is plain, that when 
the home manufacture is added to the foreign importation, the 
market is then supplied to repletion, and beyond the demand. 

I find, all that might be advanced in detail on this subject, far 
exceeds the bounds of a letter, it would take volumes. But why 
undertake to chop logic or reason on abstract theory? Practi- 
cally—who is oppressed by the tariff, when every thing is much 
cheaper than they were, when the tariff was lower than at pre- 
sent? Itis not the costs of production that is thé measure of 
value to the manufacturer, nor yet the price paid by the mer- 
chant. ‘They both have to take for it what they can get in the 
market. If it stays on their hands and cannot be sold at cost, it 
is so much dead or unproductive capital to them; hence, it is 
their interest to dispose of it at some price. This often occurs 
when there is an abundant supply in the market beyond the de- 
mand, as at present of most articles. Competition for supply, 
and that from various places, is the soul of business, and the 
more of it the better for the purchasers, and domestic competi- 
tion more so than any other, because it has a tendency to pro- 
duce uniformity of prices, and is often effected by exchanges of 
the farmer’s surpluses of one kind of property for another, and 
is not subject to the disturbing causes of foreign policy or foreign 
laws, or the eontingencies of long voyages and insurances ata 
high premium. * 

‘he farmer does not always purchase his necessaries where 
he can buy the cheapest, but finds it most for his interest where 
he can pay the easiest. On examining the subject in all its bear- 
ings, it is believed the excitement produced by the tariff to the 
south, is fanciful, and not warranted by the occasion; and that 
at no time since the federal government commenced, could citi- 
zens who are clear of debt, and practice a moderate degree of 
industry and economy, not engaging in speculation or living in 
extravagance beyond their means to support it, live as comfort- 
able, enjoy as many of the necessaries and even luxuries of life, 
at as moderate a rate as they can do at present. ; 

Bat if the tariff is as oppressive as it is represented to be, is 
resistance to it, or nullification, the proper or constitutional mode 
to obtain redress? ‘The constitution says, the president shall 
take care that the laws are faithfully executed. And an act of 
congress approved by gen. Washington on 28th February, 1795, 
defines his duty in such cases, and another act to the same pur- 
pose, approved by Mr. Jefferson on the 3d March, 1507. Would 
it not have been prudent to have repealed or nullified those two 
acts of congress first? ‘That the president will feel himself bound 
to discharge the duties enjoined on him by those acts of congress, 
is not to be doubted, let consequences be what they may. As 
you solicit information on the subject, as far as I can learn, none 
of the citizens of this state, or any where north of the 35th de- 
gree of latitude, will co-operate, aid or abet, in resistance to the 
tariff, or other laws passed by congress. 

Feeling conscious, that in proportion to my capacity, [ have 
done and suffered as much as most men, now living, to the south, 
for the establishment of American independence, and the happy 
form of government under which we live, and having realized, 
for half a century, all the blessings and protection from it, that | 
anticipated in the dark period of 1779, 80 and 6&1; and having 
from that time witnessed the rapid progression in wealth, num- 
bers, civilization and general happiness of my country; and ar- 
dently wishing that it might so continue, untid the end of time; 
you may judge what must be my sensations to see any attempt 
to blight ali these fair prospects, by one part of our country pur- 
suing @ course that may lead to civil war, Or a separation of the 
states, without any adequate cause. I have always considered 
the whole United States as one and indivisible, and the general 
government, under constitutional limits, exercising a paternal 
jurisdiction over the interests of the states, like an indulgent 
parent with his children, affording them assistance or protection, 
when needed, that such assistance and protection from time to 
time has been afforded to the state of Georgia, more than most 
of the other states, I think will be acknowledged. 

it would have been courteous to myself and other fellow sol- 
diers, that you would have delayed a few years until we should 
have joined the ranks of our former commanders, WasuIneron, 
Lincoun and Greens, and not have the mortification to witness, 
that all our toils, dangers and privations were for noughit, that 
the government we assisted to establish, which appeared caleu- 
lated to promote the happiness of the human race, beyond any 
that preceded it, to see it tumble into ruins, must be appalling 
to every patriot that has a practical knowledge of what the 
establishment of it cost. I am, gentlemen, with great respect, 
your most obedient, JOS. GRAHAM. 

SamueL RocKWELL, esq. secretary of the Athens committee 
at Milledgeville, Georgia. 

= © Otero 
TARIFF MEETING AT BOSTON, 

A numerous meeting of the citizens of Boston was held in 
Faneuil Hall on Monday evening, Jan. 28, 1833, pursuant to in- 
vitations in the public papers addressed to all persons in favor of 
sustaining the labor of the mechanic, farmer, manufacturer, 
merchant and ship owner, and opposed to any legislation upon 
the tariff whatever, by congress at its prescnt session, 





—— 


The meeting was called to order by Mr. Stephen Fairbanks 
and organized, by the choice of hon. Charles Wells, mayor =! 
the city, as moderator, and Joseph Eveleth and William J H * 
a as secretaries. —— 

he notice calling the meeting was then read by the = 
tor, after which Mr. Thomas B. Curtis offered the ha os 
resolutions, Which he introduced with the following remarks: 

Mr. Moderator—Before reading the resolutions which I are 
pose to offer for the consideration of this meeting, I wish to be 


S 


understood that I stand here not as the representative of the ma 

nufacturing interests, important as they may be regarded, but a 
one unconnected with the issue of the question o protection or 
non-protection of American industry, excepting in so far as 

prosperity of the merchant, the ship owner, and the mecha) 
may be elevated or depressed by the result of legislation. From 
youth my pursuits have been commercial, and the toils of a sea- 
faring life have but given place to those in which I am now en 

gaged as a merchant and ship owner, hence any measures hos. 
tile to navigation would be adverse to my own personal interests 
The resolutions will, I trust, find a hearty response in the judy. 
ment and patriotism of this overwhelming meeting, Composed aa 
it is of industrious and intelligent citizens of Boston. We hay: 

heard, and may yet have to deplore, the boldness with which 
treason assails our legislative halls, shouting for the downfal) o¥ 
the causes of our national prosperity. It is time that the voice 
of New England should be heard above the storm, asserting her 
rights and the rights of the whole union, ? 

Resolved, That next to the blessings of civil and religious liber. 
ty we prize the UNION as the best fruits of the revolution. 

Resolved, That we acknowledge the justice and necessity of a 
spirit of conciliation towards every portion of the union, and o! 
mutual sacrifices of the local interests of each to the eomimon 
good of the whole; and that we are willing upon all proper occa- 
sions, and in any reasonable manner, to meet and settle on the 
principles of justice and sound policy any questions which may 
now exist, or which may hereafter arise between different sec. 
tions of the country. 

Resolved, 'That the system of protecting duties has been first 
forced on the New England states by the vote of the south, they 
have, after submitting to the system in obedience to the will of 
the majority, and on the faith of the government, diverting thei: 
industry into new channels, a right to demand of the govern- 
ment the preservation of a system of adequate protection. 

Resolved, ‘That the bill for reducing the duties on imports, now 
before congress, is a plain and palpable attempt to abandon tlie 
system of protection, and would, if passed, be a flagrant viola- 
tron of the rights of the New England states and of the faith of 
the government. 

Resolved, That any legislation on the subject of the tariff is 
highly injudicious at the present crisis. 

Resolved, ‘That a surrender of the principle of protection, by 
a repeal of the act of 1832, before the date of its Operation, and 
by the same congress which passed it, can be attributed to no 
cause but fear of the threats of South Carolina. 

Resolved, ‘That when the threats of a single state can intimi 
date congress into an abandonment of measures deliberately 
adopted for the good of the whole, the union will be virtually 
dissolved. 

Resolved, That we earnest!yv hope and confidently trust in th 
wisdom and firmness of congress, that they will reject a bil! 
Which threatens such disgrace and disaster to the country. 

Resolved, ‘That the only proper and expedient manner of les- 
sening the revenue, is to reduce the duties on articles not cour 
ing in competition with the products of the industry of this 
country, and to increase the duties upon such articles as can be 
supplied by our own labor, to such an extent as shall limit the 
importations from abroad, and thus diminish the revenue to the 
amount required, 


Mr. Curtis addressed the meeting in support of the resolutions 
proposed by him, which were also advoeated by Messrs. Stephen 
Fairbanks, George Darracott, and P. P. F. Degrand, in very 1 
teresting and spirited addresses. 

Mr. Russell Jarvis then submitted a series of resolutions as 
additional to those already proposed. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison Gray, the resolutions offered by 
Mr. Jarvis were laid on the table. 


Mr. Gray then addressed the meeting in support of the origina! 
resolutions, and was followed by the hon. James T. Austin, at- 
torney general, who maintained the principles embedied in tle 
resolutions, in an address of much ability and eloquence. 

Mr. Russell Jarvis then offered some remarks. 

After which the resolutions proposed by Mr, Curtis were una- 
nimously adopted. 

Mr. Jarvis then called for the consideration of the resolutions 
submitted by him, but upon motion of Franklin Dexter, 
their consideration was indefinitely postponed. 


It was then Resolved, That copies of the resolutions adopt. bY 
this meeting, certified by the moderator and secretaries, be tr ‘D* 
mitted to the hon. Nathaniel Siisbee, the hon. Daniel Web» ter 
and the hon. Nathan Appleton, with the request that they will 
lay them before the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States. 

It was also Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, 
certified by the moderator and secretaries, be published in the 
newspapers of the city. CHARLES WELLS, moderator. 

Joserpn Evevern, ? “ 

Wx. J. Hopparn, 5 @retaries, 
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